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1. Introduction
This contribution briefly summarizes the discussion in the recent past on potential SIMTC (System Enhancements for Machine-Type Communication) work in RAN and the status of the discussion in other relevant groups, and suggests a way forward.
2. Discussion
As part of the outcome of the prioritization process at RAN#53, a Study Item proposal on ‘Further RAN Improvements for Machine-type Communications’[1] was postponed until RAN#55. 

After a LS on ‘Release 11 Features’ [2] sent by SA#53, asking RAN (and other relevant 3GPP Working Groups) to review the SA decisions - including those on the SIMTC features agreed for completion in Release 11 - and decide corresponding necessary actions, a discussion on potential SIMTC work in RAN in Release 11 took place at RAN#54 as well.

In particular, in line with the SA decisions, in [3] it was suggested to consider the following alternatives at RAN#55:
1. A Work Item, addressing the needed RAN normative aspects of the SA2 work on SIMTC (if any RAN significant impacts are identified)

2. A Study Item, focussing at least on the RAN-only SIMTC features.

After the recent decisions in the last SA2 meeting, it is now clear that the agreed Release 11 SIMTC work in SA2 will have no or extremely limited impact on RAN. Alternative 1) above is therefore not applicable and no new SIMTC-related Work Item is then considered as needed in RAN in Release 11.
Regarding alternative 2), as already described in [3] it would be possible to investigate a number of RAN-only (and mainly RAN2) SIMTC features, such as ‘Low power consumption’ and ‘effectively maintaining connectivity for large number of devices’. However, at least in part (and at least for LTE), these issues are also being covered by other Release 11 ongoing Work Items (like the WI on “Enhancements for diverse data applications”).
Furthermore, we acknowledge that RAN2 (and also RAN3) will be significantly busy with other Release 11 ongoing activities on MTC (i.e. with the WI on ‘RAN overload control for Machine-Type Communications’) at least until the next RAN plenary.

Considering all this, we think that starting a new Study Item on SIMTC at RAN#55 restricted to the few features with an impact on RAN only, on one hand would have a too limited scope, and on the other hand – if some meeting time were assigned to it in the next 3 months - it would still risk to consume too much RAN2 meeting time and delay other ongoing activities.
We believe that a better alternative is to reconsider the whole thing at RAN#56, where a new comprehensive Release 12 Study Item can be discussed. For instance such Study Item could then address also a number of key SIMTC features (described in [4]), like ‘Small data transmission’ and ‘group based optimizations’, that were left out of Release 11and that would require the involvement of RAN groups before corresponding changes can be introduced in the specification.
3. Conclusion 
It is suggested not to start a limited Study Item on RAN-only SIMTC features at RAN#55, but to reconsider a new comprehensive Study Item for Release 12 at RAN#56, addressing the key SIMTC features that would require the involvement of RAN groups before normative changes can be agreed.
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