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Abstract of document:

TS36.321 specifies the Media Access Control protocol for E-UTRA.  It describes interfaces to L1, RLC and RRC, procedures for Random Access, maintenance of time alignment, downlink and uplink data transfers and formats of protocol data units for submission on transport channels to L1.
Changes since last presentation to TSG RAN:

Since the last presentation to TSG RAN, descriptions have been added for procedures for:

· Maintenance of Uplink Time Alignment;

· Scheduling Request;
· Buffer Status Reporting;
· Discontinuous Reception (DRX);

· PCH reception;
· BCH reception;
· BCCH reception.
Further, handling of semi-persistent scheduling for both uplink and downlink has been incorporated in the UL-SCH and DL-SCH frameworks. Detailed DL-SCH and UL-SCH MAC PDU structure has also been agreed and captured.

In addition, miscellaneous further details pertaining to the Random Access procedure and DL-SCH and UL-SCH reception have been settled and captured.
Outstanding Issues:

The following items are still to be completed:
· Assembly of UL MAC PDU taking into account logical channel prioritization;
· Format of Random Access Response message and handling of back-off in case of Random Access failure;
· MAC reconfiguration procedure;
· Format of MAC control elements.
Contentious Issues:

None identified
