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TSG GERAN thanks ETSI TC RT – DMO for their reply LS (GP-071137) on GSM Direct Mode Operation.

TSG GERAN also received a LS from ETSI ERM (Liaison Statement on GSM DMO, GP-071092) asking ETSI TC RT for “any information about TC RTs intention about an SRDoc process and proper coordination inside ETSI. A clarification on how the GSM DMO subject is in line with the TC RT terms of reference would also be appreciated.”
TSG GERAN discussed the topic at length, and considers the currently available information as insufficient to allow correct scoping of a 3GPP GERAN study item.
TSG GERAN would welcome further information describing GSM DMO. The main areas highlighted in the discussion are:

-regulatory aspects: TSG GERAN would like to understand any information related to regulatory aspects that may impact the solution to be specified. An initial view has been presented to GERAN (GP-071377).

-Spectrum: TSG GERAN would like to understand whether the work is intended to be limited to the spectrum allocated to Railways, which for Europe is: (876 MHz to 880 MHz (uplink), and) 921 MHz to 925 MHz (downlink), and/or to Railway applications. Please note that several public mobile network operators present at GERAN expressed a strong preference not to have this functionality specified for use on their spectrum, and no agreed 3GPP SA1 requirement for this exists.
-Interference assumption: TSG GERAN does not agree with the statement that “to avoid the interference with other 3GPP system the DMO MS needs to achieve at least the BTS radio performance requirements when using a GSM downlink band”. The reason is that a GSM DMO MS using the GSM Downlink band for transmission can get significantly closer in distance to other MS than a BTS, leading to a lower Minimum Coupling Loss, which needs to be reflected in interference studies. TSG GERAN is of the opinion that any required specification tightening would need to be handled by the GSM DMO MS. Please note that 3GPP RAN has specified operation of UMTS in the GSM900 MHz band, and is currently specifying evolved UTRA (LTE) operation in these bands, and impact on these systems would also need to be analysed. A comment was also made at GERAN that solutions using only the uplink spectrum (876 MHz to 880 MHz) could also be studied.
-System description: TSG GERAN would like a better description of the requirements on the GSM DMO, as well as the current RT –DMO expected solution. This should include expected coverage range for GSM DMO, power control, range of “authorisation” timer, expected operation at and near country borders.
-TSG GERAN furthermore sees a need to analyse security aspects, including need for legal interception, and the risk of misuse (e.g. hackers, allowing free calls).

TSG GERAN is aware information exchange has already taken place between 3GPP SA1 and ETSI RT – DMO. GERAN would welcome if all relevant information not already copied to GERAN can also be provided.
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