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Proposal for a new TS to describe A Interface User Plane aspects (discussion paper)
1. Background

Following [3] the update of specifications has started; one may wonder then how to take into account RTP topics described within [1], e.g. “RTP profiles to be managed” or “RTP multiplexing / header compression management”. This paper proposes to introduce a new TS for this purpose; a TS skeleton is provided together with this paper as a detailed proposal for TS content.
2. Discussion
It is believed that none of the TS listed within [3] can be used to describe RTP topics:
· TS 48.001 (BSC-MSC interface; General aspects) and TS 48.002 (BSC-MSC interface; Interface principles) are high-level specifications.

· TS 48.008 (BSC-MSC interface; Layer 3 description), TS 48.020 (Rate adaption on the BSC-MSC interface) and TS 49.008 (BSSAP on the E-Interface): scope does not fit.
On the other hand:

· TS 48.006 (Signalling transport mechanism specification for the BSS-MSC interface) could be a good candidate, but its scope should be extended to the User Plane (today it is related to the Control Plane only) and therefore its title should be updated.
· TS 29.414 (Core network Nb data transport and transport signalling) is close to what we need but it is related to the Nb interface, therefore not directly applicable to the A Interface as it is.

Our proposal is therefore to create a new TS (proposed title: “Base Station System – Media GateWay (BSS-MGW) interface; User Plane transport mechanism”), which scope and content is close to [2]; please refer to the “skeleton TS” for more information. 

As for [2] it is proposed that “Packetization time” and “Time Alignment” topics are not addressed within this new TS, which aims to describe the transport mechanism. Same proposal for RTCP topics not directly related to RTP multiplexing negotiation (e.g. the use of SR/RR RTCP packets for QoS purpose).
3. Conclusion

In order to cover RTP topics it is proposed that TSG GERAN creates a new TS with scope and content as described in section 2.
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