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The TSG working procedures (TR 21.900 http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/Specs/html-info/21900.htm) allow for the "closing" of a Release when active maintenance is no longer to be anticipated on the specifications of that Release.  
Although a trickle of R99 change requests is still being seen, the number is very much below the noise floor.  Since it is surely the case that no more equipment is being built to this Release, and that equipment in the field is unlikely to be maintained to this Release, it seems pointless to consider further maintenance of the R99 Specifications.
Note that, just as for GSM Phase 1, Phase 2, and Phase 2+ R96, R97 and R98, which are already closed, the Specifications for R99 would remain available on the 3GPP server.  The transposed publications should also remain in the active catalogues of the partner SDOs.  It would, of course, still be possible to make reference to those publications if need be.  The only effective change is that 3GPP members' delegates would no longer need to consider whether a CR need be rolled back as far as R99: no Release earlier than Rel‑4 would henceforth be maintained.
We propose that member organizations reflect on the need to keep R99 under active maintenance with a view to taking a decision at the next TSG plenary meeting – or even at the present meeting – that 3GPP Release 99 should be closed.

