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4.2.1.1
Transparent mode entities

Figure 4.2 below shows the model of two transparent mode peer entities.
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Figure 4.2: Model of two transparent mode peer entities

The transmitting Tr-entity receives SDUs from the higher layers through the Tr-SAP. RLC might segment the SDUs into appropriate RLC PDUs without adding any overhead. How to perform the segmentation is decided upon when the service is established. RLC delivers the RLC PDUs to MAC through either a BCCH, DCCH, PCCH, SHCCH or a DTCH. The CCCH and SHCCH also uses transparent mode, but only for the uplink. Which type of logical channel depends on if the higher layer is located in the control plane (BCCH, DCCH, PCCH, CCCH, SHCCH) or user plane (DTCH).

The Tr-entity receives PDUs through one of the logical channels from the MAC sublayer. RLC reassembles (if segmentation has been performed) the PDUs into RLC SDUs. How to perform the reassembling is decided upon when the service is established. RLC delivers the RLC SDUs to the higher layer through the Tr-SAP.

4.2.1.2
Unacknowledged mode entities

Figure 4.3 below shows the model of two unacknowledged mode peer entities.
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Figure 4.3: Model of two unacknowledged mode peer entities

The transmitting UM-entity receives SDUs from the higher layers. RLC might segment the SDUs into RLC PDUs of appropriate size. The SDU might also be concatenated with other SDUs. RLC adds a header and the PDU is placed in the transmission buffer. RLC delivers the RLC PDUs to MAC through either a DCCH, CTCH or a DTCH. The CCCH and SHCCH also uses unacknowledged mode, but only for the downlink. Which type of logical channel depends on if the higher layer is located in the control plane (CCCH, DCCH, SHCCH) or user plane (CTCH, DTCH).

The receiving UM-entity receives PDUs through one of the logical channels from the MAC sublayer. RLC removes header from the PDUs and reassembles the PDUs (if segmentation has been performed) into RLC SDUs. The RLC SDUs are delivered to the higher layer.

6.1
Mapping of services/functions onto logical channels

The following tables show the applicability of services and functions to the logical channels in UL/DL and UE/UTRAN. A '+' in a column denotes that the service/function is applicable for the logical channel in question whereas a '-' denotes that the service/function is not applicable.

Table 6.1: RLC modes and functions in UE uplink side

Service
Functions
CCCH
SHCCH
DCCH
DTCH

Transparent 

Service
Applicability
+
+
+
+


Segmentation
-
-
+
+


Transfer of user data
+
+
+
+

Unacknowledged 

Service
Applicability
-
-
+
+


Segmentation
-
-
+
+


Concatenation
-
-
+
+


Padding
-
-
+
+


Transfer of user data
-
-
+
+


Ciphering
-
-
+
+

Acknowledged

Service
Applicability
-
-
+
+


Segmentation
-
-
+
+


Concatenation
-
-
+
+


Padding
-
-
+
+


Transfer of user data
-
-
+
+


Flow Control
-
-
+
+


Error Correction
-
-
+
+


Protocol error correction & recovery
-
-
+
+


Ciphering
-
-
+
+

Table 6.2: RLC modes and functions in UE downlink side

Service
Functions
BCCH
PCCH
SHCCH
CCCH
DCCH
DTCH
CTCH

Transparent 

Service
Applicability
+
+
-
-
+
+
-


Reassembly
-
+
-
-
+
+
-

Unacknowledged 

Service
Applicability
-
-
+
+
+
+
+


Reassembly
-
-
+
+
+
+
+


Deciphering
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Sequence number check
-
-
+
+
+
+
+

Acknowledged

Service
Applicability
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Reassembly
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Error correction
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Flow Control
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


In sequence delivery
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Duplicate detection
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Protocol error correction & recovery
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Deciphering
-
-
-
-
+
+
-

Table 6.3: RLC modes and functions in UTRAN downlink side

Service
Functions
BCCH
PCCH
CCCH
SHCCH
DCCH
DTCH
CTCH

Transparent 

Service
Applicability
+
+
-
-
+
+
-


Segmentation
-
+
-
-
+
+
-


Transfer of user data
+
+
-
-
+
+
-

Unacknowledged 

Service
Applicability
-
-
+
+
+
+
+


Segmentation
-
-
+
+
+
+
+


Concatenation
-
-
+
+
+
+
+


Padding
-
-
+
+
+
+
+


Ciphering
-
-
-
-
+
+
-

Acknowledged

Service
Applicability
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Segmentation
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Concatenation
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Padding
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Transfer of user data
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Flow Control
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Error Correction
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Protocol error correction & recovery
-
-
-
-
+
+
-


Ciphering
-
-
-
-
+
+
-

Table 6.4: RLC modes and functions in UTRAN uplink side

Service
Functions
CCCH
SHCCH
DCCH
DTCH

Transparent 

Service
Applicability
+
+
+
+


Reassembly
-
-
+
+

Unacknowledged 

Service
Applicability
-
-
+
+


Reassembly
-
-
+
+


Deciphering
-
-
+
+


Sequence number check
-
-
+
+

Acknowledged

Service
Applicability
-
-
+
+


Reassembly
-
-
+
+


Error correction
-
-
+
+


Flow Control
-
-
+
+


In sequence delivery
-
-
+
+


Duplicate detection
-
-
+
+


Protocol error correction & recovery
-
-
+
+


Deciphering
-
-
+
+

11.1.1
Purpose

The transparent mode data transfer procedure is used for transferring of data between two RLC peer entities, which are operating in transparent mode. Figure 11.1 below illustrates the elementary procedure for transparent mode data transfer. The sender can be either the UE or the network and the receiver is either the network or the UE.
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Figure 11.1: Transparent mode data transfer procedure

11.1.2
Initiation

The sender initiates this procedure upon a request of transparent mode data transfer from higher layer. When the sender is in data transfer ready state it shall put the data received from the higher layer into TrD PDUs. If required RLC shall perform segmentation.

Channels that can be used are DTCH, CCCH (uplink only), SHCCH (uplink only), BCCH and PCCH. The type of logical channel depends on if the RLC entity is located in the user plane (DTCH) or in the control plane (CCCH/BCCH/SHCCH/PCCH). One or several PDUs may be transmitted in each transmission time interval (TTI) and MAC decides how many PDUs shall be transmitted in each TTI. In the UE, the PDUs that can not be transmitted in a TTI (i.e. MAC has indicated that some of the available PDUs can not be transmitted) shall be buffered according to the discard configuration set by RRC.
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