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1. Overall Description

TSG GERAN WG2 would like to inform the addressees that an extension of the RNC Identity length would affect the following features and related specifications:
a) Inter-RAT CS Handover (3GPP TS 48.008 - BSSMAP, A and E Interfaces),

b) Inter-RAT RIM/NACC (3GPP TS 48.018 - BSSGP, Gb Interface),

c) Inter-RAT PS Handover (3GPP TS 48.018 - BSSGP, Gb Interface),
d) Inter-RAT DTM Handover, which can be viewed as a combination of a) and c) above.
For these features, the RNC-ID is specified as a 12 bits field which would need to be extended according to the decision that could be taken.
It can be noted that in all the above cases the 12 bits RNC-ID field is currently coupled to a 4 bits long filler field mapped together into a 16 bits structure in the relevant signalling messages. While the extension of the RNC-ID size within a maximum length of 16 bits is considered feasible in the GERAN specifications, any change aiming to exceed a length of 16 bits would result in additional complexity and should be avoided.
The RNC-ID is also used as part of the "Target Cell Id" IE included in the "Source RNC to Target RNC Transparent Container" as specified in 3GPP TS 25.413. Even though no specification under GERAN responsibility would be impacted as such, a change in the definition of the "Target Cell Id" would however affect resultant GERAN BSS implementations.
2. Actions to RAN, RAN2, RAN3, SA2, CT4:
· GERAN WG2 kindly asks RAN, RAN2, RAN3, SA2 and CT4 to take note of the above comments.

3. Dates of Next 3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 Meetings:

3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 #34 

May 15-17, 2007
Shenzhen, China
3GPP TSG GERAN WG2 #34bis 

June 25-29, 2007
Póvoa de Varzim, Portugal
