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1. Overall Description:

At the SA2 #21 meeting, SA2 did approve the CR S2-013596 to 3GPP TS 23.060, introducing the new procedures “external Network Assisted Cell Change” into this specification. SA2 did kindly ask CN4 to start the modifications to the GTP protocol.

GERAN2 would like to point out that the functions added to the GTP protocol to support the RIM procedures should only affect the Gn interface. 


GERAN2 would like to indicate that the functions to be provided by the GTP protocol over the Gn interface for the support of the RIM procedure should be as follows:

· The information in the container transported via the Gn interface shall be transparent for the Core Network.

· An SGSN supporting the RIM procedures shall provide addressing, routeing and relay functions.


The attached 3GPP TR 44.901 V 0.6.0, “External Network Assisted Cell Change (NACC) in GERAN R5” includes node requirements for SGSN and interface requirements for the Gn interface.

In addition to the requirements in the TR 44.901 TSG GERAN WG2 kindly asks TSG CN WG4 whether it is possible, and if so how, to also include an error handling mechanism in the GTP protocol to indicate whether:

· either the remote SGSN or

· the remote BSC node
does not support the RIM procedure. Such an enhancement would make it possible to avoid the unsuccessful and useless sending of RIM messages if an identified error was to be reported back to the originating BSC through the Gb interface. It is the current working assumption that in the case of RIM procedures not supported in a given SGSN node , that SGSN will discard the messages. In case the SGSN connected to the remote BSC knows from the RIM feature negotiation phase on the Gb interface, that the remote BSC does not support the RIM procedures, the current working assumption is that the SGSN will not inform the originating SGSN about that. TSG GERAN WG2 are currently working on updating the BSSGP protocol to provide via the Feature bitmap negotiation whether the RIM procedure is supported on Gb interface between 2 specific BSC/SGSN nodes. TSG GERAN WG2 are also ready to provide the means using the BSSGP protocol to let an SGSN notify a BSC that initiated a RIM procedure about lack of target BSC/SGSN support for the feature. This can only be achieved in case there is an error handling procedure available on the Gn interface.


 2. Actions:

To CN4 group


· TSG GERAN WG2 kindly ask TSG CN WG4 to start/continue the modifications to the GTP protocol, based on the latest enclosed version of TR 44.901. The “External Network Assisted Cell Change (NACC)” is a rel. 5 work item.

· TSG GERAN WG2 kindly ask TSG CN WG4 to discuss the question raised above. In addition, TSG GERAN WG2 are interested in knowing which additional functionality would be required in the SGSN for this error handling on the Gn interface.

3. Date of next GERAN meetings:


4 – 8 Feb 2002, Rome, Italy

4. Attachments:
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