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Introduction

Despite the principle agreement in the RAN plenary at the start of the LTE discussions that the work on UTRAN would remain a higher priority, there appears to be some confusion in terms of the prioritisation of the work between the UTRAN work/study items and the LTE study. The aim of this paper to clarify the view on the prioritisation of the work and propose a way forward to ensure such prioritisation is done within the different RAN working groups.

Discussion

Currently the RAN working groups are devoting significant time to the LTE work, with RAN1, RAN2 and RAN3 spending at least two days per week progressing the feasibility study. Although we are happy that this should allow the LTE work to progress efficiently, it should be clear that it should not come to the detriment of the availability and quality of the specification of UTRAN features. We would like to stress the point that LTE should not cause any impact on the finalisation of the work on HSUPA, nor on the specification of other new features which would provide benefits for UTRAN (e.g. continuous connectivity for packet users). Naturally since we expect the UTRAN deployments to have a long lifetime, it is relatively obvious that continued efforts in the improvements of UTRAN are important to operators, hence it is key to make sure we allow sufficient time and efforts to the UTRAN related work. We therefore encourage companies to keep delegates actively working on UTRAN.

Way Forward

Our proposal is that 3GPP adopt the following way forward:

· Recognise that the work on UTRAN is of higher priority than the LTE work.

· Recognise that exceptions could be made for some specific work/study items.

· Agree to reflect such prioritisation in the agendas of the different WG meetings.
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