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1. Overall Description:

CN1 thanks RAN2 for their LS on NAS signalling load at MBMS Session Start/Stop. CN1 would like to provide feedback on the following actions:
2) RAN2 request feedback from SA2 and CN1 on whether there are any NAS level mechanisms to restrict the number of UEs that initiate NAS signalling simultaneously due to non-MBMS service activation/re-activation or de-activation, 
CN1 would like to inform RAN2 that it has not been defined any core-network protocol mechanism to restrict UEs of performing activation/de-activation of non-MBMS services when an MBMS Session start/stop occurs. 

Additionally, the CN1 MBMS-related Stage 3 specification does not require the UE to de-activate PDP contexts when receiving an MBMS Notification of the immediate start of an MBMS session. Therefore, CN1 has agreed that the following statements seem to be overestimated: 

“On receiving MBMS Notification immediately following MBMS session start, a high number of UEs may access the network in order to de-activate ongoing non-MBMS services” 

“Respectively at MBMS session stop, a high number of UEs may access the network in order to activate/re-activate non-MBMS services (especially in the PS domain)”

At present, CN1 specifications do not contain any requirement on activation and de-activation of non-MBMS GPRS services (PDP contexts) at MBMS Session start/stop. This is implementation dependent and it relates to the maximum capabilities of a specific UE implementation is capable of (e.g. some UEs may be able to handle simultaneously one MBMS session and one or more PDP contexts of different traffic classes).

3) RAN2 request feedback from SA2 and CN1 on whether they expect AS level mechanisms to be used to reduce peak SGSN load during MBMS counting.
CN1 has discussed the question asked by RAN2 and CN1 assumes that there will be in place an AS level mechanism to reduce the SGSN load because of the MBMS counting procedure.

2. Actions:

To RAN2, SA2 group.

ACTION: 
CN1 kindly requests RAN2 and SA2 to take note of the above answers.
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