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1 Introduction
In this document we discuss signaling for LTE Rel-8 features, and propose to clearly separate signaling of optional features from signaling of initial deployment of mandatory features.

2 Discussion
In general, the optional features for LTE deployment are documented in 36.306 and corresponding signaling to indicate support for these features is included in 36.331. However, for initial launch of LTE systems, not all mandatory features are necessarily deployed. This may lead to interoperability issues in the subsequent upgrades, when such functionality is introduced. To allow such a phased introduction of features, RAN5 test cases have been prioritized to low, medium and high priority. In addition, it has been proposed to signal the maturity of the feature (e.g. availability of the inter-operability testing, IoT) to the network. This signaling will enable the network to handle early UEs differently from late UEs.
From a Rel-8 UE perspective there is no significant difference between an optional feature and feature with maturity bit. However, it could be expected that in subsequent released (Rel-9 onwards) terminals implement at least majority of the mandatory Rel-8 features. Thus it seems natural to signal the Rel-8 maturity in a way, which is not implicitly inherited for Rel-9 terminals. This is not necessarily true for optional features, which are expected to be optional for Rel-9 terminals as well. With this guidance, the details of signaling for Rel-8 optional features and Rel-8 IoT testing bits should be discussed and decided in RAN2.
3 Conclusion
Based on different expectations for future releases, it is proposed separate signaling for optional LTE features from signaling for initial deployment of mandatory features. It is also proposed to provide this guidance to RAN2 and discuss and decide the details of required signaling in RAN2.
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