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1. Introduction
During RAN WG4 #68 the way forward document [1] was not agreed. At the time of submitting this contribution, the final version of the MIMO OTA status report [1] was not available so this contribution is based on the SR draft that was available on the RAN4 reflector on 26/8/13.
2. Discussion
The draft of the status report [1] proposed a narrowing of the scope of future work similar to the WF not agreed by RAN WG4 #68 in [2]. The draft SR stated:
TSG RAN4 and TSG RAN agreed to close WI when at least one methodology fulfils A, B, C and D.
The source for this statement comes from the agreed WF at RAN4 #67 [3]:
WI can conclude when at least one test methodology satisfies ABCD
and the SR at RAN #60 [4].

If at least one of the proposed methodologies fulfils activities A,B,C,D, then the work item can be closed, and other methodologies can be considered as part of a potential future work item.
Given the outstanding work it seems unlikely the WI will be closed at RAN #61, one RAN meeting early. However, the draft SR proposes to limit work for the remainder of the WI to the two methodologies that have currently completed the ABCD criteria and exclude the other two. We think the list of open issues is therefore incomplete. We fully understand the motivation to reduce the scope of the work but feel that one meeting cycle before the scheduled completion of the MIMO OTA activity, which spans some 20 RAN meetings, is a most unfortunate time to be making such choices.
When the last WF [3] was agreed some companies did not think it likely any methodologies would meet the criteria by RAN WG4 #68, however, that proved not to be the case and two methodologies did meet the criteria. The reason for this difference in expectation was due to a looser understanding in how the uncertainty criteria were applied than might have been the case if this had been discussed more fully.
Although it was stated in [4] that the aim was to complete the WI by RAN #61 and that the WI can conclude when one or more methodologies meet the criteria, it appears the WI is not ready for closure. Had the WI been closed at RAN #61 this would automatically have limited the scope to the methodologies currently meeting the criteria. However, we do not agree that keeping the WI open until its scheduled completion at RAN #62 automatically means that the other two methodologies that can be shown to meet the criteria within the timeframe of the WI shall now be excluded.

Between now and RAN #62, RAN WG4 has two further meetings. Given the excellent progress at RAN WG4 #68 it seems reasonable to expect that should the two remaining methodologies meet the criteria then they are allowed to participate in the remainder of the work, including harmonization and test procedure finalization. This time period includes the upcoming third phase of the CTIA inter lab / inter-technique (IL/IT) measurement campaign using real devices of different sizes which should provide a fresh set of results upon which the decisions made within 3GPP can be based.
3. Proposal

With the assumption that the WI will not be closed at RAN #61 it is proposed that during the remainder of the WI up till RAN #62 that any methodology meeting the ABCD criteria shall be included in all future work including harmonization and test procedure finalization.
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