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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 would like to thanks CT4 for their LS on Progress of Local Call Local Switch Feasibility Study .

GERAN2 has reviewed the draft 3GPP TR 23.889, in particular the BSSAP protocol aspects. GERAN2 shares the same view as CT4 on the high level principles that would affect the changes to A interface signalling. For instance, GERAN2 agrees that:
· means are needed to provide BSS LCLS capabilities to the CN (via O&M or signalling)

· means are needed to provide the information for the correlation of the call legs (CN->BSS direction) and to notify when the correlation has been found (BSS->CN direction)  
· means are needed to explicitly enable LCLS during the call (e.g. when the call is finally through-connected) (CN-> BSS direction) and to acknowledge this information (BSS->CN direction).
· means are needed to notify the CN when the BSS has finally established LCLS (BSS->CN direction).

About the definition of a possible 'LCLS Preference' information element in BSSAP signalling (CN->BSS direction), GERAN2 wonders about the need to indicate an explicit ‘CN preference’ for LCLS besides the provision of: 1) the information for the correlation of the call legs (which can serve as an implicit indication that LCLS is ‘supported’ by the CN for that call), and 2) the explicit indication – possibly in a separate message - that LCLS is ‘allowed’ (after which the BSS can finally autonomously decide to establish LCLS or not).
Furthermore, GERAN2 would like to point out that some procedures are currently missing in the description, e.g.:
· means to provide the information for the correlation of the call legs/enable LCLS/establish LCLS also during handover procedures (and not only during assignment procedures)
· means to disable LCLS /command the BSS to release LCLS during a call (CN->BSS direction), e.g. due to some Supplementary Services

· means to release LCLS and correspondingly inform the CN during the call (BSS->CN direction), e.g. due to some intra-BSS handover to a cell not supporting LCLS.

As indicated by CT4, GERAN2 assumes that the whole Chapter 12 of 3GPP TR 23.889 remains for information only, and that the final decision on new/modified procedures, messages and information elements on the A interface will be performed by GERAN2. Furthermore, considering the agreement on the A interface signalling high level principles, and in order to meet the WI completion date deadline, GERAN2 believes it can start the normative protocol work for the A interface, even before the completion of the TR (if required, BSSAP protocol aspects in the TR can be further aligned afterwards). Of course GERAN2 intends to continue to cooperate with CT4, to take into account further progress in CT4 possibly affecting GERAN2 work, and to keep CT4 informed of any relevant decision about BSSAP protocol aspects.
At the moment, GERAN2 believes that there is basically one single important area where GERAN2 needs guidance from CT groups before finalizing all the details of the A interface signalling. This is related to the specific solution that will be chosen to provide the information for the correlation of the call legs. On this specific issue, GERAN2 welcomes a prompt feedback on the CT4 preferred solution, possibly before the completion of the TR.
The current GERAN2 understanding is that:

· if a solution based on the Global Call Reference IE is chosen (Solution 2), then the correlation will be left completely to the BSS, which will have to inform the MSC(s) whenever it detects two call legs with the same GCR. 
· On the other hand, if a solution based on Call ID/CIC in combination with a RAN_ID is chosen (Solution 1 in sub-clause 11.3 of the TR), then the correlation will be essentially performed in the core network. Still, also in this case the BSS will have to inform the MSC(s) about whether the correlation has been found or not.
In conclusion, in both cases the signalling procedures on the A interface can be very similar so that GERAN2 can immediately start working on the Stage3 details.
2. Actions:

GERAN2 kindly asks CT4 to provide a prompt feedback on the preferred solution for the correlation of the call legs, so that GERAN2 can continue the normative protocol work for the A interface.

GERAN2 kindly asks CT4 to provide further clarification on the possible need for a 'LCLS Preference' information element in BSSAP signalling (BSS->CN direction).
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