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	Reason for change:
	The Relative MME Capacity IE is currently defined as an integer with range 0 to 255 and is used for the load balancing function for Attach or TAU of UEs which have not yet a serving MME assigned in the pool (see section 19.2.1.9). However the handling is unclear if there is only one MME in the pool or only one MME left operational in the pool.  

	
	

	Summary of change:
	It is clarified that when there is only one MME operational in the pool, UEs may be assigned to this MME.
Impact assessment towards the previous version of the specification (same release): 


This CR has isolated impact towards the previous version of the specification (same release).

This CR has an impact under functional point of view.

The impact can be considered isolated since it only affects the load balancing function. 

	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	Different interpretations between MME vendors and eNB vendors can lead to unexpected rejections of Attachs or TAU for UEs newly entering the MME pool.
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19.2.1.9
MME Load balancing Function

MME Load balancing is the function which achieves load-balanced MMEs with respect to their processing capacity within a pool area during system operation. The means to load-balance MMEs is to distribute UEs newly entering the pool to different MMEs in the MME pool. In addition the MME load balancing function is able to achieve equally loaded MMEs within a pool area after the introduction of a new MME and after the removal of a MME from the network.

The support of the MME load balancing function is achieved by indicating the relative MME capacity in the S1 Setup procedure to all eNBs served by the MMEs of the pool area per MME. In order to support the introduction and/or removal of MMEs the MME initiated S1 setup update procedure may be used by the operator indicating relative MME capacity value changes. When there are more than one MME operational in the pool, the indicated relative MME capacity steers the UE assignment for UEs newly entering the MME pool. When there is only one MME operational in the pool, UEs may be assigned to this MME.
