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Introduction

In RAN-WG4#36 meeting, it was agreed as proposed in [1] to deliberate re-numbering of UARFCN (UTRA Absolute Radio Frequency Channel Number) in order to resolve the issue pointed out in an LS from RAN-WG2 [2]. It was also agreed in RAN4 that the re-numbering would be considered for the existing bands that have not yet been commercially deployed. To progress the work in an efficient way, this paper provides information on the latest status of commercial deployment in Japan for the consideration in RAN4 as well as in RAN.
1. W-CDMA (UMTS) commercial deployment in Japan
Table-1 shows the current commercial deployment in Japan. Operations in Band I (2GHz) and Band VI (800MHz) are already being served. As for newly introduced Band IX in the 1.7GHz band, it is foreseen that its commercial services are going to start within two years.
Table 1 W-CDMA commercial deployment in Japan
	Operating Band
	UL Frequencies
	DL frequencies
	Status in Japan

	I
	1920 – 1980 MHz
	2110 –2170 MHz
	Being served

	VI
	830-840 MHz
	875-885 MHz
	Being served

	IX
	1749.9-1784.9 MHz
	1844.9-1879.9 MHz
	To be served within  two years*


*: It is proclaimed in Annex in [3] that the operator assigned spectrum for UMTS1700 should commence its operation in the band within 2 years.
Taking into account the latest deployment status above, it is suggested that UARFCN allocation for band I and band VI shall be kept as specified in the current specifications [4]
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[5]. Since operations using UMTS1700 will be available less than two years, it is also suggested to keep its UARFCN allocation as described in [6] and [7].
2. Conclusion
Status of W-CDMA (UMTS) commercial deployment in Japan is informed for the consideration in 3GPP-RAN-WG4 and 3GPP-RAN. Taking into account the latest status of the deployments, it is suggested to keep current UARFCN allocations for band I, band VI and band IX.
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