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FIRST CHANGE

3.1.5a.1
Generation of the HANDOVER REQUIRED message for intersystem handover

The HANDOVER REQUIRED message contains the following information elements:

-
Message Type.

-
Cause.

-
Cell Identifier List.

In case of Inter System Handover it contains the information element: "Source RNC to target RNC transparent information".

The "Source RNC to target RNC transparent information" is used to pass information from the old BSS to the target RNC. The information in the "Source RNC to target RNC transparent information" is transparent for the MSC. At presence of the "Source RNC to target RNC transparent information" in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message the MSC shall pass it unchanged to the Target RNC when initiating the Handover resource allocation procedure. The Target RNC is identified by the Target ID information contained in the Cell Identifier List IE. The Target ID information is structured routeing information as required by the core network (see 3GPP TS 25.413). The information contained in the "Source RNC to target RNC transparent information" information element is coded as required by the target system.

Sub-clause 3.2.1.9 gives coding details of the above message.

The "Cause" field indicates the reason for the HANDOVER REQUIRED message e.g. "downlink quality".

The Cell Identification Discriminator field within the Cell Identifier List IE in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message can be used to deduce that this is an intersystem handover.

If present the "Response Request" Information Element indicates, that the BSS requires an indication if the HANDOVER REQUIRED message does not result in a HANDOVER COMMAND message.

The Cell Identifier List IE contains the RNC-ID (and additionally the LAC or LAC and PLMN-ID depending on the configuration of the network) of the target for intersystem handover. In case of DTM Handover to UTRAN, the RNC-ID shall be as same as the RNC Identifier specified in the corresponding PS HANDOVER REQUIRED PDU (see 3GPP TS 48.018). 

It is mandatory for BSS to produce the RNC-ID. It is mandatory for the MSC to be able to receive and interpret this Information Element for routeing purpose.

The BSS may recommend to the target RNC to allow pre-emption or not allow pre-emption by sending the "prec" bit. The target RNC may take this information into account when performing the Handover resource allocation procedure.

In case of handover to GERAN Iu mode the BSS may include the "GERAN Classmark" Information Element, indicating the supported CS services of the target cell in the HANDOVER REQUIRED message (see 3GPP TS 43.051). In case the serving and the target cells provide the same capabilities with regard to CS services the exchange of the "GERAN Classmark" between RAN and CN is not required during the handover procedure. In case the serving and the target cells do not provide the same capabilities with regard to CS services, the exchange of the "GERAN Classmark" between RAN and CN is required during the handover procedure to avoid that the CN has to store cell related information and to be able to reuse the existing handover procedure inside the CN.
In case of  DTM Handover to UTRAN, the old BSS shall set the Number of Iu Instances IE equal to 2 in the Source RNC to Target RNC Transparent Container IE (see 3GPP TS 25.413)
The old BSS may provide information about the traffic load of the old cell by including the Cell Load Information Group field elements in the Source RNC to Target RNC Transparent Information information element. This information shall represent the current traffic load in the cell, that is, prior to the handover procedure. This information shall also include the source cell identifier to which the included traffic load values corresponds. The target RNC may use the information to update the information about the load on the old cell, which may be used in the initiation of future cell load based handover procedures.

NOTE:
The old BSS should not initiate a cell load based handover procedure if it has knowledge of the load in the target cell and, after a successful completion of the handover procedure, this load would be higher than in the old cell.

Except when sent as part of an intersystem DTM Handover procedure,  the HANDOVER REQUIRED message shall be updated and repeated by the BSS with a periodicity of T7 until:

-
A HANDOVER COMMAND message is received from the MSC; or

-
A RESET message is received; or

-
The reason for the original HANDOVER REQUIRED message disappears e.g. the MS transmission improves; or

-
All communication is lost with the MS as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018, and the transaction is abandoned; or

-
The transaction ends, e.g. call clearing.
On sending the HANDOVER REQUIRED message as part of a DTM Handover to UTRAN procedure, the old BSS shall start timer T23. The old BSS shall stop timer T23 as described in sub-clauses 3.1.5.1.1. In case of T23 expiry or the failure of resource allocation, the old BSS shall behave as described in sub-clause 3.1.5.1.2.
3.1.5a.3
Intersystem handover Execution

The correct operation of the procedure is as follows:

The BSSMAP HANDOVER COMMAND message is generated by the MSC and transmitted over the BSSAP connection to the old BSS which is currently supporting the concerned MS. 
If DTM Handover is not ongoing, then the old BSS shall start timer T8 on the receipt of the BSSMAP HANDOVER COMMAND message which contains the Layer 3 Information IE including radio interface handover command message. An intersystem handover command radio interface message (e.g. INTER SYSTEM TO UTRAN HANDOVER COMMAND) is then sent by the old BSS, to the concerned MS.
In case of DTM Handover to UTRAN, the old BSS shall start timer T8 when it sends the (RLC/MAC) DTM HANDOVER COMMAND message containing a (RRC) HANDOVER TO UTRAN COMMAND message to the concerned MS.
The BSSMAP HANDOVER COMMAND message may contain information about the traffic load of the new cell by including the Downlink Cell Load Information and/or the Uplink Cell Load Information field elements in the New BSS to Old BSS information information element. The old BSS may use the information to update the information about the load on the new cell, which may be used in the initiation of future cell load based handover procedures.

When the MS accesses the radio resource(s) of the new RNC then:

-
the new RNC shall cause a Handover Detect indication to be sent to the MSC;

-
when the MS is successfully in communication with the network, then the new RNC shall cause a Handover Complete indication to be sent to the MSC and terminate the procedure.

The relevant radio interface layer 3 procedures are described in 3GPP TS 25.331 and 3GPP TS 44.018.

The MSC always terminates this procedure by use of a clear sequence as follows:

-
The MSC sends a CLEAR COMMAND to the old BSS. On receipt of a CLEAR COMMAND from the MSC the old BSS shall stop timer T8 and release all involved resources that were allocated to the MS that had been handed over and returns a CLEAR COMPLETE message to the MSC.

-
On receipt of the CLEAR COMPLETE, the MSC shall initiate the release of the SCCP connection to the old BSS and thereby terminate association with the old BSS for this process.

3.1.5a.4
Inter System Handover Failure

If a HANDOVER FAILURE radio interface message is received from the MS on the old (main) channel by the old BSS, the old BSS shall then send to the MSC the BSSMAP HANDOVER FAILURE message and in the case of DTM Handover to UTRAN, the old BSS shall also start the PS Handover Cancel procedure (see 3GPP TS 48.018). 
If the radio interface HANDOVER FAILURE message is the result of the MS returning to the old BSS after failing to establish on the new BSS, then the cause value "radio interface failure, reversion to old channel" shall be included in the BSSMAP message HANDOVER FAILURE. Furthermore, it is recommended that the air interface RR cause be included as well in this message.

If the MSC receives the BSSMAP HANDOVER FAILURE message from the old BSS (with any cause value, the handover procedure at the target is then terminated by the MSC.

The call between the MS and the old BSS and between the old BSS and the MSC shall continue as if there had been no handover attempt.

3.1.5a.5
Abnormal Conditions

Whilst the handover execution procedure is in operation, any other messages received at the old BSS relating to this connection and concerning assignment, handover, or cipher mode control should be discarded.

Whilst the handover execution procedure is in operation the old BSS should not attempt to invoke any other procedure related to this call e.g. handover required indication.

If at the old BSS a CLEAR COMMAND message from the MSC or a HANDOVER FAILURE message from the MS is not received before the expiry of timer T8 then the old BSS shall release the dedicated radio resources. A BSSMAP message CLEAR REQUEST is also sent to the MSC with a cause "Radio Interface Message Failure". The terrestrial resource in the old BSS shall remain assigned until a CLEAR COMMAND is received from the MSC, at which point the old BSS shall mark the terrestrial resources as IDLE and return a CLEAR COMPLETE message to the MSC. The MSC shall subsequently release the SCCP connection to the old BSS and thereby terminate association with the old BSS for this process.
In case of DTM Handover to UTRAN is ongoing, if T8 expires, the old BSS shall also release the allocated PS resources and initiate a PS Handover Cancel procedure. The cause value in the PS-HANDOVER-CANCEL PDU shall be set to “Radio contact lost with MS” (see 3GPP TS 48.018).
In the case of a handover from a Group call channel, if at the old BSS a CLEAR COMMAND or HANDOVER SUCCEEDED message from the MSC or a HANDOVER FAILURE message from the MS is not received before the expiry of timer T8 then the old BSS shall release the uplink and send a UPLINK RELEASE INDICATION to the MSC.
The MSC shall also initiate release of the resources allocated by the new BSS during the handover resource allocation procedure by sending a CLEAR COMMAND to the new BSS. The new BSS shall release all the resources that were assigned for that aborted handover and return a CLEAR COMPLETE to the MSC. The MSC shall subsequently release the SCCP connection to the new BSS and thereby terminate association with the new BSS for this process.

END OF CHANGE
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