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1. Overall Description:

GERAN WG2 thanks CT WG4 for their reply liaison regarding Local Call Local Switching. 
GERAN WG2 would like to inform CT WG4 that, regarding the LCLS feature, they have already endorsed a number of “Working Assumptions and Requirements from GERAN perspective” and correspondingly defined a list of high level principles of the solution in GERAN, which are included in the attached document (GP-091059).

The solution defined by GERAN WG2 will concentrate on standardising procedures, messages and Information Elements on the A-Interface to:

· Provide the correlation information between the two legs of the call at the BSS (MSC task)
· Enable Local Switching (MSC task) and correspondingly Establish Local Switching (BSS task) 
· Release Local Switching (MSC and BSS task)

It is GERAN WG2 understanding that CT4 activity (including the Technical Report that might be established after TSG CT#44 decision) will concentrate on the definition of corresponding procedure in the Core Network, e.g.:
· To gather the correlation information between the two legs of the call to be sent to the BSS (e.g. in case of MSCs in pool)
· To decide the triggers to enable/release Local Switching (e.g. based on activation of Supplementary Services, etc.)
Regarding impacts to the user plane handling, GERAN WG2 would first of all like to inform that the intended benefits of Local Call Local Switch are mainly to save transmission bandwidth on BSS internal interfaces, Abis and Ater. Regarding the A interface, GERAN WG2 assumption is that bandwidth savings should be pursued for the AoIP case. Whether savings of transmission bandwidth are expected on legacy A interface (over TDM) is currently FFS. Correspondingly, the current GERAN WG2 assumption is that circuits (for A over TDM) or IP endpoints (for A over IP) may remain active, even if/while the call is locally switched. In any case, for AoIP it shall be possible to suspend user plane transmission, and then save bandwidth, while the call is locally switched. It is expected that this approach will greatly simplify the procedures to establish/release Local Switching in the BSS, on the A-interface and on the Core Network interfaces (e.g. for allocation/release of resources on the MGW).
GERAN WG2 has also identified some possible solutions to support Lawful Interception in combination with the Local Call Local Switch feature and sent a corresponding separate liaison to SA WG3 LI (cc: SA, SA1, SA2, SA3, CT, CT1, CT3, CT4, ETSI TC LI). Here it can be highlighted that the principle is that the LI functionality will remain in the core network and the MSC(s) will have to consider the fact that a call has to be intercepted when enabling the establishment/releasing Local Switching.
2. Actions:

To TSG CT WG4 group.

ACTION: 

· GERAN WG2 kindly asks CT WG4 to take into account the considerations described above and in the attached document in the Technical Report that might be established after TSG CT#44 decision. 
· GERAN WG2 kindly asks CT WG4 to provide a prompt feedback (before a possible TR is completed), especially with respect to operators’ requirements in CT WG4, on GERAN WG2 assumption that circuits (for A over TDM) and IP endpoints (for A over IP) may remain active, even if/while the call is locally switched (thus allowing bandwidth savings on the A-interface for A over IP, although not for A over TDM). A quick response on this aspect is needed in order to progress the work in GERAN WG2 and meet the WI completion date deadline.
· GERAN WG2 kindly asks CT WG4 to provide feedback (whenever available) also on the validity and feasibility of GERAN WG2 assumption that the scenario of MSCs in Pool (where more than one MSC control the radio legs) shall be supported. This is also expected to have a possible impact on the A-interface signalling.
To TSG CT group.

ACTION: 
GERAN WG2 would like to remind that, if agreed, the completion date of the Technical Report and the whole CT WG4 WI should be aligned to the one agreed by GERAN (i.e. November 2009).
To TSG SA WG1 group.

ACTION: 
GERAN WG2 kindly asks SA WG1 to take into account the considerations described above and in the attached document if they need to clarify any service level requirement for this feature.
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