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1 Introduction 
During TSG RAN#60 the handling of NCT was discussed following the presentation of RP-130690. Similar discussions have taken place already in the previous TSG RAN plenaries. The conclusions reached during the on-line discussions was that it would be desirable to avoid defining multiple phases of NCT in separate 3GPP Releases due to the non-backwards compatibility aspects involved (or due to the operator OPEX and CAPEX impacts as referred to in some of the RAN WG1 discussions). 

2 Proposed handling of NCT work in Release 12 

The work for NCT (mainly for the non-standalone NCT) is taking considerable amount of time in RAN WG1 and there are also impacts on other working groups, including TSG RAN WG2, TSG RAN WG3 and especially TSG RAN WG4. Would there be a desire to specify the standalone version of NCT already in Release 12, further time would be needed for completing the work due to the redesign of e.g. BCH and especially due to noticeable amount of RAN4 requirements work. The current RAN4 requirements are based on the existence of CRS and other existing Release 8 based structures for many areas, such as RRM requirements, which have taken considerable amount of time to develop.

As the RAN working groups are very loaded the following is proposed in order to free resources from TSG RAN WG1 and also other WGs:
TSG RAN WG1 would carry out in its August meeting the evaluation and capturing of the evaluation results for the standalone new carrier type based on the agreed simulation assumptions and cases, with the details for how to document the results to be decided in TSG RAN WG1. One time unit would be allocated for this work in TSG RAN WG1. The results of the evaluation would be reported to TSG RAN#61.
Other NCT work in TSG RAN WG1 and other working groups would be put on hold until further notice (until Release 12 finalization date in TSG RAN WG level). For TSG RAN WG1 this would free up to 4 time units (compared to the original request of 5 time units) for the NCT work planned and respectively in TSG RAN WG2 1 time unit would be freed.
 Conclusion

. 

We propose that RAN#60 agrees the following action:
Conclude now to put the whole NCT WI on hold, i.e. both S-NCT and NS-NCT, at least until Release 12 items are finalized in TSG RAN1. 

The exception would be to finalize the standalone NCT evaluation work, which is to be captured and documented at the next TSG RAN WG1 meeting and reported to TSG RAN#61.  
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