Bangkok Information

OVERVIEW
Climate
Thailand has a tropical climate with three distinct seasons: Hot (March-May), Rainy (June-October) and “Cool” (November-February). Average temperatures are around 27° c
Customs
One litre of alcoholic beverage and 200 cigarettes, plus reasonable personal effects(such as one still camera, one movie or video camera, personal jewellery etc) may be brought in duty free and taken out on departure.
Narcotics, drugs, pornographic material and firearms are strictly prohibited. Unlimited foreign currency, traveller's cheques, money orders etc may be brought into the country, but any amount over US$10,000 must be declared on entry. Amount taken out of the country may never exceed that declared upon entry. 
Visas
Most nationalities do not require a visa for a stay of up to 30 days provided they have a ticket for onward travel. Longer visits require a visa obtainable from Thai embassies and consulates. Tourists visas permit stays up to 90 days. 
          Travel to Bangkok

          The visitors arrive through Bangkok's Don Muang International                      

          Airport.


Don Muang International Airport
              Located 14 miles (22km) north of Bangkok
          Vibhavadi Rangsit Hwy.
          Tel (02) 535-1301 or (02) 535-1254
	Tourism Authority of Thailand (TAT)
Tourist Assistance Center 


Le Concorde Building
202 Ratchadapisek Road,
Huay Kwang, Bangkok 10310, 
Thailand
Tel: (662) 6941222
Fax: (662) 6941220-1 

TAT Airport Office
Arrival Lounge
Bangkok International Airport
Vibhavadi Ragsit Road
Bangkok 10210
Tel (02) 523-8972 or Tel (02) 523-8973
          Airport Information

          http://www.airportthai.or.th/airportnew/bia/html/index.html
BUSINESS
Banks
Banks provide standard services nationwide, Monday through Friday, except public and bank holidays, between 10.00 AM. and 3.30 PM. Bank currency exchange centres operate from 7.00 AM. to 9.00 PM, seven days a week including holidays.
Business hours
Most commercial concerns in Bangkok operate on a five-day week. Government offices are generally open between 8.30 AM and 4.30 PM with a noon to 1.00 PM lunch break, Monday through Friday, except on public holidays Private businesses maintain much the same hours -perhaps 8.00 AM to 5.00 PM with certain exceptions. Many stores open 12 hours a day, seven day a week.


Rental car
The Bangkok Yellow Pages lists local and international automobile rental companies Self-drive and chauffeur-driven automobiles are widely available. A valid International Driver Licenses is necessary. At the airport is AVIS available only. The use of an rental car is not recommended in Bangkok!

Thai currency

The baht is divided into 100 satang. "Copper" coins are valued at 25 and 50 satang. Silver coins are in denominations of 1,2 and 5 baht. Bank notes are valued at 10 baht (brown), 20 baht (green), 50 baht (blue), 100 bath (red). 500 baht (purple) and 1000 baht (khaki).

          Thursday, October 5, 2000 

          1 US Dollar = 42.7500 Thai Baht 
          1 Thai Baht (THB) = 0.02339 US Dollar (USD) 

Travellers cheques / credit cards
US dollar travellers cheques can be conveniently cashed at all provincial banks and authorized money changers. Travellers cheques in other currencies are best changed in Bangkok where better rates prevail.
Major international credit cards, such as American Express, Diners Club and VISA are accepted by major banks, restaurants, hotels and shops.
Currency exchange
Exchange facilities for cash and traveller' cheque are available in banks, hotels, and foreign exchange booths located in tourists areas.
Airport tax
Outgoing passengers on international flights from Bangkok's Don Muang airport must pay 500 baht. 30 baht per person is collected for domestic flights

Taxis
Most taxis in Bangkok use their meters. If a taxi doesn't have a meter, fares must be agreed upon from the start. "Tuk-Tuks" or three-wheel taxis are quite popular among tourists for short journeys inside Bangkok. 

Telephone & Fax
In Thailand, you can contact virtually any city in the world without difficulty International phone calls, telegraph, telex, and bureau fax services are available at International Telecommunication Services Center, near Bangkok's Central Post Central as well as in most hotels.
Tipping
It is customary to tip hotel personnel who have given good personal service. A 10% tip is appreciated in restaurants, particularly where service charge is waived.

SERVICE
Health regulations
No inoculations or vaccinations are required unless you are coming from or passing through contaminated areas.
Clothing
Light, loose cotton clothing is best. Nylon should be avoided. Sweaters are needed during cool season evenings or if visiting mountainous areas and remote national parks.
Electricity
Thailand operates exclusively on 220 volt, 50 cycle AC power.
Postal services
To send letters or packages to any desired destinations is very convenient for visitors to Thailand. Post offices as well as most hotels offer good postal services.

