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Annex B (informative):
HDLC parameter negotiation

See also sections 5.5.3.1 – 5.5.3.2.3.2 in [2].

Table B.1: Format of XID parameters

	FI
	GI
	GL
	PI
	PL
	PV
	PI
	PL
	PV


XID parameter negotiation uses a specific format (see table C.1) to transfer parameters.

The parameters are identified by a one octet Format Identifier (FI) code and a one octet Group Identifier (GI) code. The Group Length (GL) is a one octet unsigned integer giving the length in octets of the parameters following it.

The parameters are a sequence of PI/PL/PV values. The Parameter Identifier (PI) is a one octet code identifying the parameter. Parameter Length (PL) is a one octet unsigned integer giving the length in octets of the Parameter Value. The parameter order is not defined.
The HDLC parameter negotiation is initiated by the primary station. The primary station transmits an XID frame with the values it suggests. The secondary station can either accept these or lower them. Regardless, it responds with an XID with the appropriate values.

Generally this means that the primary initially uses whatever its maximum limit is for each parameter. If the secondary can accept this, it responds with the same values. If it cannot support that, it lowers the values.

Maximum information field length is a good example. If the primary station suggests using an information field length of 28000 bits (3500 octets), the secondary station can respond with 28000 bits, if it can use that much or even more, or respond with a lower number of e.g. 592 bits (74 octets) if that is its maximum supported information field length.

The same applies to the Release ID. If a release 7 primary station attempts to communicate with a release 6 secondary station, the initial message will suggest release 7 and the response will be release 6.

On the other hand, if a release 6 primary station attempts to communicate with a release 7 secondary station, the initial message will suggest release 6 and the response will release 6.

Regardless, the primary station will have the final decision, since it can refuse to communicate with a station that does not support whatever parameter values it suggests. It can always repeat the XID negotiation with a new value.
********************************** End of Changes ************************************
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