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7.1.2.2
Packet assignment procedure

7.1.2.2.1
On receipt of a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message

On receipt of a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the network may assign a radio resource on one or more PDCHs to be used by the mobile station for the TBF in GPRS TBF mode. On receipt of an EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the network may assign a radio resource on one or more PDCHs to be used by the mobile station for the TBF in EGPRS TBF mode or GPRS TBF mode.

The allocated PDTCH and PACCH resource is assigned to the mobile station in a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, sent on any PAGCH block on the same PCCCH on which the network has received the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message. The Packet Request Reference information element shall be used to address the mobile station and frequency parameters shall be included.

The mobile station may use information received on PBCCH, BCCH or a previous assignment message to decode the frequency parameters contained in the assignment message. If the mobile station detects an invalid Frequency Parameters information element in the assignment message, it shall abort the procedure, if required initiate a partial acquisition of PBCCH or BCCH information, and may then re-initiate this procedure.

If the dynamic allocation medium access mode is used, the network shall include the USF values allocated for PDCHs in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message.

Unless the mobile station indicated a Single Block Without TBF Establishment in a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the mobile station shall perform a two phase access if the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message includes a Single Block Allocation struct or a Multi Block Allocation struct. If the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message includes Dynamic Allocation struct, the mobile station shall perform a one phase access.

A mobile station that has indicated Single Block Without TBF Establishment in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for the purpose of sending a measurement report shall send a measurement report according to clause 7.3.1.

A mobile station that has indicated Single Block Without TBF Establishment in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message for the purpose of sending a PACKET CELL CHANGE FAILURE message shall send that message according to clause 8.4.1.

On receipt of a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message corresponding to one of its 3 last PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages the mobile station shall stop timers T3186 and T3170 if running and stop sending PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages.

If the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message does not specify a TBF starting time, the mobile station shall switch to the assigned PDCHs, start timer T3164 if dynamic or extended dynamic allocation is assigned and proceed with contention resolution of the one phase packet access procedure according to clause 7.1.2.3 (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 7.2.3.3 (Iu mode) or in case of EGPRS, clause 7.1.2.3a (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 7.2.3.4 (Iu mode).

A PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message may indicate an assignment starting time in the TBF Starting Time parameter. The mobile station shall monitor full PCCCH until the point in time denoted by the TBF Starting Time. Thereafter it shall switch to the assigned PDCHs. If dynamic or extended dynamic allocation is assigned, the mobile station shall start timer T3164. Regardless of which allocation mode is used, the mobile station shall proceed with the contention resolution defined in clause 7.1.2.3 (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 7.2.3.3 (Iu mode) or in case of EGPRS, clause 7.1.2.3a (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 7.2.3.4 (Iu mode).

. If the mobile station receives more than one PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, it shall act upon the most recently received message and shall ignore the previous message.

When the mobile station switches to the assigned PDCHs, it shall take the power control parameters received in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message into account, perform signal strength measurements and apply output power control procedures as they are defined for packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

On receipt of a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message with establishment cause indicating Two Phase Access Request or Single block without TBF establishment, the network may allocate a single radio block on an uplink PDCH. In order to force the mobile station to make a two phase access, the network may allocate a single radio block on an uplink PDCH on receipt of a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message with any of the other access types.

On receipt of an EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message with establishment cause indicating Two Phase Access Request, the network may allocate a Multi Block allocation on an uplink PDCH. In order to force the mobile station to make a two phase access, the network may allocate a Multi Block allocation on an uplink PDCH on receipt of a EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message with any of the other access types.

If the mobile station has been allocated a single block (respectively a Multi Block allocation) in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message and the mobile station has not indicated Single block without TBF establishment (respectively two phase access) in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST (respectively EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST) message, the mobile station shall proceed with the two phase packet access procedure according to clause 7.1.3 (A/Gb mode) or 3GPP TS 44.160 subclause 7.2.4 (Iu mode).

If the mobile station has been allocated a single block in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message and the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a Measurement Report message and the mobile station has indicated Single block without TBF establishment in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the mobile station shall proceed according to clause 7.3.1.

If the mobile station has been allocated a single block in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message and the purpose of the packet access procedure is to send a PACKET PAUSE message and the mobile station has indicated Single block without TBF establishment in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, the mobile station shall proceed according to clause 7.6.

7.1.2.2.1a
Acquisition of MS Radio Access Capability information within EGPRS TBF establishment procedure

When assigning an EGPRS TBF, the network may request information about radio access capabilities of the mobile station on one or several frequency bands within the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message; the list of frequency bands is ordered by the network starting with the most important and ending with the least important one. The mobile station shall provide the network with its radio access capabilities for the frequency bands it supports, in the same priority order as the one specified by the network, by sending a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message, and an ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message if all the requested information does not fit in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST. If the mobile station does not support any frequency band requested by the network, it shall report its radio access capabilities for the BCCH frequency band. The mobile station shall indicate in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST if it will send more information about its radio access capabilities in the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message. The PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages shall be sent within the one or two first radio blocks allocated for the mobile station on the assigned PDCH. The mobile station shall include the TLLI (A/Gb mode) or G-RNTI (Iu mode) in these two messages until contention resolution. After that, the mobile station shall use the uplink TFI whenever these messages are repeated.

When constructing the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages the mobile station shall take care that these messages fit in one UL radio block each. 

The network may request a retransmission of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages. A request for retransmission of one or both of these messages shall be indicated in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message. The mobile station has to indicate within the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message if the message is a retransmitted one.

7.1.2.2.2
Packet access queuing notification procedure

The network may send to the mobile station a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message. The PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message shall be sent on the same PCCCH on which the network has received the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message. It contains a Temporary Queuing Identity which is later used to identify the mobile station (either when polling or sending an assignment).

On receipt of a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message corresponding to one of its 3 last PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages, the mobile station shall stop timers T3170 and T3186 if running, start timer T3162, and stop sending PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages. It shall continue to listen to the full PCCCH corresponding to its PCCCH_GROUP. If the mobile station receives a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message while waiting for the TBF Starting Time of a valid PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, the mobile station shall ignore the PACKET QUEUEING NOTIFICATION message.

The network may send to the mobile station a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message following a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message. In this case, the reference address to the mobile station shall be the Temporary Queuing Identity received in the PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message.

On receipt of a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message following a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message, the mobile station shall stop timer T3162 and follow the procedures defined in clause 7.1.2.2.1.

At expiry of timer T3162, the packet access procedure shall be aborted and a packet access failure shall be indicated to the upper layer and the mobile station shall return to packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state.

If the mobile station receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message, it shall abort the packet access queuing notification procedure and respond to the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message (see clause 7.2.1). The mobile station shall then attempt establishment of an uplink TBF using the procedures defined in clause 8.1.2.5.

7.1.2.2.3
Packet polling procedure

The network may send to the mobile station a PACKET POLLING REQUEST message after having sent a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message. The PACKET POLLING REQUEST message shall be sent on the same PDCH on which the network has received the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message. The mobile station shall be addressed by the Temporary Queuing Identity.

On receipt of a PACKET POLLING REQUEST message, the mobile station shall respond to the network with the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field. The reserved block is considered as a one block PACCH allocation.

7.1.2.2.4
Packet access reject procedure

The network may, as response to a PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message, send to the mobile station a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message on any PAGCH block on the same PCCCH on which the channel request message was received. This message contains the request reference with time of reception of the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message and optionally a WAIT_INDICATION field in the Reject structure of the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message.

On receipt of a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message containing a Reject structure addressed to the mobile station, where the Packet Request Reference in the Reject structure corresponds to one of its 3 last PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages:

-
The mobile station shall stop timer T3186, stop sending PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages, start timer T3172 with the value indicated in the WAIT_INDICATION field, start timer T3170 if it has not already been started and listen to the downlink PCCCH until timer T3170 expires. During this time, the mobile station shall ignore additional PACKET ACCESS REJECT messages, but on reception of any PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message corresponding to any other of its 3 last PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages the mobile station shall stop timers T3170 and T3172 if running, and follow the procedure defined in clause 7.1.2.2.1.

-
If no PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message is received before expiration of timer T3170, the mobile station shall indicate a packet access failure to upper layer and return to packet idle mode (listening to its paging channel). As an option the mobile station may stop timer T3170, indicate a packet access failure to upper layer and return to packet idle mode as soon as it has received responses from the network on all or, in case more than 3 were sent, the last 3 of its PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages.

-
If an erroneous PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message (e.g. the mobile station has been assigned more PDCHs than it supports according to its multislot class) addressed to the mobile station is received before expiration of timer T3170, the mobile station shall stop T3170 and act as stated in clause 7.1.4.

-
If the mobile station receives a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message, it shall stop timer T3170 if running and respond to the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message (see clause 7.2.1).

-
The mobile station is not allowed to make a new attempt for packet access in the same cell until timer T3172 expires, but may attempt packet access in another cell after successful cell reselection for radio conditions reasons (see 3GPP TS 45.008). In A/Gb mode, a mobile station that is IMSI attached (GPRS class A or B mode of operation) may attempt to enter the dedicated mode in the same cell before timer T3172 has expired. During the time T3172 is running, the mobile station shall ignore all received PACKET PAGING REQUEST messages except paging request to trigger RR connection establishment.

-
The value of the WAIT_INDICATION field (i.e. timer T3172) relates to the cell from which it was received.

7.1.2.3
Contention resolution at one phase access

The TLLI is used to uniquely identify the mobile station when sending on uplink. Every RLC data block that is sent on the TBF shall include the TLLI of the mobile station, until the contention resolution is completed on the mobile station side. If MCS-7, MCS-8 or MCS-9 is used for the transmission of the TLLI in EGPRS TBF mode (i.e. the RLC/MAC block is carrying two RLC data blocks), the TLLI shall be inserted in both RLC data blocks. The TLLI shall also be included in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages, if those are sent during the contention resolution.

The retransmission of an RLC data block shall include the TLLI (or the TLLI and the PFI field), if the RLC data block was originally transmitted including these fields, also if the retransmission occurs after the completion of the contention resolution.

At sending of the first RLC data block, the mobile station shall stop timer T3164, set counter N3104 to 1, and start timer T3166. The counter N3104 shall be stepped each time the mobile station sends an RLC data block.

The network shall respond by including the TLLI in the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message after the first correctly received RLC data block that comprises the TLLI. In EGPRS TBF mode, the network may instead respond by addressing the mobile station with the TFI of the assigned TBF and including the TLLI (in the CONTENTION_RESOLUTION_TLLI field) in a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, if the resources allocated for the TBF need to be reallocated (see clauses 8.1.1.1.2, 8.1.1.3.1 and 8.1.1.3.2).

The contention resolution is completed on the network side when the network receives an RLC data block that comprises the TLLI value that identifies the mobile station and the TFI value associated with the TBF.

The contention resolution is successfully completed on the mobile station side when the mobile station receives a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message addressing the mobile station with the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF and including the same TLLI value that the mobile station has included in the RLC header of the first RLC data blocks, or alternatively, in EGPRS TBF mode, a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message addressing the mobile station with the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF and including the same TLLI value that the mobile station included in the RLC header of the first RLC data blocks. The mobile shall then stop timer T3166 and counter N3104.

The contention resolution has failed on the mobile station side when the counter N3104 reaches its maximum value, or timer T3166 expires. The contention resolution also fails, if the mobile station receives a PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message or in EGPRS TBF mode alternatively a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message addressing the mobile station with the TFI associated with the uplink TBF and including a TLLI value other than that the mobile station included in the RLC header of the first RLC data blocks; in such a case, the mobile station shall not transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT in the uplink radio block specified if a valid RRBP field is received as part of the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message.

In case of a contention resolution failure on the mobile station side, the mobile station shall reset the counter N3104 and stop timer T3166, if not expired. The mobile station shall stop transmitting on the TBF and reinitiate the packet access procedure, unless the packet access procedure has already been attempted four times. In that case, a TBF failure has occurred, see clause 7.2.2.

7.1.2.3a
RLC/MAC procedures during contention resolution

During the contention resolution, the mobile station may receive a non-distribution RLC/MAC control message addressing the mobile station by TLLI,  or the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF. The mobile station shall act on that message using the procedure defined for the message when it is received in packet transfer mode during operation on an uplink TBF (see clause 8), with the following restrictions:

-
The mobile station shall not accept a PACKET MEASUREMENT ORDER message, a PACKET CELL CHANGE ORDER message and a PACKET POWER CONTROL/TIMING ADVANCE message addressing the mobile station with the TFI value associated with the uplink TBF;

-
The mobile station shall not accept a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT or a PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE message.

If a valid RRBP field is received as part of the RLC/MAC control block, the mobile station shall transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink radio block specified (see clause 10.4.5) if it acts on the message; the mobile station may transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the uplink radio block specified if it does not act on the message.

In either case, the mobile station shall continue with the contention resolution on the uplink TBF, till it either completes successfully or fails, or that the uplink TBF is released as a result of the procedure defined for the message that is received.

7.1.2.4
One phase packet access completion

The one phase packet access procedure is completed upon a successful contention resolution. The mobile station has entered the packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state.

7.1.2.5
Timing Advance

Initial timing advance may be provided in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT in the TIMING_ADVANCE_VALUE field.

Thereafter either the timing advance is updated with a PACKET POWER CONTROL/TIMING ADVANCE message or a continuous timing advance procedure is used. If a Timing Advance Index is included in the assignment message, the mobile station shall use the continuous update timing advance mechanism, using its allocation on PTCCH (see 3GPP TS 45.010). Otherwise, the continuous update timing advance mechanism shall not be used. For the case where a TIMING_ADVANCE_VALUE field is not provided in the assignment message, the mobile station is not allowed to send normal bursts on the uplink until it receives a valid timing advance either through the continuous timing advance procedure or in a PACKET POWER CONTROL/TIMING ADVANCE message.

7.1.2.6
PFC procedure at one phase access

If the PFC_FEATURE_MODE is set in the system information and if a PFC exists for the LLC data to be transferred then the PFI shall be transmitted along with the TLLI of the mobile station in the RLC extended header during contention resolution. The PFI is not used for contention resolution but is included to indicate to the network which PFC shall initially be associated with the uplink TBF.

7.1.3
TBF establishment using two phase access

The two phase access procedure defined in this clause, is applicable also in the case when no PCCCH is provided in the cell. For that case, the first phase is defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.

7.1.3.1
Initiation of the Packet resource request procedure

In the first phase of a two phase access in a cell provided with a PCCCH, the same procedures as for one phase access are used until the network sends a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including a Single Block Allocation struct or Multi Block Allocation struct, denoting two phase access to the mobile station. The Multi Block Allocation struct may be used only if the mobile station has EGPRS capability (i.e. the network received an EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message from the mobile station). In the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, the network reserves a limited resource on one PDCH to the mobile station where the mobile station may transmit a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message and optionally an ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message.

If PCCCH is provided in the cell, a two phase access can be initiated:

-
by the network by ordering the mobile station to send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. The order is sent implicitly to the mobile station in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message by including either the Single Block Allocation struct or Multi Block Allocation struct;

-
by a mobile station, by requiring a two phase access in the PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or EGPRS PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST message. In this case, if access is granted, the network shall order the mobile station to send a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. The order is sent implicitly to the mobile station in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message by including the Single Block Allocation struct or Multi Block Allocation struct.

If no PCCCH is provided in the cell, a two phase access can be initiated:

-
by the network or by a mobile station, as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.

When the mobile station has received the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message it shall respond with a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message in the first allocated radio block.

A mobile station supporting EGPRS shall indicate the EGPRS capability in the MS Radio Access Capability IE of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message.

When the mobile station switches to the assigned PDCH, it shall take the power control parameters received in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message into account, perform signal strength measurements and apply output power control procedures as they are defined for packet transfer mode (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

At sending of the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message, the mobile station shall start timer T3168. Further more, the mobile station shall not respond to PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT messages - but may acknowledge such messages if they contain a valid RRBP field ( while timer T3168 is running.

The mobile station may request an open-ended or a close-ended TBF. If a close-ended TBF is requested, the number of octets of user data that the MS has to transfer in the TBF shall be indicated in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message.

7.1.3.2
Packet resource assignment for uplink procedure

When assigning a Multi Block Allocation, the network may request information about radio access capabilities of the mobile station on one or several frequency bands within the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message and allocate one or two radio blocks for uplink control messages accordingly; the list of frequency bands is ordered by the network starting with the most important and ending with the least important one. The mobile station shall provide the network with its radio access capabilities for the frequency bands it supports, in the same order of priority as specified by the network, by sending a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message in the first radio block on the assigned PDCH and an ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message in the next radio block on the assigned PDCH, if the requested information does not fit in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and two radio blocks have been allocated by the network. If the network does not provide an Access Technologies Request in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message or the mobile station does not support any frequency band requested by the network, it shall report its radio access capabilities for the frequency band of the BCCH carrier in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. 

The mobile station shall indicate in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message, by setting the ADDITIONAL MS RAC INFORMATION AVAILABLE bit, if it will send more information about its radio access capabilities in the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message if it has been allocated two radio blocks, or if it would have sent more information but has been allocated only one radio block. If the mobile station has been allocated two radio blocks and the requested information fit in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message, no ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message shall be sent. Instead, some uplink control block (e.g. packet measurement report, packet uplink dummy control block) may be sent by the mobile station.

The network may indicate in the next PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message a request for retransmission of the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message (see clause 7.1.3.2.1).

When constructing the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages the mobile station shall take care that these messages fit in one uplink radio block each. 

In A/Gb mode, if the network indicates that it supports packet flow procedures, via the PFC_FEATURE_MODE in the system information, and a PFC exists for the LLC data to be transferred then the mobile station shall indicate the initial PFI to be associated with the TBF in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message.

7.1.3.2.1
On receipt of a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message

On receipt of a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message scheduled with a Single Block or a Multi Block allocation, the network shall respond by sending a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message (radio resources assignment on one or more PDCHs to be used by the mobile station for the TBF in EGPRS or GPRS TBF mode) or a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message to the mobile station on PACCH on the same PDCH on which the mobile station has sent the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message. If the received PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message is indicating additional MS Radio Access Capabilities information available, the following additional requirements apply:

For an EGPRS two-phase access request, on receipt of a PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message indicating an ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message, the network shall respond by sending a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message after reception of the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message.

In case the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITES message is not received correctly, the network can either:

-
If the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message was scheduled with a Multi Block allocation of two blocks, the network shall respond by sending a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message after reception of the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message.

-
If the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST message was scheduled with a Single Block allocation or with a Multi Block allocation of only one block, the network shall respond upon receipt by sending a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message. When assigning an EGPRS TBF, the network may request additional information about radio access capabilities of the mobile station on one or several frequency bands within the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message; the list of frequency bands is ordered by the network starting with the most important and ending with the least important one. The mobile station shall provide the network with its radio access capabilities for the frequency bands it supports, in the same priority order as the one specified by the network, by sending an ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message within the first radio block allocated to the mobile station on the assigned PDCH(s). When constructing the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message, the mobile station shall take care that this message fits in one uplink radio block. If the mobile station does not support any frequency band requested by the network, it shall report its radio access capabilities for the BCCH frequency band.

In case the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message is not received correctly, the network may either:

-
send a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message assigning radio resources on one or more PDCHs to be used by the mobile station for the TBF in EGPRS or GPRS TBF mode, based on the information the network has got, or let unchanged the already assigned PDCH(s);

-
send a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message assigning (or reassigning) radio resources on one or more PDCHs to be used by the mobile station for the TBF in EGPRS TBF mode and request a retransmission of the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message.

In addition, in case the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message scheduled with a Multi Block allocation of two blocks is not received correctly, the network may either: 

-
send a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message including a MultiBlock allocation struct (allocating only one block) requesting a retransmission of the ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES message;

-
send a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message to the mobile station.

On receipt of a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message the mobile station shall switch to the assigned PDCHs and start timer T3164 if dynamic or extended dynamic allocation is assigned.

At sending of the first RLC data block, the mobile station shall stop timer T3164.

The mobile station may use information received on PBCCH, BCCH or a previous assignment message to decode the frequency parameters contained in the assignment message. If the mobile station detects an invalid Frequency Parameters information element in the assignment message, it shall abort the procedure, if required initiate a partial acquisition of PBCCH or BCCH information, and may then re-initiate the access on the PRACH.

On receipt of a PACKET ACCESS REJECT message that contains a Reject structure addressed to the mobile station, the mobile station shall stop timer T3168 and indicate a packet access failure to upper layer.

If the PACKET ACCESS REJECT message contains a WAIT_INDICATION field in a Reject structure addressed to the mobile station, the mobile station shall start timer T3172 with the indicated value (Wait Indication). The mobile station is not allowed to make a new attempt for packet access in the same cell until timer T3172 expires, but may attempt packet access in another cell after successful cell reselection.

On expiry of timer T3168, contention resolution has failed on the mobile station side. The mobile station shall then reinitiate the packet access procedure unless the packet access procedure has already been attempted four times. In that case, TBF failure has occurred and an RLC/MAC error should be reported to the higher layer.

In A/Gb mode, when the network receives a Packet Flow Identifier (PFI) from the mobile then the network should handle the uplink transfer according the associated aggregate BSS QoS profile (ABQP). The Peak Throughput specified in the associated ABQP, available in the network, supersedes the Peak Throughput specified by the Channel Request Description IE.

7.1.3.3
Contention resolution at two phase access

The contention resolution is completed on the network side when the network receives a TLLI value identifying the mobile station, as part of the contention resolution procedure on the TBF.

The contention resolution is completed on the mobile station side when the mobile station receives a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message with the same TLLI as the mobile station has included in the PACKET RESOURCE REQUEST and ADDITIONAL MS RADIO ACCESS CAPABILITIES messages. The mobile station shall then stop timer T3168. It does not include its TLLI in any RLC data block.

The contention resolution has failed on the mobile station side when the mobile station does not receive a PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message with its TLLI before expiry of timer T3168. The mobile station shall then reinitiate the packet access procedure unless the packet access procedure has already been attempted four times. In that case, TBF failure has occurred.

7.1.3.4
Two phase packet access completion

The two phase packet access procedure is completed upon a successful contention resolution. The mobile station has entered the packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state.

7.1.3.5
Timing Advance

If a Timing Advance Index is included in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message, the mobile station shall use the continuous update timing advance mechanism, using its allocation on PTCCH (see 3GPP TS 45.010). Otherwise, the continuous update timing advance mechanism shall not be used.

For the case where a TIMING_ADVANCE_VALUE field is not provided in the assignment message, the mobile station shall use its previous timing advance (either assigned in the previous IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT message received on AGCH or in the previous PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT message received on PAGCH or got through the continuous timing advance procedure).

Otherwise, the mobile station is not allowed to send normal bursts on the uplink until it receives a valid timing advance either through the continuous timing advance procedure or in a PACKET TIMING ADVANCE/POWER CONTROL message.
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