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6
Frame Structure and Coding

6.1
General

The general structure of a Common Transport Channel frame consists of a header and a payload. This structure is depicted in the below:

Header
Payload: Data or Control Information

Figure 13: General Frame Structure

The header shall contain the frame type field and information related to the frame type.

There are two types of frames (indicated by the Frame type field).

-
Data frame.

-
Control frame.

In this specification the structure of frames will be specified by using pictures similar to the following figure:
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Figure 14: Example frame structure

Unless otherwise indicated, fields which consist of multiple bits within a byte will have the more significant bit located at the higher bit position (indicated above frame in Figure 10). In addition, if a field spans several bytes, more significant bits will be located in lower numbered bytes (right of frame in Figure 10).

On the Iub interface, the frame will be transmitted starting from the lowest numbered byte. Within each byte, the bits are sent according decreasing bit position (bit position 7 first).

The parameters are specified giving the value range and the step (if not 1). The coding is done as follows (unless otherwise specified):

-
Unsigned values are binary coded.

-
Signed values are 2's complement binary coded.

The Spare Extension indicates the location where new IEs can in the future be added in a backward compatible way. The Spare Extension shall not be used by the transmitter and shall be ignored by the receiver.
Bits labelled "Spare" shall be set to zero by the transmitter and shall be ignored by the receiver.
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