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1. Discussion
It is expected that, during the RAN#63 plenary, the RAN Study Item on LTE Device to Device Proximity Services will probably be closed and one or more related Work Items will be submitted for approval.

Considering the outcome of the RAN Study Item on D2D [1] (basically showing the feasibility of both D2D Discovery and Communication, although a few working assumptions still have to be reconfirmed), taking into account the urgent requirements of the Public Safety communities and also the commercial interest of non-Public-Safety services, ZTE supports the approval of Rel-12 RAN normative work on D2D, based on the agreements and assumptions contained in [1], covering both Discovery and Communication.
However, taking into account the current load situation in the different RAN WGs and the remaining time before the closure of Rel-12 (even assuming a 3 months extension of the release), we suggest considering at least the following restrictions:

1) One single WID should be approved, even it will be agreed to specify both Discovery and Communication. For instance this would reduce the risk to duplicate some discussions and actually enhance the chances that some synergies can be exploited in the specification of the two features (e.g. regarding synchronization).
2) For D2D Discovery, the WID should focus on the in-coverage case only, as already prioritized in the RAN D2D Study Item phase (and despite the recent request from SA2 to prioritize the out-of-coverage scenario as well [2]). Having said this, if during the work it will be acknowledged that any extension of D2D Discovery to partial or out-of-coverage cases comes for free, of course this should not be artificially excluded; but the list of objectives in the WID should not address any specific enhancements for these scenarios.

3) For D2D Discovery, for Rel-12 it seems sufficient to specify a distributed resource allocation mechanism, where the UEs could autonomously select (in a contention based manner) the specific resource to use from a pool of resources semi-statically configured by the eNB.
4) For D2D Communication, both alternatives should be supported:
· A distributed resource allocation mechanism, where the UEs could autonomously select the resource for transmission of D2D data from a pre-allocated pool of resources. This would be needed at least for transmitting UEs out-of-coverage and the same solution identified for D2D Discovery could be reused.
· An eNB controlled resource allocation mechanism. This would be needed to increase the performance/number of supported D2D communications in-coverage. For this case, existing mechanisms (i.e. for dynamic scheduling / semi-persistent scheduling) should be re-used, with no - or minimal - modifications, so that the needed work in RAN1 and RAN2 could be minimized.
5) No new AS support for any form of UE-to-Network relays should be introduced in Rel-12.
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