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Description:

3GPP TSG RAN would like to inform 3GPP TSG SA that RAN1 has recently concluded the Release 11 SI on low cost MTC devices. The results are summarised in [1]. 3GPP TSG RAN considers of utmost importance to ensure that solutions envisaged for low cost MTC devices are implemented only for low cost MTC purposes and not in any other typologies of devices. 
In fact, it is already recommended in the RAN1 TR to introduce a low cost MTC-specific UE category and to restrict any MTC-related low-cost technique to this new UE category only, as described in the TR (section 8.1). Introduction of mechanisms to univocally bind the new UE category to only MTC applicable services (i.e. to services that are not intended for typical person-to-person communications, like voice or video) has been discussed and reported in the TR status report as an open issue. This binding is out of scope of RAN groups.

ACTION: 
To SA plenary:

3GPP TSG RAN would like to inform TSG SA on the conclusion of the SI activity. When any related standardisation activity starts, TSG RAN will need TSG SA collaboration to investigate and define solutions related to the above mentioned binding. Thus RAN would like to ask guidance to TSG SA on which SA WGs are the most appropriate to be directly liaised for such activity.
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