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5
Requirements

-
The Enhanced Uplink feature shall aim at providing significant enhancements in terms of user experience (throughput and delay) and/or capacity. The coverage is an important aspect of the user experience and that it is desirable to allow an operator to provide for consistency of performance across the whole cell area.

-
The focus shall be on urban, sub-urban and rural deployment scenarios.
-
Full mobility shall be supported, i.e., mobility should be supported for high-speed cases also, but optimisation should be for low-speed to medium-speed scenarios.
-
Improvements in the uplink performance of dedicated transport channels are required, with priority given to improving performance with respect to streaming, interactive and background services. Relevant QoS mechanisms shall allow the support of streaming, interactive and background PS services.

-
It is highly desirable to keep the Enhanced Uplink as simple as possible. New techniques or group of techniques shall therefore provide significant incremental gain for an acceptable complexity. The value added per feature/technique should be considered in the evaluation. It is also desirable to avoid unnecessary options in the specification of the feature.

-
The UE and network complexity shall be minimised for a given level of system performance. 

-
The impact on current releases in terms of both protocol and hardware perspectives shall be taken into account.

-
It shall be possible to introduce the Enhanced Uplink feature in a network which has terminals from Release'99, Release 4 and Release 5. The Enhanced Uplink feature shall enable to achieve significant improvements in overall system performance when operated together with HSDPA. Emphasis shall be given on the potential impact the new feature may have on the downlink capacity. Likewise it shall be possible to deploy the Enhanced Uplink feature without any dependency on the deployment of the HSDPA feature. However, a terminal supporting the Enhanced Uplink feature shall support HSDPA.

· Commonality between 3.84 Mcps TDD and FDD E-DCH features are desired as long as system performance is not impaired.
· For 3.84 Mcps TDD, it shall be possible to run enhanced uplink "stand-alone" or in parallel with HS-DSCH without associated (or otherwise) uplink or downlink dedicated physical channels.
7.3.6
Details of MAC-e

There is one MAC-e entity in the NodeB for each UE and one E-DCH scheduler function in the Node-B. The MAC-e and E-DCH scheduler handle Enhanced Uplink specific functions in the NodeB. In the model below, the MAC-e and E-DCH scheduler comprises the following entities:

-
E-DCH Scheduling:
This function manages E-DCH cell resources between UEs. Based on scheduling requests, Scheduling  Grants are determined and transmitted. The general principles of the E-DCH scheduling are described in subclause 9.1 below. However implementation is not specified (i.e. depends on RRM strategy).

-
E-DCH Control:
The E-DCH control entity is responsible for reception of scheduling requests and transmission of Scheduling Grants. The general principles of the E-DCH scheduling are described in subclause 9.1 below.

-
De-multiplexing:
This function provides de-multiplexing of MAC-e PDUs. MAC-es PDUs are forwarded to the associated MAC-d flow.

-
HARQ:
One HARQ entity is capable of supporting multiple instances (HARQ processes) of stop and wait HARQ protocols. Each process is responsible for generating ACKs or NACKs indicating delivery status of E-DCH transmissions. The HARQ entity handles all tasks that are required for the HARQ protocol. 

The associated signalling shown in the figure illustrates the exchange of information between layer 1 and layer 2 provided by primitives.
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Figure 7.3.6-1: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-e details (FDD only)
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Figure 7.3.6-2: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-e details (3.84 Mcps TDD only)

8.1
General principle

The HARQ protocol has the following characteristics:

-
Stop and wait HARQ is used;

-
The HARQ is based on synchronous downlink ACK/NACKs;

-
There will be an upper limit to the number of retransmissions. The UE decides on a maximum number of transmissions for a MAC-e PDU based on the maximum number of transmissions attribute (see subclause 11.1.1), according to the following principles:
-
The UE selects the highest 'maximum number of transmissions' among all the considered HARQ profiles associated to the MAC-d flows in the MAC-e PDU.

-
Pre-emption will not be supported by E-DCH (ongoing re-transmissions will not be pre-empted by higher priority data for a particular process);

-
Incremental redundancy shall be supported by the specifications with Chase combining as a subcase:

-
The first transmission shall be self decodable;

-
The UTRAN configures the UE to either use the same incremental redundancy version (RV) for all transmissions, or to set the RV according to set of rules based on E-TFC, Retransmission Sequence Number (RSN) and the transmission timing;

For FDD:

-
The HARQ is based on synchronous retransmissions in the uplink:

-
The number of processes depends on the TTI: 8 processes for the 2ms TTI and 4 processes for the 10ms TTI. For both scheduled and non-scheduled transmission for a given UE, it is possible to restrict the transmission to specific processes for the 2ms E-DCH TTI;

· In case of TTI reconfiguration, the MAC-e HARQ processes are flushed and no special mechanism is defined to lower SDU losses.

-
Intra Node B macro-diversity and Inter Node B macro-diversity should be supported for the E-DCH with HARQ;

-
There shall be no need, from the H-ARQ operation point of view, to reconfigure the Node B from upper layers when moving in or out of soft handover situations.

For 3.84 Mcps TDD:

· 
There are 8 HARQ processes (4 for scheduled transmissions and 4 for non-scheduled transmissions); 

· If an Absolute Grant is received in Frame (i) then the UE transmits a data block in Frame (i+T1)

· For a data block transmitted in Frame (i+T1) the UE receives an ACK/NACK in Frame (i+T1+T2), see Figure 8.1, E-HICH is decoded on the basis of slots and channelisation codes assigned via the Grant [11].

· If NACK is received in Frame (i+T1+T2) then the UE cannot retransmit any data block previously transmitted in Frame (i+T1) (now stored for potential retransmission) until it receives an Absolute Grant. 

· The interval T3 between reception of NACK and reception of a Grant for a subsequent retransmission is variable and depends on a Node B scheduling decision. 
· If an ACK is received in Frame (i+T1+T2) then data blocks previously transmitted in Frame (i+T1) (stored for potential retransmission) are discarded and the HARQ process identity associated with the previously transmitted data blocks can now be reassigned.

· The number of HARQ processes is a function of T1 and T2 

Where: 

T1 is the difference between the index of the frame in which Absolute Grant is received and the index of the frame in which the UE shall transmit/retransmit data, e.g. if an Absolute Grant is received in Frame (i) and data shall be transmitted/retransmitted in Frame (i+3) then T1 = 3.

T2 is the difference between the index of the frame in which a data block is transmitted/retransmitted and the index of the frame in which ACK/NACK is received for that data block, e.g. if a data block is sent in Frame (k) and ACK/NACK is received in Frame (k+2) then T2=2.

The values of T1 and T2 are derived from the physical layer timings given in [12]. 
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Figure 8.1: TDD E-DCH HARQ

9.2.1
Grants from the Serving RLS

9.2.1
Grants from the Serving RLS

9.2.1.1
FDD

The UE shall be able to receive Absolute Grants from the Serving E-DCH cell and Relative Grants from the Serving E-DCH RLS.

The UE shall handle the Grant from the Serving E-DCH RLS as follows:

-
The UE maintains a "Serving Grant" (SG);

-
The SG is used in the E-TFC selection algorithm as the maximum allowed E-DPDCH/DPCCH power ratio for the transmission of scheduled data in active HARQ processes;

-
Each Absolute Grant and Relative Grant is associated with a specific uplink E-DCH TTI i.e. HARQ process. This association is implicitly based on the timing of the E-AGCH and E-RGCH (see [3]). The timing is tight enough that this relationship is un-ambiguous;

-
The SG is updated according to the following algorithm, regardless of the transmission/retransmission status of the HARQ process. The SG is not used for the E-TFC selection algorithm if the HARQ process is in retransmission;
-
When receiving an "Absolute Grant" on the E-AGCH of the serving E-DCH cell:

-
Primary Absolute Grants always affect the SG;

-
Secondary Absolute Grants only affect the SG if the last Primary Absolute Grant was set to 'INACTIVE' and, in case of 2ms TTI, the process activation flag was set to 'All' (transition trigger), or if the latest Absolute Grant that affected the SG was the Secondary one. When transition to the secondary E-RNTI is triggered, UE shall update the SG with the latest received Absolute Grant on the secondary E-RNTI (UE shall listen to both E-RNTIs in parallel, if both E-RNTIs are configured);
-
In case of 10ms TTI, SG is set to the received value if the grant value is different from 'INACTIVE';

-
In case of 2ms TTI and a Primary Absolute Grant was received:
· If the received value is different from 'INACTIVE', the SG is set to that value and the following activation mechanism is applied to processes that are not disabled as per L3 signalling:

· In case of an AG associated to an inactive process, the process activation flag indicates whether all processes or only this particular process becomes active;

· In case of an AG associated to an active process, the process activation flag will indicate whether all processes become active ('all') or the activation status of the processes is not changed ('single');

· If the received value is 'INACTIVE', the UE behaviour depends on the process activation flag:

· If the flag is set to 'single', this active process becomes inactive;

· If the activation flag is set to 'All' and the secondary E-RNTI is configured:

· All L3-enabled processes that are deactivated become active.

-
If the activation flag is set to 'All' and the secondary E-RNTI is not configured:

-
All L3-enabled processes are deactivated (if a process was inactive it remains inactive, if a process was active it becomes inactive).

-
In case of 2ms TTI and a Secondary Absolute Grant was received:

-
In case the Secondary Absolute Grant affects the SG, the SG is set to the received value.
-
If no "Absolute Grant" is received by the UE in a TTI and the last SG update was due to a Primary Absolute Grant from the E-AGCH or from RRC signalling, then the UE shall follow the "Relative Grant" of the Serving E-DCH RLS:

-
A Serving Relative Grant is interpreted relative to the UE power ratio in the previous TTI for the same hybrid ARQ process as the transmission which the Relative Grant will affect (see figure 9.2.1-1);

[image: image4.wmf] 

1

 

2

 

3

 

4

 

1

 

2

 

3

 

E

-

RGCH

 

E

-

DCH

 

HARQ process 

number

 

Scheduling 

decision

 

Load 

estimation, etc

 

RG interpreted relative 

to the previous TTI 

in 

this HARQ process

.

 


Figure 9.2.1-1: Timing relation for Relative Grant

-
If no data was transmitted at the same hybrid ARQ process in the previous TTI, the UE shall ignore the Relative Grant.
-
Else

-
The UE shall calculate its new SG by applying a Delta compared with its last used power ratio. See details in [4];

-
When the UE receives a "HOLD" (i.e. DTX) from the Serving E-DCH RLS:

-
SG remains unchanged.

9.2.1.2
3.84 Mcps TDD

-
The UE shall be able to receive Absolute Grant from the Serving E-DCH cell and shall select the maximum allowed rate in E-TFC selection according to information received in the Absolute Grant.

-
When the UE receives an Absolute Grant:

· if there are MAC-e PDUs awaiting retransmission and the resources assigned by the Grant 


enable transmission of a MAC-e PDU awaiting retransmission then it is used for a 



retransmission (oldest first) else it is used for a new transmission.

9.3.1.1
Scheduling information

9.3.1.1.1
Content

The UE includes the following in the Scheduling Information (only taking into account the logical channels for which RRC configured that reporting was required and always excluding logical channels mapped on non-scheduled MAC-d flows):

· Logical channel ID of the highest priority channel with data in buffer, on 4 bits. The logical channel ID field identifies unambigiouly the highest priority logical channel with available data and QoS information related to this indicated logical channel;

· UE Buffer occupancy (in Bytes):

· Buffer status for the highest priority logical channel with data in buffer, on 4 bits, as a fraction of the total reported buffer;

· Total buffer status, on 5 bits;

· UE Power Headroom (UPH): For FDD, the UPH field indicates the ratio of the maximum UE transmission power and the corresponding DPCCH code power defined in [7]. For 3.84 Mcps TDD, the UPH field indicates the ratio of the maximum power and the Pe-base defined in [11]. The UPH field is 5 bits.

· For 3.84 Mcps TDD: Path Loss:

-
Information derived from measurements of serving cell and neighbour cell's RSCP (5 bits);

9.3.1.1.2
Triggers

In the case where the UE is not allowed to transmit scheduled data (because it has no Serving Grant available or it has received an Absolute Grant preventing it from transmitting in any process) and it has Scheduled data to send on a logical channel for which Scheduling Information shall be reported:

-
For FDD:

· Scheduling Information shall be sent to the Serving E-DCH RLS in a MAC-e PDU;

· Periodic reporting to protect against NACK-to-ACK misinterpretation;

· Scheduling Information could be sent alone, or with non-scheduled data, if such exist;
· Scheduling Information will also be triggered if higher priority data arrives in buffer.

-
 For 3.84 Mcps TDD:

· 
Scheduling Information shall be sent to the Node B on the E-RUCCH (E-DCH Random access 
Uplink Control Channel)

-
Buffer Information, Physical Layer Information plus the E-RNTI is sent on the E-


RUCCH

· 
Scheduling information may also be sent with non-scheduled data.

In the case where the UE is allowed to transmit scheduled data and it has Scheduled data to send on a logical channel for which Scheduling Information shall be reported:

· it shall send the Scheduling Information to the Serving E-DCH RLS in the MAC-e PDU;

· the Scheduling Information is sent periodically (period defined by RRC);

The details on how Scheduling Information is included in the MAC-e PDU can be found in [4].

9.3.1.1.3
Transmission and Reliability scheme

Two transmission mechanisms are defined, depending on whether the Scheduling Information is transmitted alone, or with data (scheduled and/or non-scheduled):

1.
When the Scheduling Information is sent alone:

For FDD:
-
The power offset is configured by RRC and the maximum number of re-transmissions is defined by the standard;
-
HARQ (re)transmissions are performed until an ACK from the RLS containing the serving cell is received or until the max number of transmissions is reached.

For 3.84 Mcps TDD:

- 
Scheduling Information sent via the E-RUCCH (no Scheduling Grant) is transmitted at appropriate power and forward error correction, as defined by physical layer specifications. If the UE does not receive a response in the form of an Absolute Grant is received then then the UE is required to resend Scheduling Information.

2.
When Scheduling Information is sent with data: 
-
Use the HARQ power offset attribute of the highest priority data, and the maximum number of transmissions among all the considered HARQ profiles associated to the MAC-d flows for the MAC-e PDU to be transmitted;

-
HARQ (re)transmissions are performed until an ACK is received, or until the max number of transmissions is reached.
-
For FDD, if the UE receives an ACK from an RLS not containing the serving cell for a packet that includes scheduling information which was triggered by an event or a timer as per section 9.3.1.1.2, it flushes the packet and includes the scheduling information with new data payload in the following packet.

For 3.84 Mcps TDD:

-
A timer T_RUCCH is used to permit retransmission of buffer information if there has been no grant received. The timer is a mechanism to manage the fact that the UE does not receive an acknowledgement about the successful reception of buffer information following an E-RUCCH transmission. Even when the buffer information is sent on E-PUCH it is possible that the Node B may send a NACK (indicating that the buffer information was not correctly decoded) which the UE wrongly interprets as an ACK. Therefore, the timer shall also apply when buffer information is sent on E-PUCH.

-
when a the UE is sends buffer information (mapped to E-RUCCH or E-PUCH):


- if it indicates zero buffer occupancy



-
 the timer T_RUCCH shall be stopped and reset if it is running (and NOT restarted)



- else,  

-
if the timer T_RUCCH is running


-
it shall be stopped and reset,and restarted


-
else

-
the timer shall be started

(T_RUCCH is configured by RRC, in Radio Bearer Setup Request, default value is 200 ms).

· When the aggregate buffer volume transitions from zero to greater than zero:

-
if there are no queued retransmissions



-
an E-RUCCH shall be sent (carrying buffer information)


-
else

-
if T_RUCCH is not running it shall be started.  

-
When timer T_RUCCH expires – a new E-RUCCH transmission shall be made (the timer is restarted) once 
a successful draw has been made using the E-RUCCH persistence value.
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