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Work Item Description

Title

Enhancements for VGCS Applications

Is this Work Item a "Study Item"? (Yes / No): No

1

3GPP Work Area

	x
	Radio Access

	x
	Core Network

	
	Services


2

Linked work items

None 
3

Justification

An enhancement to the VGCS service is required to allow for the support of VGCS applications in railway and public networks, including for example:

· Transfer of railways application-specific control information, requiring short round trip delay. Railways requirement is for the transfer of shunting commands from the chief shunter to group members, to be acknowledged by the train cab driver.
· A means to request dispatchers to rejoin a group call. Railways requirement is for a simple solution (e.g. pressing a single button, and without the requestor having to leave the group call). Use of a point-to-point call for contacting the dispatcher is not acceptable because too many MMI actions would be needed.

· Listener identity information – useful for public authority application (e.g. a police chief wants to know who is listening in order to assign tasks to group members) and railway networks (e.g. for dispatchers to identify if members are listening).
4

Objective

The objective of the work item is to provide additional optional VGCS functions that can be used to meet the purposes described above. The intent should be to have a future-proof solution that can be used to meet potential future application needs. The existing VGCS specifications will need to be enhanced to provide this additional optional capability.

This service should provide for the ability to: 

· Send and receive a small amount of data between group members, including dispatchers

· Send an indication/ small amount of data from service subscribers to the network 

· Transfer critical data within a short time period (500ms) without impacting voice quality of the group call
· Transfer common data with a priority lower than normal without impacting on the uplink request for speech (e.g., user A and user B request the uplink at the same time, user A request is for data service and user B request is for voice service), in such a case the request for voice service will take precedence. 
· Gather information on the identities of current listeners, which should not be older than a specified time interval, and to inform dispatchers on the identities of current listeners. Also, this information may be provided to service subscribers.
5

Service Aspects



None

6

MMI-Aspects



None

7

Charging Aspects



None identified

8

Security Aspects



None identified

9
Impacts 

	Affects:
	UICC apps
	ME
	AN
	CN
	Others

	Yes
	
	x
	x
	x
	

	No
	x
	
	
	
	

	Don't know
	
	
	
	
	x
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Expected Output and Time scale (to be updated at each plenary) 

	New specifications
[If Study Item, one TR is anticipated]

	Spec No.
	Title
	Prime rsp. WG
	2ndary rsp. WG(s)
	Presented for information at plenary#
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Affected existing specifications
[None in the case of Study Items]

	Spec No.
	CR
	Subject
	Approved at plenary#
	Comments

	48.008
	
	Stage 3 enhancements for the transfer of application specific data
	 GERAN#33
	

	44.018
	
	Stage 3 enhancements for the transfer of application specific data
	 GERAN#33
	

	
	
	
	 
	

	
	
	
	
	


11

Work item rapporteur(s)

Frank Billenkamp (frank.billenkamp@nortel.com)
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Work item leadership

3GPP GERAN WG2

13

Supporting Companies

Nortel, Huawei, Siemens, Sagem
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Classification of the WI (if known)

	
	Study Item (no further information required)

	
	Feature (go to 14a)

	x
	Building Block (go to 14b)

	
	Work Task (go to 14c)


14a
The WI is a Feature: List of building blocks under this feature

(list of Work Items identified as building blocks)

14b
The WI is a Building Block: parent Feature 

Enhancements for VGCS Applications (see SP-060036) (unique ID 7042)
14c
The WI is a Work Task: parent Building Block

(one Work Item identified as a building block)

form change history:
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