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At the SA2/RAN2/RAN3 joint meeting a package proposal has been agreed on the SAE/LTE architectural principles (R3-070397 - SAE architecture harmonisation). T-Mobile Intl. at that meeting objected to the approval of proposal, and had its objection noted in the meeting minutes.

T-Mobile still has strong concerns on the agreed package and will document these concerns in a submission into SA#35.
However, T-Mobile also has a very strong interest in keeping the pace of specification work for LTE, and in not adding delay, and therefore is prepared to accept the majority view on architectural principles.

We are of the opinion that one aspect, which is RAN internal, may not have been considered in sufficient detail. This is the layer where the ciphering is located in the eNodeB. With the package proposal it would be in the PDCP layer, where we assume it would be better placed in the RLC or MAC layer. It is not our intention to discuss the advantages here, but these include reduction of air interface overhead, possibility to reuse some UMTS ciphering principles, and reduced UE complexity.
T-Mobile has already been in contact with several companies, and initial feedback suggest some companies agree there are advantages, and this may offer a significant improvement, so they would be open to consider this.
We do not ask RAN plenary to change the agreed architectural principles at this meeting, but would appreciate if RAN can note that this is being looked at, and may be readdressed if T-Mobile gains substantial support for this proposal. T-Mobile will progress this mainly outside RAN WG, to not unnecessarily add to the RAN2 LTE workload, but would welcome a limited time allocation at RAN2 for this issue in case offline activities suggest substantial support.
