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Foreword

This Technical Report has been produced by the 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z

where:

x
the first digit:

1
presented to TSG for information;

2
presented to TSG for approval;

3
or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y
the second digit is incremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections, updates, etc.

z
the third digit is incremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
1
Scope

The present document summarizes the work done under the study item “Improvement of the Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service (MBMS) in UTRAN” defined in [1] by listing technical concepts addressing the objectives of the study item, analysing these technical concepts and recommending a way forward of the study item.
2
References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present document.

· References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or non‑specific.

· For a specific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

· For a non-specific reference, the latest version applies.  In the case of a reference to a 3GPP document (including a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same Release as the present document.

[1]
3GPP TD RP-050746: "Proposed Study Item on Improvement of the Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service (MBMS) in UTRAN".
[2]
MBMS User Service Extensions WI description, http://www.3gpp.org/specs/WorkItem-info/WI--34038.htm
[3]
Packet Switched Streaming Enhancements (PSSe) WI, http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/tsg_sa/TSG_SA/TSGS_32/docs/SP-060361.zip
3
Definitions, symbols and abbreviations
3.1
Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the following terms and definitions apply.

<defined term>: <definition>.

3.2
Symbols

For the purposes of the present document, the following symbols apply:

<symbol>
<Explanation>

3.3
Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the following abbreviations apply:
UMTS
Universal Mobile Telecommunications System
UTRAN
UMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network
MBMS
Multimedia Broadcast Multicast Service
4
Introduction

The objective of this study item [1] is to analyse the feasibility and merits of potential improvement of MBMS in the Release 7 RAN specifications. It is the intention that the introduction of MBMS based on Release 6 due to these enhancements should not be delayed, and that these improvements should be able to be integrated on top of the Rel6 functionalities smoothly. The study should progress based on the current framework of Release 6 MBMS in backward compatible ways.
The potential improvements of MBMS described in this technical report are as follows:

-
Support for a dual receiver UE receiving simultaneously MBMS and dedicated services on separate carriers.
5
Outline of Proposals
Editor’s notes: This section describes the technical schemes proposed for MBMS improvements in the scope of this study item.
5.1
Dual Receiver UEs

5.1.1
FDD + WCDMA DL

Since MBMS is intended to serve a large user population, the usage of radio resources must be managed efficiently to avoid system overload due to MBMS services which could degrade the quality of the unicast services. With the use of dual receiver UE, the overload traffic condition can be reduced by delivering the MBMS traffic over a separate frequency band from that used for unicast services.

Thereby the impact between dedicated and MBMS traffice can be minimized, and the available data rates for MBMS can be maximized.

Even though the UE with dual receiver capability enables the reception of MBMS services on a separate frequency band, it is not yet clear how MBMS services can be delivered over a separate frequency band in the current MBMS infrastructure. One possible way of achieving this is the use of overlay FDD networks for delivery of MBMS services. This allows UMTS operators to offer subscribers MBMS services without impacting other voice and data services. The additional functional and infrastructure requirements imposed by MBMS via overlay spectrum is analyzed based on the current Rel.6 MBMS framework.

5.1.1.1
UE capabilities

A dual receiver UE for the study in the scope of this SI should be capable of simultaneously receiving dedicated services and MBMS PtP / PtM services on one frequency A plus MBMS services sent on PtM bearers on a separate frequency B e.g.:

· Frequency A (FDD, dedicated services + MBMS, frequency on which the UE is camping for reception of dedicated services):

· Channels necessary independent from MBMS

· MICH or MCCH (FFS) independently from the MBMS services on frequency B

· MTCH, (FFS) depending on the reception of MBMS services on frequency B with the dual receiver

· Frequency B (FDD) (additional MBMS capabilities):

· BCCH

· MICH or MCCH (FFS) independently from the reception of MBMS services or dedicated services on frequency A

· MTCH with the dual receiver, possibly depending on the reception of MBMS services on the frequency A 

Detailed capabilities depend on the scenario and are FFS.

Dual receiver UEs can be useful for different scenarios as outlined below:
5.1.1.2
Scenario 1: MBMS multicarrier Rel-6 network:

In this scenario an operator has deployed a multicarrier network with more than one 5MHz frequency. In order to allow to build UEs with a dual receiver several issues in the Rel-6 specification need to be clarified as listed below:

· Rel-6 frequency convergence and counting used to allow the network to transmit MBMS in only one frequency

· Rel-7 rules for dual receiver UEs without network impact allow to receive dedicated and MBMS services in certain scenarios


[image: image2.emf] 

Frequency  B :   MBMS service a n d dedicated  services UL and DL  

Frequency  A :   dedicated services ,  UL and  DL  

Rel - 6  UEs  

Frequency Convergence   


Figure 1: MBMS multicarrier network in Rel6 with Rel-7 dual receiver UEs

5.1.1.3
Scenario 2: MBMS multicarrier Rel-6 network + optimisations for Rel-7 dual receiver UEs

In order to optimize the usage of the capabilities of a dual receiver UE some specific optimizations are beneficial.

· Rel-6 frequency convergence and counting used for transmission in only one frequency

· Rel-7 rules for dual receiver UEs without network impact allow to receive dedicated and MBMS services with no restriction

· Rel-7 mechanisms for dual receiver UEs allow resource optimization to receive dedicated and MBMS services with no restriction
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Figure 2: MBMS multicarrier Rel-6 network + optimisations for Rel-7 dual receiver UEs

5.1.1.4
Scenario 3: Rel-6 network (single carrier or multicarrier) + separate independent MBMS downlink only frequency for Rel-7 dual receiver UEs (FDD)

In order to optimize the usage of the capabilities of a dual receiver UE some specific optimizations are beneficial.

· Mechanisms for paging on the Rel 6 network which allows to activate the dual receiver for reception of MBMS services


[image: image4.emf] 

Frequency  B :   MBMS service  DL only  

Frequency  A :   dedicated services ,  UL and  DL  

Rel - 6 and  Rel - 7 UEs  

Specific mechanism for Rel - 7 dual  receiver UEs  

Rel - 7 UEs  


Figure 3: Rel-6 network (single carrier or multicarrier) + separate independent MBMS downlink only frequency for Rel-7 dual receiver UEs (FDD)

5.1.1.5
Architecture
Different archiectures can be imagined, depending on the level of integration of the overlay network together with the dedicated network. 
Figure 4 shows a network that is fully integrated, so the impact on counting and PtP establishment should be minimal.
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Figure 4: Network infrastructure of overlay MBMS with support of counting/PtP establishment

Figure 5 shows a scenario where the overlay network is managed by dedicated equipment and counting and PTP establishment are coordinated via the Iur interface.
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Figure 5: Network infrastructure of overlay MBMS with coordinated support of counting/PtP establishment on Iur

Figure 6 shows a scenario where the overlay network is managed by dedicated equipment, reducing the impact on the the UTRAN handling unicast services.
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Figure 6: Network infrastructure of overlay MBMS without support of counting
The choice of the architecture might not impact standards, and thus be an implementation choice.
5.1.2
FDD + TD-CDMA DL

Most 3G operators have at least one or more markets that have both paired spectrum and unpaired spectrum. By its very nature, FDD is well matched to symmetrical services and hence paired spectrum, whereas TDD is well matched to either symmetrical or asymmetrical services and hence unpaired spectrum. Given the high degree of asymmetry in MBMS traffic, a solution that utilises both paired and unpaired spectrum in an efficient manner can help maximise an operators spectrum assets for delivery of MBMS services. The purpose of this part of the study is to investigate the use of TDD as an overlay network to FDD network for delivery of MBMS services. This not only allows UMTS operators to offer to their subscribers MBMS services without impacting other voice and data services, but also provides to the operators an attractive way to fully utilise their existing unpaired spectrum. 

For the case when unpaired/TDD spectrum is dedicated to MBMS, all time slots in a radio frame are assigned as DL. However, if, it is deemed necessary that only a portion of the unpaired/TDD spectrum is to be allocated to MBMS, then through time slicing, the remaining non-MBMS slots can be assigned to other services (non-MBMS) in the radio frame (see Figure 7).  This provides a flexible operation scenario, thus providing a spectrum management according to the application demand. 

The UE which is capable of simultaneous reception of non-MBMS services over FDD and MBMS service over TDD downlink carrier is referred to as “FDD with Downlink Only TDD (FDOT)” in this document.
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Figure 7: Delivery of MBMS over unpaired/TDD spectrum.

MBMS over unpaired/TDD spectrum allows UMTS operators to offer to their subscribers MBMS services without impacting the performance of their other services, particularly those which are provided over paired spectrum. The additional functional and infrastructure requirements imposed by MBMS via overlay spectrum are analyzed based on the current Rel.6 MBMS framework.
5.1.2.1 
UE capability requirements for support of MBMS

Unpaired/TDD spectrum is used for the transmission of MBMS traffic and MBMS traffic related control information in downlink. All uplink communication could be carried over FDD spectrum. Thus, the minimum UE capability requirement for MBMS over unpaired/TDD spectrum is TDD/FDD dual receiver and FDD transmitter at the UE. We refer to this UE as an FDD with Downlink Only TDD (FDOT). The difference between an FDOT UE and a Rel.6 TDD UE in terms of receiving MBMS traffic on a TDD carrier is shown in Figure 7.

For the FDOT UE, the necessary control signalling for MBMS service announcement, service activation, user joining/leaving, counting and other control signalling will be carried over FDD spectrum. This enables network operators the use of existing control functionalities ensuring backwards compatibility with the Rel.6 MBMS framework. Table 1 summaries the MBMS functional split between FDD and TDD carriers in an overlay MBMS network. 

Table 1: The MBMS functional split between FDD and TDD carriers in an overlay MBMS network.

	Function
	FDD
	TDD

	Service announcement
	X
	

	Service activation/joining
	X
	

	Delivery of MICH: MBMS notification
	
	X

	Delivery of MCCH: session starts/stop indication, etc
	
	X

	Delivery of MTCH
	
	X

	Delivery of MSCH
	
	X

	Delivery of DTCH (MBMS p-t-p bearer)
	X
	

	User leaving
	X
	

	Uplink communication (counting response, cell update, URA update, etc)
	X
	


5.1.2.2 
Backwards compatibility

The network architecture for supporting an FDOT UE ensures backwards compatibility for both Rel.6 FDD and TDD UEs. For the FDOT UE, the MBMS control information is transmitted over the FDD spectrum and using the MBMS service announcement an indication of those MBMS services provided over TDD spectrum is signalled. Therefore, FDD UEs that are camped onto the FDD system are unaffected by the introduction of MBMS over TDD spectrum. The FDOT UEs with TDD/FDD dual receiver capability can camp onto the FDD system and receive MBMS service over TDD spectrum.
In order to guarantee backwards compatibility for Rel.6 (and earlier) TDD capable UEs, the non-MBMS services are made available over a portion of the TDD spectrum, effectively time slicing the TDD carrier as shown in Figure 7(b). Thus, the Rel.6 TDD UEs can camp onto the TDD system and operate normally. 

5.1.2.3 


Simultaneous TDD and FDD operation

The FDOT UE requires simultaneous operation of TDD RX and FDD TX/RX. The impact of supporting FDD and TDD in the same device and operating both technologies simultaneously needs to be considered. 
5.1.2.3.1 
Dual Receiver Requirements

Simultaneous operation of TDD and FDD in the same device requires a dual receiver. The TDD receiver in the FDOT UE is used for MBMS services transmitted over unpaired spectrum and the FDD receiver is used for MBMS and non-MBMS traffic transmitted over FDD spectrum. There may be some possibility of hardware reuse in the same device between the two technologies although it should be borne in mind that simultaneous operation of TDD and FDD is required, which may necessitate some duplication of receiver functionality.

5.1.2.3.2 
FDD Transmit and TDD Receive operation

MBMS services transmitted over TDD spectrum are required to operate in the same device and at the same time as FDD. From an RF perspective, the impact of uplink FDD transmissions internal to the device should have minimal impact on the quality of downlink TDD reception which is also internal to the same device. These issues are under the remit of RAN4 and would need to be investigated.
Having MBMS services transmitted over TDD spectrum with all uplink communication via FDD spectrum simplifies the device substantially since the TDD portion of the device does not require a transmitter. This means the device consists of one transmitter and two receivers. Moreover, this also means there are no impacts on FDD receive from TDD transmit. 

5.1.2.4 
Scenarios

For support of the FDOT UE we consider the level of interaction required between the TDD and FDD networks. Two different deployment scenarios are selected for further investigation. Both scenarios are fully analysed in Section 6 with respect to;

· architecture/network implication,

· functions and procedures, 

· support of service continuity, 

· connection state of the UE, 

· specification impacts and 

· benefits and drawbacks. 

5.1.2.4.1 
Scenario 1: Non-integrated RAN

In this scenario, MBMS services are supported over TDD using p-t-m. The MBMS service is broadcast over the entire service area using TDD MBMS bearers regardless of the number of users that have activated the service in the service area. The control information with respect to the higher layer MBMS service announcement and service activation are communicated over FDD. While in the TDD coverage area, the FDOT UE can receive the MBMS services. As such, no interaction between TDD and FDD networks is required at the RAN level and no counting procedure is required. 

The non-integrated RAN architecture for MBMS over TDD spectrum is designed to ensure backwards compatibility for Rel.6 TDD UEs and FDD UEs (agnostic of the release).
This deployment scenario well suits the provision of MBMS broadcast applications such as mobile TV, where the same application content is broadcast at a given time everywhere in the network.

5.1.2.4.2 
Scenario 2: Integrated RAN

In this scenario, MBMS services are supported over TDD using p-t-m. The MBMS service is made available over TDD cells only if the number of users, who have activated the service in the cell, is larger than a pre-defined threshold. Otherwise, the MBMS service is provided to the activated users using point-to-point connection over FDD carriers. Note that the pre-defined threshold value may be one indicating at least one user has activated the MBMS service in the cell. This avoids the transmission of MBMS traffic in an empty cell.

The non-integrated RAN architecture for MBMS over TDD spectrum is designed to ensure backwards compatibility for both Rel.6 TDD and FDD UEs.
This deployment scenario requires interaction between TDD and FDD networks at the RAN level. This scenario not only provides MBMS service continuity at the edge of TDD coverage it also provides a better radio resource utilization and efficient spectrum management according to service demand in TDD spectrum. 
6
Analysis of the Proposals

Editor’s notes: The impact and gains of the different proposals should be analyzed in this section..
6. 1
Dual Receiver UEs
6.1.1
FDD + WCDMA DL
6.1.1.1
Scenario 1: MBMS multicarrier Rel-6 network:

6.1.1.1.1
Impact

The following points need clarification in the standards and are proposed to be addressed during a work item phase:

· Counting
Since according to the proposed UE capabilities there is a capability for uplink transmission only on one frequency, and in order not to impact the behaviour of the network the UE is only allowed to respond to counting on the uplink frequency corresponding to the frequency where counting is indicated in the MCCH, thus the UE should not respond the counting initiated on frequencies that are received using the dual receiver capabilities.

· PtP establishment
Today when the UE initiates a RRC Connection setup / Cell Update message in order to respond to PtP bearer establishment request there is no indication of the related services. Therefore a network in Rel-6 should never expect a request for a MBMS PtP bearer on which it has not initiated a PtP bearer establishment. Therefore a dual receiver UE should today only respond to the PtP bearer establishment indication on the corresponding uplink frequency where PtP bearer establishment is indicated in the MCCH
· Frequency convergence

· Idle / Cell/URA_PCH / CELL_FACH state procedure
Frequency convergence is today performed in order to allow that UEs that are camping on a frequency on which a MBMS service is not broadcast to select to the frequency on which the service is broadcast. A dual receiver UE as defined above does in principle not need to follow the frequency convergence. However the network could perform counting, re-counting, or switch to PtP bearer at any time. In those cases the UE should answer always on the frequency corresponding to the frequency on which it as received the indication for counting / PtP establishment.


· CELL_DCH procedure
According to the Rel-6 specifications the UE should indicate to the network if its preferred frequency is different from the frequency that is currently used for dedicated services. However for a dual receiver UE, even if the priorized service is sent on a different frequency on a PtM bearer there is no real problem for this UE, and indicating to the network the wish to change frequency would have more drawbacks than advantages.

· MBMS cell selection:
In the case that a Rel-6 UE is performing frequency convergence it will follow the Rel-6 inter frequency cell selection rules. For a dual receiver UE there is today no explication on how it should select on which it would best receive MBMS MTCH / MSCH / MCCH / MICH using its dual receiver capabilities.

6.1.1.1.2
Analysis of the dual receiver UE behaviour

In the above scenario a UE with the above mentioned dual receiver capabilities the UE will always be able to receive the MBMS service it has subscribed. However in order to perform counting and PtP request the UE would still need to perform frequency convergence. The allowed UE behaviour in this case should be clarified in the specifications.

6.1.1.1.3
Backwards compatibility

This proposal is seen as completely backwards compatible, i.e. UEs with the dual receiver capability can operate on Rel-6 networks, and Rel-6 UEs can share the same network as dual receiver UEs.

6.1.1.2
Scenario 2: MBMS multicarrier Rel-6 network + optimisations for Rel-7 dual receiver UEs

6.1.1.2.1
Impact

The following points need clarification in the standards and are proposed to be addressed during a work item phase:

· Additional information on the BCCH / MCCH
In order to remove the drawbacks as mentioned above it is necessary that the UE can respond to the counting / MBMS PtP establishment on a different frequency / cell compared to the cell on which the UE is informed about the counting.

· Linking of counting response / PtP bearer request
Also in order to make sure that the RNC can link the counting response / PtP establishment request it is necessary that a UE with dual receiver capabilities that responds to messages received on a MCCH sent on a different cell compared to the cell that the UE is camping on includes some additional information to the message sent to the network.

· Dual receiver capability indication
A UE with dual receiver capabilities for UMTS is able to efficiently receive MBMS services and dedicated services in parallel. However in Rel-6 the network has no information on the limitations of a UE, or the extra freedom that the UE has in order to receive MBMS services. In the case that the UE is able to receive MTCH on a different frequency than the dedicated services it is important to inform the network of this capability, e.g. at RRC connection establishment or any other occasion.

· MBMS cell selection
One additional possibility to facilitate the dual receiver operation would be to link the MBMS cells on Freq B to the cell on Freq A that the UE is camping on. In this way for each cell that the UE is camping on in frequency A an indication would be given which cell or set of cells in frequency B are collocated, and thus restrict the number of cells from which the UE needs to choose for the reception of MBMS services

· Configuration information
In a further step parts of the configuration, e.g. MCCH, MTCH, MSCH and / or radio bearer configuration of the cells and services in the frequency B would be broadcast on the frequency A, such that a UE would only need to receive MTCH / MSCH on the frequency B, but neither BCCH nor MCCH

6.1.1.2.2
Analysis of the dual receiver UE behaviour

In the above scenario a UE with the above mentioned dual receiver capabilities will always be able to receive the MBMS service it has subscribed, without having any impact from MBMS services any more. This allows that the UE does not need to follow frequency convergence for any case, and thus there is no more impact for the UE for the case of simultaneous reception of dedicated and MBMS data.

6.1.1.2.3
Backwards compatibility

This proposal is seen as completely backwards compatible, i.e. UEs with the dual receiver capability can operate on Rel-6 networks, and Rel-6 UEs can share the same network as dual receiver UEs.

6.1.1.3
Scenario 3: Rel-6 network (single carrier or multicarrier) + separate independent MBMS downlink only frequency for Rel-7 dual receiver UEs (FDD)

6.1.1.3.1
Impact

The following points need clarification in the standards and are proposed to be addressed during a work item phase:

· Indication that MBMS services are provided
In order to allow to have a DL only carrier without receiver equipment it is possible to introduce for Rel-7 DL only MBMS carriers. In order to prevent Rel-6 UEs from reselecting to this DL only MBMS carrier it would be necessary that on this carrier some relevant SIBs are not sent, that they are blocked for operator use or any other possibility that prevents Rel-6 and earlier UEs to select to these cells
· Indication as MBMS DL only carrier
Once it is taken care of that UEs do not expect cells of Frequency B to provide dedicated service it is necessary that a specific indication broadcast that indicates to UEs that a given cell provides MBMS DL only services, such that UEs with dual receiver recognize the cells in this frequency as cells providing MBMS DL only carrier and listen to the MCCH / MTCH / MICH / MSCH of those cells.

· Optimization of dual receiver activation
In order to allow Rel-7 dual receiver MBMS UEs to discover MBMS DL only cells efficiently it is necessary to give a specific indication in a Rel-7 extension on BCCH or MCCH, e.g. a MBMS DL only cell info list. This list could also be limited to the cells MBMS DL only cells that have the same coverage as the cells that provide dedicated services. We believe that it should be possible to add inter frequency FDD as well as TDD cells in this extension. Apart from this the above sections cover the necessary extensions in order to allow to address dual receiver UEs.

Specific optimisations for backwards compatibility:

Although it would in principle be possible that UEs without dual receivers could receive MBMS services on a MBMS DL only spectrum (e.g. by moving back to the frequency providing regular services as soon as the UE receives paging messages on the MBMS DL only frequency or when the UE wants to initiate a call) there would be big limitations e.g. in terms of counting, and PtP establishment. Therefore it should be FFS whether it is worthwhile to specify behaviour for UEs without dual receiver capability that would be camping on MBMS DL only cells
6.1.1.4.2
Analysis of the dual receiver UE behaviour

Compared to the above scenarios this scenario does not really bring an advantage for the UE but rather for the network operation. This allows to deploy only the necessary elements for MBMS and allows therefore cost reductions for the deployment of an MBMS dedicated network.
6.1.1.4.3
Backwards compatibility

This proposal is not really backwards compatible, Rel-6 UEs can not use the standalone MBMS frequency, but they can continue to use the Rel-6 carrier. The standalone carrier can be used in order to map “enhanced” services that are linked to a UE with the necessary capabilities.
6.1.2
FDD + TD-CDMA DL
Editor’s notes: This section should contain impacts of FDD + TD-CDMA DL.
6.1.2.1 

Scenario 1: Non-integrated RAN
For the non-integrated RAN scenario, TDD is used for the delivery of MBMS traffic and its related downlink control information. The MBMS service is broadcast over the entire service area using TDD MBMS (p-t-m) bearers regardless of the number of users that have activated the service in the service area. The control information with respect to the higher layer MBMS service announcement and service activation are communicated over FDD. The UE is required to have minimum capability of TDD/FDD dual receiver and FDD transmitter. We refer to this UE as FDD with Downlink Only TDD (FDOT).
The service announcement and service activation are carried out using higher layer NAS signalling over default unicast radio bearers. The MBMS service is broadcast in the entire service area covered by TDD for the duration of the service regardless of the user’s service activation. The MBMS p-t-m bearer is used to deliver the service. As two separate bearers are used for higher layer signalling and MBMS traffic, no interaction between TDD and FDD networks is required at the RAN level. 

While in the TDD coverage area, the FDOT UE can receive the MBMS services over TDD. When the FDOT UE is not in the TDD coverage area, the FDOT UE can receive the service either via an FDD unicast bearer or FDD p-t-p/p-t-m MBMS bearer.

For the non-integrated RAN scenario, the higher layer signalling can be communicated over an  established (or default) PDP context, which is associated with the FDD element of the FDOT UE Thus, there are no requirements for the FDD part of the FDOT UE or for that matter the FDD RAN to have MBMS capabilities. However, the TDD downlink only element of the FDOT UE is required to be MBMS capable as is the TDD RAN. 

In summary, the non-integrated RAN scenario can be implemented over a pre/post/-Rel.6 FDD RAN and Rel.6 TDD RAN. This scenario is well suited to the provision of MBMS broadcast applications such as mobile TV, where the same application content is broadcast at a given time everywhere in the network.

6.1.2.1.1 

Architecture/network implication
Figure 1 depicts the MBMS network architecture showing MBMS related entities involved in providing MBMS over TDD. 
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Figure 8: Network infrastructure of overlay MBMS using TDD: non-integrated RAN.

An overlay TDD UTRAN is used to deliver the MBMS related traffic using point-to-multipoint delivery. The FDD UTRAN and TDD UTRAN are connected to the core network over separate Iu interfaces. There is no need for “tight coupling” between the FDD and TDD UTRAN elements, either with a common FDD and TDD RNC or with the provisioning of an interface interconnecting the TDD RNC and FDD RNC.

Figure 2 illustrates signalling flow involved in allowing the FDOT UE to enable the MBMS broadcast mode over overlay TDD in non-integrated RAN scenario. 

In “non-integrated RAN” scenario, MBMS service context (MBMS service ID, MBMS Bearer Service Type, MBMS session Attributes (MBMS service area information, QoS parameters) is established in UTRAN-TDD (in the service area) for all the MBMS services available for the duration of the session. UTRAN-TDD broadcasts the available MBMS services over the entire service area covered by TDD for all the active services. 
If a user has activated the service while out of TDD coverage area, the service is made available to the UE over FDD MBMS (p-t-p or p-t-m) bearers when Rel.6 FDD UTRAN is used. Otherwise, the service is provided over FDD unicast bearers and the 3GPP PSS service supported by the BM-SC, when a pre-Rel.6 FDD UTRAN is being used, following the procedures defined in [2] and [3] SA WIs. This would provide service continuity at the edge of the TDD coverage area. The procedures used are described in Section 2.3.
It is assumed that the terminal always has in place the default PDP Context that is automatically setup upon the terminal’s bootstrap over the FDD UTRAN. The sequence of actions in order to allow the FDOT UE to enable the MBMS broadcast mode over TDD UTRAN is the following.

1. The FDOT UE uses the “default PDP Context” over FDD mode in order to receive the MBMS Service Announcement, using interactive service announcement mechanisms over point-to-point bearers as described in [3] and [4]. The service announcement document is structured according to the XML schema defined in [4], in more detail the User Service Description instance will contain an <accessGroup> element with an <accessBearer> child element indicating the fact that the delivery of this MBMS service is performed using TDD broadcast bearers or FDD MBMS bearers. After the service announcement document is parsed the terminal fetches the service description document from the URL contained in the <sessionDescriptionURI> element, over the default PDP context. The session description document contains the TMGI for this MBMS service in SDP parameter as defined in [4]. 
Note that as the pre-Rel.6 FDD network is not capable of supporting MBMS. Hence, the service announcement (in case of Non-integrated RAN with pre-Rel.6 FDD and Rel.6 TDD) indicates that the MBMS service is supported only over TDD. 

2. The terminal performs the MBMS service registration procedures as defined in [3] and [4], where the necessary authentication mechanisms are performed in the BM-SC. All this message exchange is performed over the FDD default PDP context. Before proceeding with the service registration, the terminal should check whether there is TDD coverage in the area and the FDOT UE capability of receiving MBMS over TDD.

3. The terminal performs the MSK request procedures as described in [5], in order to be able to derive the MTK key and decrypt the received SRTP-encrypted multimedia traffic. The MBMS multimedia traffic is encrypted with SRTP using the MTK key. This allows operators to apply charging for the reception of the MBMS traffic.

4. Given that in step 1 the <accessBearer> element of the service announcement was indicating that the multimedia traffic for this MBMS service is delivered over TDD MBMS bearers, the terminal starts listening to the MCCH of the TDD UTRA in order to identify the appropriate MTCH for the TMGI that defines this MBMS service.

5. After identifying the appropriate service information, the FDOT UE “tunes in” to the appropriate TDD MTCH to start receiving the multimedia MBMS traffic. It uses the MTK derived from the MSK procedures as described in [5] in order to decrypt the received multimedia traffic.
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Figure 9: Signalling flow seen in MBMS using UTRA TDD: non-integrated RAN scenario.

Note that the UE does not require a common Radio Resource Management layer between the FDD and TDD modes of operation. The “convergence” of the MBMS User service procedures is performed in higher layers of the UE’s protocol stack and in the BM-SC..
6.1.2.1.2 
Functions and procedures 
The service announcement document which is structured according to the XML schema defined in [4] should be modified to include the delivery of MBMS traffic over unpaired/TDD spectrum and/or paired/FDD spectrum while service announcement is over FDD. 

In the current Rel.6 system, MBMS broadcast services only requires activating the service locally at the FDOT UE in order to receive the service. However, according to the overlay TDD system with non-integrated RAN scenario requires the FDOT UE to perform service registration and to acquire MBMS Security Keys in order to receive the MBMS service. Thus, service announcements need to be modified to include the requirement for service registration in order to receive the TDD MBMS service.

Note that service announcement, service registration and MBMS security key request are NAS procedures which are out of the RAN scope. In the interest of completeness this information has been provided.

To receive an MBMS service, the FDOT UE should be directed to the appropriate channel carrying the MBMS traffic. If the service is available over TDD, after the successful service registration/security key request procedure, the FDOT UE listens to the system information (BCCH) on the TDD cell and discovers the MCCH, MICH, MSCH and MTCH channels over TDD. 

As the MBMS service is broadcast over the TDD cell independently of the number of users which have activated the service in the cell, no counting procedure is required. Also no UL communication is carried out over the unpaired spectrum. As the MBMS service is available in every cell at a given time instance, neither URA update nor Cell update is required on the TDD cell/URA change. 

The functional procedures required for the reception of MBMS over TDD with non-integrated RAN scenario can be described in three main steps as illustrated in Figure 3.

Step 1: The FDOT UE (with dual receiver capability) receives the MBMS service announcement over FDD spectrum. The service announcement may take place before the session starts and/or during the session. Thus, the MBMS service may already be broadcast over TDD spectrum. The FDOT UE would not be able to receive the service yet, as it does not have necessary security keys to decode the MBMS traffic.  

Step 2: The FDOT UE performs the service registration over the default PDP context on UTRAN-FDD and obtains the necessary security keys for the service.

Step 3: The FDOT UE receives the MBMS service. 
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Figure 10: Steps involved in reception of MBMS service over TDD according to non-integrated RAN scenario.

6.1.2.1.3 
Support of service continuity
6.1.2.1.3.1
Mobility in intra-TDD cells

The FDOT UE mobility between TDD cells within the service area does not affect the MBMS reception. 

If the FDOT UE moves between TDD cells which belong to the same MBMS cell group, the FDOT UE is not required to re-establish an RLC entity and a re-initialise PDCP entity for the service received. However, if the cells belong to different MBMS cell groups, then the FDOT UE is required to re-establish the RLC and re-initialise the PDCP entities.

6.1.2.1.3.2
Support of service continuity

The FDOT UE service registration and MSK request procedure is carried over FDD using the default PDP context and the procedures are transparent to the FDD UTRAN elements. Also, the FDD UTRAN does not establish an MBMS service context at the RNC thus no MBMS bearer is established over FDD. This situation causes loss of service when the user moves away from the TDD coverage area. The loss of service at the edge of the TDD coverage area can be avoided by enabling the FDOT UE to request MBMS service in FDD UTRAN over unicast FDD bearers using PSS service supported by the BM-SC in Rel.7, from the SA WIs [2] and [3].

Two different procedures for support of service continuity at the edge of TDD coverage can be envisaged depending on what release (Rel.6 or pre-Rel.6) is used for FDD UTRAN. 

6.1.2.1.3.3
Service continuity in pre-Rel.6 FDD UTRAN

When the TDD signal strength is reduced below a pre-defined threshold, the FDOT UE initiates a RRC connection request in order to establish a streaming bearer for the reception of MBMS. If the core network is capable of delivering the MBMS service over streaming bearers, a streaming bearer is established between the FDOT UE and the network. Thus the MBMS traffic is delivered over the streaming bearer in pre-Rel.6 FDD UTRAN. 

The FDOT UE behaviour at the edge of the TDD coverage area is illustrated in Figure 4. During the time interval T0 to T1 the TDD signal strength is good hence the perceptual quality received is also good. At T1 the TDD signal strength reaches the pre-defined threshold value Th1, which determines the FDOT is being close to the edge of the TDD coverage area. The FDOT initiates a RRC connection request in order to establish a streaming bearer at T1. At T2 a streaming bearer is established and MBMS is delivered over FDD. During T1 to T2 interval, the FDOT receives TDD signal even though with a degraded signal strength. Smart application procedure such as forward and backwards error concealment mechanisms, could recover the service from the degraded signal received during T1 to T2 period. With appropriate settings of Th1 and advanced application procedures, the service interruption seen at the edge of the TDD coverage area can be minimised. 
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Figure 11: The FDOT UE behaviour at the edge of the TDD coverage area.

When the FDOT UE returns to a TDD coverage area from out of TDD coverage, the FDOT UE acquires MCCH information if the interested MBMS service is available in the TDD cell for the reception of the service.  If the FDOT UE was receiving the MBMS service over MBMS p-t-p or streaming bearer in FDD UTRAN, the FDOT UE informs the reception of MBMS over TDD to the FDD UTRAN. Thus, the FDD UTRAN initiates connection release for the streaming bearer over FDD.

6.1.2.1.3.3
Service continuity in Rel.6 FDD UTRAN

The FDOT UE informs the FDD UTRAN for the loss of MBMS service due to the loss of TDD coverage. This can be informed by initiating a Cell update procedure or RRC connection procedure with the cause is set to “loss of MBMS over TDD” and including the MBMS service ID. FDD UTRAN establishes MBMS p-t-p (or p-t-m) bearer for the delivery of the corresponding MBMS service to the FDOT UE. 
When the FDOT UE returns to a TDD coverage area from out of TDD coverage, the FDOT UE acquires MCCH information if the interested MBMS service is available in the TDD cell for the reception of the service.  If the FDOT UE was receiving the MBMS service over MBMS p-t-p bearer in FDD UTRAN, the FDOT UE informs the reception of MBMS over TDD to the FDD UTRAN. Thus, the FDD UTRAN initiates connection release for the p-t-p bearer over FDD.
6.1.2.1.4 
Connection state of the UE
Only downlink transmission is available in TDD UTRAN. Therefore, the FDOT UE could only be in Idle state in TDD UTRAN. However, the FDOT UE may be in connected (CELL_DCH, CELL_FACH, URA_PCH or CELL_PCH) or Idle states (depending on the FDOT UE activity) in FDD UTRAN while receiving the MBMS traffic over TDD UTRAN.

6.1.2.1.5
Specification Impacts
Modification required for Rel.5/6 RAN specification

No modification requires.
Modification required for Rel.7 RAN specification

TDD BCCH information: In one deployment scenario TDD spectrum is used solely for the delivery of MBMS, system information transmitted over BCCH needs modification as some information (such as RACH information) may not be required.  

If the MBMS service is provided only over a portion of TDD spectrum while non-MBMS services are supported over the remaining portion of TDD spectrum for TDD Rel.6 UEs, no modification is required to BCCH. This would allow backwards compatibility to TDD Rel.6 UEs. 

FDOT UEs may be unaware of whether the MBMS service is provided over a portion of TDD spectrum or the entire TDD spectrum. Hence the BCCH information on the system which uses entire TDD spectrum for the delivery of MBMS service should be structured such a way to allow the FDOT UE to follow a common procedure in acquiring MCCH information in both deployment scenarios.

Cell update/RRC connection procedure:  The MBMS service ID should be included in the cell update and RRC connection procedure in case they are initiated with related to MBMS loss/reception over TDD. 

Reception of MBMS over TDD/FDD: at some geographical location, a FDOT UE may receive the same MBMS service over both TDD and FDD. In this scenario, a FDOT UE procedure should be defined such that the FDOT UE may select signals over TDD or FDD or the FDOT UE may receive both signals and perform selective combining at the application layer.
Modification required for Rel.7 SA specifications 

Service announcement: The parameter within the service announcement document should be modified to indicate the service is available over TD-CDMA downlink carrier only or is available over either FDD (in case no TDD coverage) or TD-CDMA downlink carrier. 

Service registration/MSK request: The FDOT UE is required to perform service registration and to acquire MBMS Security Keys in order to decode the MBMS service, which is delivered to RAN using broadcast delivery method. 

MBMS over streaming bearers: modification is required at the multimedia service centre in order to provide MBMS services over streaming bearers. 

Note: This is only applicable if pre-Rel.6 FDD UTRAN is used.
Note that both service announcement and service registration/MSK request mechanisms are out of scope of the RAN activities; hence modification required should be addressed in the relevant SA specifications.
6.1.2.1.6
Benefits and drawbacks
Benefits

MBMS over TDD with “non-integrated RAN scenario with Rel.6 FDD and TDD” supports high bit rate MBMS delivery without impacting the quality of on going dedicated services such as voice or data. The other benefits include:

· The MBMS can be supported in Rel.6 or pre-Rel.6 FDD UTRAN with overlay Rel.6 TDD UTRAN.

· No upgrade is required to the existing UTRAN-FDD network. 

· No impact on the core-network 

· No additional RAN procedures are required to support the MBMS service.

· No counting procedure is required for support of MBMS over TDD.

· Provide service continuity at the edge of the TDD coverage area

· Ideally suited to “mobile-TV-like” applications

Drawbacks

· MBMS service is broadcast in the entire service area regardless of the number of FDOT UEs activating the service in the cell. This could result in inefficient radio resource utilization in TDD cells depending upon the nature of the services being offered.

· Small increase in UL loads in UTRAN-FDD from cell update/ RRC connection, service joining/leaving due to the MBMS support in TDD. 

6.1.2.2 
Scenario 2: Integrated RAN
For the integrated RAN scenario, TDD is used as a downlink auxiliary carrier to FDD UTRAN for the delivery of MBMS traffic and its related downlink control information. Multicast signalling procedures over FDD are used for the service establishment. The UE is required to have a minimum capability of TDD/FDD dual receiver and FDD transmitter. We refer to this UE as FDD with Downlink Only TDD (FDOT).
The MBMS services are delivered over either FDD or TDD bearers depending on the radio requirements. P-t-m bearers are being used for MBMS support over TDD. The MBMS service is made available over TDD cells only if the number of users, who have activated the service in the cell, is larger than a pre-defined threshold. Otherwise, the MBMS service is provided to the activated users using point-to-point connection over FDD carriers. This requires interaction between FDD and TDD networks at UTRAN level.
While in the TDD coverage area, the FDOT UE can receive the MBMS services over TDD. When the FDOT UE is not in the TDD coverage area, the FDOT UE can receive the service via an FDD p-t-p/p-t-m MBMS bearer.
In the integrated RAN scenario, FDD UTRAN makes the decision on the support of MBMS over FDD p-t-p/p-t-m MBMS bearer or TDD p-t-m MBMS bearer depending on the service demand. This provides an efficient resource management in UTRAN. 

In addition, the integrated RAN scenario allows fast switching (low service interruption) between MBMS delivery over TDD and FDD MBMS bearers. This is specially benefited in enabling service continuity at the edge of TDD coverage areas.  
As the UE service joining and leaving at any time is allowed in the integrated RAN scenario, more flexible charging models can be applied. 
Two different deployment scenarios are investigated under the “Integrated RAN” scenario. The first scenario is based on the Rel.6 MBMS framework and this does not have any impacts on the core network elements or BM-SC. However, this requires an Iur (logical) interface between the FDD RNC and TDD RNC. This is referred to as “Integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework” in this document. 

The second scenario is based on “one tunnel approach”, which is being investigated in SA2 [1] to enable direct tunnelling for user plane between RNC and GGSN within PS domain. The one tunnel approach has also been proposed in [2] as an UTRAN evolution to achieve LTE architectural benefits for HSPA by gradual introduction of a flat network architecture. This is referred to as “Integrated RAN based on one-tunnel approach” in this document. 

6.1.2.2.1
Architecture/network implication

6.1.2.2.1.1
Integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework
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Figure 12: Network infrastructure of overlay MBMS using TDD: integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework. 

Figure 1 depicts the MBMS network architecture showing MBMS related entities involved in providing MBMS over TDD in an “Integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework”. The MBMS service is delivered over the overlay TDD network. Both UTRAN-FDD and UTRAN-TDD is assumed to use a common GGSN. FDD-RNC is connected to TDD-RNC via Iur interface. 

Figure 2 illustrates signalling flow involved in allowing the UE to enable the MBMS multicast mode over overlay TDD in “Integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework”. The sequence of actions in order to allow the UE to enable the MBMS multicast mode over TDD UTRAN is the following.
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Figure 13: Signalling flow seen in MBMS using UTRA TDD: Integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework.

1. The terminal uses the “default PDP Context” over FDD mode in order to transport the MBMS Service Announcement, using interactive service announcement mechanisms over point-to-point bearers as described in [3]. The service announcement document is structured according to the XML schema defined in [3].  In more detail the User Service Description instance will contain an <accessGroup> element with an <accessBearer> child element indicating the fact that the delivery of this MBMS service is performed using either TDD p-t-m or FDD p-t-p bearers. In the same descriptor it is indicated to the terminal whether the service will use multicast or broadcast delivery mode. 

2. The terminal performs the MBMS service registration procedures as defined in [4], where the necessary authentication mechanisms are performed in the BM-SC. All this message exchange is performed over the FDD default PDP context.

3. The terminal performs the MSK request procedures as described in [4], in order to be able to derive the MTK key and decrypt the received traffic multimedia traffic. 

4. The terminal sends an “IGMP Join” request to the multicast group that is interested to join over the default PDP context using FDD unicast bearers, the IP multicast address of the group is extracted from the SDP description document for this particular MBMS service. The FDD GGSN receives the “IGMP Join” request as in [5].

5. The FDD GGSN initiates the appropriate Gmb interface signaling in order to request authorization from the BM-SC for the terminal with the particular IMSI to receive traffic for this particular multicast group. 

6. The authorization decision, which is based on subscription data in the BM-SC, is provided in the MBMS Authorization Response together with the APN to be used for creation of the MBMS UE context. 

Note: In this case, common GGSN for TDD and FDD networks is assumed. Hence the APN points to the common GGSN. 

7. The GGSN sends an MBMS Notification Request (IP multicast address, APN, Linked NSAPI) to the FDD SGSN. Linked NSAPI is set equal to the NSAPI of the PDP context over which the Join request was received. The IP multicast address is the one requested by the UE in the Join request. The APN indicates the APN of the common GGSN selected by BM-SC. If the request is received correctly, the SGSN acknowledges the received message to the GGSN, this message is omitted from the signalling flow for simplicity.

8. The FDD SGSN sends a Request MBMS Context Activation (IP multicast address, APN, Linked NSAPI) to the UE to request it to activate an MBMS UE Context. The Linked NSAPI allows the UE to associate the MBMS UE Context with the PDP context over which it sent the IGMP Join message in step 4.  

9. The UE creates an MBMS UE context and sends an Activate MBMS Context Request message to the FDD SGSN. The message includes IP Multicast address, APN, MBMS_NSAPI, and MBMS bearer capabilities. The IP multicast address identifies the MBMS multicast service, which the UE wishes to joint to, while APN indicates the common GGSN. The MBMS bearer capabilities indicate the maximum QoS the UE can handle.

10. The FDD SGSN creates an MBMS UE context and sends a Create MBMS Context Requests (including IP multicast address, APN, MBMS_NSAPI, IMSI, MSISDN, RAI, IMEI-SV, RAT Type) to the GGSN.

11. The GGSN sends an MBMS Authorization Request (including IMSI, MSISDN, RAI, IMEI-SV, RAT Type, CGI/SAI) seeking authorization for the activating terminal. 

12. The authorization decision is provided in the MBMS Authorization Response. The BM-SC creates an MBMS UE Context. If no TMGI has been allocated for this MBMS bearer service, the BM-SC will allocate a new TMGI. This TMGI will be passed to the common GGSN via the MBMS Registration Response message.

13. The GGSN creates an MBMS UE context and sends a Create MBMS Context Response to the FDD SGSN.

14. The FDD SGSN provides to the RAN the MBMS UE context via the MBMS UE linking procedure. The signaling flow is used to link a specific UE to one or several MBMS service context in the FDD RNC. The message contains the list of MBMS service IDs activated by the UE. If there has not been an MBMS service context related to an MBMS service Id then the FDD RNC creates an MBMS service context as a result of this procedure.

15. The MBMS UE context is established at the TDD RNC as a result of MBMS Iur UE linking via “MBMS Attach” procedure. This procedure requires an Iur interface between FDD RNC and TDD RNC. During the procedure, the information related to a particular MBMS service, which is activated by the UE is delivered to the TDD RNC. The information includes APN and IP multicast address for the particular MBMS service, i.e.:TMGI.

16. The “MBMS Registration” procedure is initiated by the TDD RNC, in the case if there is no MBMS service context for the MBMS service in this RNC. The procedure is initiated by the TDD RNC, as soon as a MBMS Iur UE linking is received and there is no existing MBMS context for the required MBMS service.

Note: During the procedure described in steps (15) and (16), the MBMS service context for the required service is established at both FDD and TDD RNCs.

17. The FDD SGSN sends an Activate MBMS Context Accept (TMGI, MBMS bearer capabilities) to the terminal. The terminal after the MBMS context is established starts receiving the MBMS multimedia traffic, in case encryption is used the MTK is utilised to decrypt the received traffic.  

6.1.2.2.1.2
Integrated RAN, using the “one tunnel” approach
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Figure 14: Network infrastructure of overlay MBMS using TDD: integrated RAN using the “one tunnel” approach

3GPP SA2 is working in [1] in an optimized architecture for the delivery of PS services over the CN. The essence of this architecture is the by-passing of the SGSN for the delivery of the PS user plane traffic from the GGSN to the RAN. Additional functionality is added in the GGSN and SGSN CN nodes to make this possible.

What is proposed in this architecture approach is that for the case of the FDOT UEs the termination of the Gn tunnel (GTP-U) for the case of the MBMS traffic is going to terminate to the TDD RNC directly. That way the maximum efficiency is performed both in terms of air-interface, but also CN nodes’ utilization. It is understood that a number of modifications in the CN nodes and interfaces involved is necessary for this architectural approach, but given that SA2 is working on the evolution of the “one tunnel” architecture at the moment, additions to this working document can be performed in a timely manner.

This tdoc proposes a possibility for a set of modifications that can adapt the integrated RAN solution for the delivery of MBMS service traffic over TDD to the “one tunnel” approach. Nevertheless if this is the preferred architecture liaising with 3GPP SA2 is necessary in order to achieve alignment.
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Figure 15: Signalling flow seen in MBMS using UTRA TDD: Integrated RAN based on Rel.6 MBMS framework.
Steps 1-4: The signalling procedures described in section 2.1.1.1, utilizing the default PDP context over FDD bearers apply. The service announcement indicates that the transport of the MBMS traffic is going to take place over the TD-CDMA network.

Steps 5-9: The signalling procedures described in section 2.1.1.1.apply.

Step 10: The message “Create MBMS Context Request” following the “one tunnel approach” described in [1][6]  indicates the reserved “not allocated” value for the traffic path as the Iu bearer is not yet allocated in the RAN.

Step 11-13: The signalling procedures described in section 2.1.1.1.apply 

Step 14: The SGSN allocates the appropriate resources in the RAN for the MBMS context by exchanging signalling information with the FDD and TDD RNCs, separating the CP and UP paths over the Iu and Iur interfaces. Similar procedures with the ones defined in section 2.1.1.1 for the messages 14-16 apply.

Step 15: The signalling procedures described in section 2.1.1.1.apply

Step 16: After the MBMS Context is provisioned in the RAN the SGSN updates the MBMS context indicating to the GGSN the RAN address and the TEID of the TDD RNC.

Step 17: The GGSN updates the MBMS Context and returns the Update MBMS Context Response message. The tunnel between the GGSN and the TDD RNC is established.

The GGSN in that case will send the MBMS user plane traffic directly to the TD-CDMA RNC following the “one tunnel” approach defined in 3GPP.  

6.1.2.2.2
Functions and procedures

The service announcement document which is structured according to the XML schema defined in [3] should be modified to include the delivery of MBMS traffic over unpaired/TDD spectrum and/or paired/FDD spectrum while service announcement is over FDD. 

The UE is required to join the service in order to receive the necessary security keys to decode the MBMS traffic. The same joining procedure as in Rel.6 can be used. The UE capabilities (dual receiver capability) should be indicated to the network during the joining procedure. 
The FDD-RNC is implicitly registered to the corresponding SGSN via UE linking procedure. After the MBMS context is established at the FDD-RNC, the FDD-RNC sends MBMS Attached request signal to the TDD-RNC over Iur interface. This triggers explicit MBMS registration at the TDD-RNC. 
Counting procedure is required to identify the number of users who have activated the service in the system. Counting request is sent over MCCH which is transmitted over either TDD or FDD. However, the counting response from the UE is transmitted over FDD spectrum. When to initiate the counting request is implementation specific and may be controlled by the FDD-RNC according to the UL load condition.
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Figure 16: Steps involved in counting procedure in MBMS over TDD: integrated RAN scenario.

The transmission mode decision is made by the FDD-UTRAN based on the number of UEs that have joined the service and from the response to counting. If the number of UEs that have joined the service in a TDD cell is larger than a pre-defined threshold, p-t-m TDD bearer is established. Otherwise, p-t-p/p-t-m transmission is established over FDD spectrum. The transition between the two transmission modes is shown in Figure 4. UE linking may trigger the transition from p-t-p to p-t-m. Counting response may trigger the p-t-m to p-t-p transition. If transmission mode is changed, the UEs are informed about the decision over DCCH in FDD. 
If the user wishes to leave the service, it initiates a service leaving procedure over FDD to UTRAN-FDD. The leaving does not change the transmission mode.  

[image: image18]
Figure 17: The transmission mode transition in MBMS over TDD with support of counting.

The functional procedures required for the reception of MBMS over TDD: integrated RAN scenario with support of counting can be described in seven steps as illustrated in Figure 5.

Step 1: The FDOT UE receives the MBMS service announcement over FDD spectrum. The service announcement may take place before the session starts and/or during the session. Thus, the MBMS service may or may not already being delivered over TDD spectrum. The UE would not be able to receive the service yet, as it has not joined the service.  

Step 2: The UE joins the service over UTRAN-FDD. The joining procedure may also trigger MBMS service registration at the TDD RNC via attached procedure over Iur. The MBMS service registration procedure results in MBMS service context available at both TDD and FDD RNC for a given MBMS service. The UE is informed about the transmission mode (p-t-p or p-t-m) and delivery mode (over FDD or over TDD) during the joining procedure.

Step 3: The UE should listen to the BCCH, MCCH, MICH, MSCH and MTCH which are transmitted over the TDD cell. The UE receives the MBMS service over TDD. 

Step 4: The UE leaves the service by initiating a leaving procedure over UTRAN-FDD.

Step 5: The FDD-RNC may send counting request over MCCH in TDD.  
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Figure 18: Steps involved in reception of MBMS service over TDD with support of counting.

Step 6: The UE responds to the counting request by sending a counting response over FDD UL.

Step 7: The FDD-RNC changes the decision on transmission mode to p-t-p transmission over FDD. This may trigger TDD RNC de-linking and/or TDD-RNC de-registration, which clears the MBMS service context at the TDD-RNC.
6.1.2.2.3 
Support of service continuity

Mobility in FDD cells follows same procedures (such as Cell update, URA update) as in Rel.6 specification.

MBMS critical information informing all MBMS services currently configured for p-t-m transmission is periodically transmitted in MBMS activated cells. The critical information also contains radio bearer information for each MBMS service and neighbouring cell information. Thus, the UE mobility between TDD cells does not affect the MBMS reception if the service is available in the cell.

While receiving the MBMS service over TDD, if the FDOT UE moves to a new TDD cell where the service is not available, the FDOT UE first checks whether the service is available over p-t-m MBMS bearer over FDD. If the service is available over FDD p-t-m MBMS bearer, it tunes to the MTCH over FDD and receives the MBMS service over FDD.

If the service is not available either over FDD p-t-m MBMS or TDD p-t-m MBMS bearers, the FDOT UE initiates “Cell Update” or “RRC connection” procedure (depending on the UE states in FDD UTRAN) with cause set to “MBMS p-t-p bearer request” over FDD uplink. The message also contains MBMS ID (or MBMS IDs if more than one service is activated), TDD Cell ID and FDD Cell ID.  FDD UTRAN may set up a p-t-p or p-t-m MBMS FDD bearer or p-t-m MBMS TDD bearer and the UE is informed of the delivery mechanism over the dedicated unicast bearer. 

If the UE moves to a area where there is no TDD coverage, the FDOT UE initiates “cell update” or “RRC connection” procedure with cause set to “MBMS p-t-p bearer request” over FDD uplink.  The message may include the MBMS service ID. FDD UTRAN may set up a p-t-p or p-t-m MBMS FDD bearer and the UE is informed of the delivery mechanism over the dedicated unicast bearer.
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Figure 19: Cell Update instances seen in overlay TDD MBMS system 

Figure 6 illustrates cell update instances seen in overlay TDD MBMS system. The UE state in FDD is assumed to be CELL_PCH. The UE moves from point A to point B. a number of cell update instances can be seen. Instances I1, I3 and I5 are resulted due to the FDD cell change, thus the same cell update procedure as in Rel.6 is applied. Instance I2 is resulted because the UE is moving to a TDD cell where the MBMS service is not available. The UE initiates cell update procedure to request a p-t-p MBMS bearer over FDD. The message includes cause: MBMS p-t-p bearer request, MBMS ID (or MBMS IDs if more than one service is activated), FDD cell ID and TDD cell ID.  At Instance I4, the UE moves to a TDD cell where the service is available over p-t-m MBMS bearer while receiving the MBMS service over FDD p-t-p MBMS bearer. The cell update is sent to the network to inform that the service is available over TDD. The message includes the cause: MBMS reception over TDD, MBMS ID (or MBMS IDs if more than one service is activated), TDD cell ID and FDD cell ID. Even though, the TDD cell is change at Instance I6, this would not cause cell update as the MBMS service is available in the cell which the UE is moving to.   

6.1.2.2.4 
Connection state of the UE

Only downlink transmission is available in TDD UTRAN. Therefore, the FDOT UE could only be in Idle state in TDD UTRAN. However, the FDOT UE may be in connected (CELL_DCH, CELL_FACH, URA_PCH or CELL_PCH) or Idle states (depending on the FDOT UE activity) in FDD UTRAN while receiving the MBMS traffic over TDD UTRAN.

6.1.2.2.5 
Specification Impacts

Modification required for Rel.6 RAN specification

No modification requires.
Modification required for Rel.7 RAN specification
TDD BCCH information: In one deployment scenario TDD spectrum is used solely for the delivery of MBMS, system information transmitted over BCCH needs modification as some information (such as RACH information) may not be required.  

If the MBMS service is provided only over a portion of TDD spectrum while non-MBMS services are supported over the remaining portion of TDD spectrum for TDD Rel.6 UEs, no modification is required to BCCH. This would allow backwards compatibility to TDD Rel.6 UEs. 

FDOT UEs may be unaware of whether the MBMS service is provided over a portion of TDD spectrum or the entire TDD spectrum. Hence the BCCH information on the system which uses entire TDD spectrum for the delivery of MBMS service should be structured such a way to allow the FDOT UE to follow a common procedure in acquiring MCCH information in both deployment scenarios.

Cell update/RRC connection procedure:  One new “cause” values as “MBMS reception over TDD” should be added to the list of “cause” values specified to be used in cell update and RRC connection procedures. Furthermore, the MBMS service ID (or MBMS service IDs if more than one service is activated), TDD cell ID and FDD cell ID should also be included in the cell update and RRC connection procedure in case they are initiated with related to MBMS loss/reception over TDD or to a counting response. 

Reception of MBMS over TDD/FDD: at some geographical location, a FDOT UE may receive the same MBMS service over both TDD and FDD p-t-m MBMS bearer. In this scenario, a FDOT UE procedure should be defined such that the FDOT UE may select signals over TDD or FDD or the FDOT UE may receive both signals and perform selective combining at the application layer. 
Modification required for Rel.7 SA specifications 
In case of the “one tunnel” architecture changes required in TR23.809.Otherwise there is no further impact.
6.1.2.2.6
Benefits and drawbacks

Benefits

MBMS over TDD with “Integrated RAN scenario with Rel.6 FDD and TDD” supports high bit rate MBMS delivery without impacting the quality of on going dedicated services such as voice or data. The other benefits include:

· No impact on the core-network or BM-SC, in case the Rel.6 MBMS procedures are being used. For the case of the “one tunnel” approach, which is work in progress in SA2, it is required to make the necessary changes in [1].

· No additional procedures are required to support the MBMS service.   

· Multicasting allows transmission of the MBMS multimedia only to the parts of the core network and UTRAN that have subscribers added to these particular multicast groups, therefore the load on the UTRAN/Core Network is reduced. 

· More flexible charging models can be applied, compared to the case that the FDD and TDD RANs are not integrated.

· Allow efficient radio resource management as MBMS may be delivered over FDD p-t-p or TDD p-t-m bearers based on the number of UEs, which has activated the service.

· Allow fast switching (low service interruption) between MBMS delivery over TDD and FDD MBMS bearers. This is specially benefited in enabling service continuity at the edge of TDD coverage areas.  

Drawbacks

· Some upgrade is required to the existing UTRAN-FDD network: 

· This is required for the Iur interface between FDD-RNC and TDD-RNC

· Some functional upgrade is required at the FDD-RNC to trigger TDD-RNC linking over the Iur interface.

· Increase in UL loads in UTRAN-FDD due to cell update triggered by TDD cell change.

· Small increase in UL loads in UTRAN-FDD from cell update/ RRC connection due to the MBMS support in TDD. 

7
Conclusions and Recommendations
Editor’s notes: This section concludes this feasibility study and describes which technical schemes of section 4 are recommended to further enhance MBMS in the scope of this study item.
7.1
Conclusions
7.1.1 
Dual Receiver UEs

7.1.1.1 
FDD + WCDMA DL
7.1.1. 2
FDD + TD–CDMA DL
7.2
Recommendations
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