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5.3.3.7
Acquisition Indicator Channel (AICH)

The Acquisition Indicator channel (AICH) is a fixed rate (SF=256) physical channel used to carry Acquisition Indicators (AI) and Extended Acquisition Indicators (EAI). Acquisition Indicator AIs corresponds to signature s on the PRACH. Extended Acquisition Indicators represent a set of values corresponding to a set of E-DCH resource configurations.

Figure 21 illustrates the structure of the AICH. The AICH consists of a repeated sequence of 15 consecutive access slots (AS), each of length 5120 chips. Each access slot consists of two parts, an Acquisition-Indicator (AI) part consisting of 32 real-valued signals a0, …, a31 and a part of duration 1024 chips with no transmission that is not formally part of the AICH. The part of the slot with no transmission is reserved for possible future use by other physical channels.

The spreading factor (SF) used for channelisation of the AICH is 256.

The phase reference for the AICH is the Primary CPICH.
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Figure 21: Structure of Acquisition Indicator Channel (AICH)

The real-valued signals a0, a1, …, a31 in figure 21 are given by
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where AIs, taking the values +1, -1, and 0, is the acquisition indicator corresponding to signature s and the sequence bs,0, …, bs,31 is given by Table 22, EAIs’, taking the values +1, -1, and 0, is the extended acquisition indicator corresponding to signature s’ and the sequence cs’,0, …, cs’,31 is given by Table 22B. The EAIs’ has the same relative transmit power as the AIs; the relative transmit power is indicated by higher layers. If the signature s is not a member of the set of available signatures for all the Access Service Class (ASC) for the corresponding PRACH (cf [5]) then AIs shall be set to 0.

The use of acquisition indicators is described in [5]. The meaning of acquisition indicators depends on whether a UE sends an access preamble signature corresponding to a PRACH message or corresponding to an E-DCH transmission. Furthermore, if a UE sends an access preamble signature corresponding to an E-DCH transmission, the meaning of the acquisition indicator depends on whether EAI is configured or not. The following rules apply for one PRACH preamble scrambling code. If multiple PRACH preamble scrambling codes are defined in a cell, then for each of them the following rules are used independently.  

-
If the UE sends an access preamble signature corresponding to a PRACH message, then; 

-
if an Acquisition Indicator is set to +1, it represents a positive acknowledgement, 

-
if an Acquisition Indicator is set to -1, it represents a negative acknowledgement.

-
If the UE sends an access preamble signature corresponding to an E-DCH transmission, then; 

-
if the corresponding Acquisition Indicator is set to +1, it represents a positive acknowledgement and the associated default E-DCH resource configuration is allocated to the UE, 

-
if the corresponding Acquisition Indicator is set to -1 and EAI is not configured, then it represents a negative acknowledgement,

-
if the corresponding Acquisition Indicator is set to -1 and EAI is configured, then the UE detects which one of the Extended Acquisition Indicator signatures is present.

The association between the AI and the default E-DCH resource index is such that, for 10 ms TTI length:
X = SigInd mod Y,
The association between the AI and the default E-DCH resource index is such that, for 2 ms TTI length:
X = (SigInd mod (Y - Concurrent TTI partition Index)) + Concurrent TTI partition Index,
where X is the Default E-DCH resource index, "Concurrent TTI partition Index" is signalled by higher layers or otherwise is set to zero, Y is the total number of E-DCH resources configured in the cell for Enhanced Uplink in CELL_FACH state and IDLE mode, and SigInd is the Nth PRACH preamble signature corresponding to the AI that is configured available in the cell and corresponding to E-DCH transmission for Enhanced Uplink in CELL_FACH state and IDLE mode.PRACH preamble signatures are renumbered as specified in [17] subclause 8.6.6.29. 
The use of Extended Acquisition Indicators is described in [5]. If s’=0 and an EAI0 is set to +1, it represents a negative acknowledgement. The mapping between the non-zero EAIs’ and the E-DCH resource configuration index is presented in Table 22A where X is the index of the default E-DCH resource as defined above and Y is the total number of E-DCH resources configured in the cell.

The real-valued signals, aj, are spread and modulated in the same fashion as bits when represented in {+1, -1 } form.

In case STTD-based open-loop transmit diversity is applied to AICH, STTD encoding according to subclause 5.3.1.1.1 is applied to each sequence bs,0, bs,1, ..., bs,31 separately and sequence cs’,0, cs’,1, …, cs’,31 before the sequences are combined into AICH signals a0, …, a31.
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