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Outline

The majority of the important work is now complete.  All previously identified defaults have been updated.  All identified band specific tests have been modified.

The remaining issues

51.010 has many test cases which are intended to be band specific, however for historical reasons continue to have unnecessary references to applicable bands.  There are many discrepancies between 51.010-1 and 51.010-2 in these same areas.

I randomly selected two test cases for illustration of the problems.

Firstly 41.1.1.

In 51.010-1, this has the following statement.

Related PICS/PIXIT Statement(s)

-
Type of MS (GSM 450, GSM 480, GSM 700, GSM 850, P-, E-, R-GSM 900 or DCS 1 800 or PCS 1 900).

-
Support GPRS service.

In 51.010-2, the applicability states only 

Support of GPRS (TSPC_GPRS).

Since there is no band specific information in this test case, all the parameters used will be derived from the various defaults, and will be dependant upon the band selected by the operator for the test.  In this instance, the PICS item “Type of MS” is merely an indication of the bands covered in the default conditions.

Secondly 53.2.1.2.

In 51.010-1, this has the following statement.

Related PICS/PIXIT Statement(s)

The way to initiate an uplink data transfer in EGPRS RLC unacknowledged mode.

In 51.010-2, the applicability states only 

Support of EGPRS (TSPC_EGPRS)

Here we have a test case that is intended to be radio band independent in the same way as the first, but here there is no explicit reference in the test case itself to indicate those radio bands which are believed to have suitable defaults specified.

The second example is clearly the prefered method of specifying radio band independence; however there are potentially hundreds of test cases which are specified as the first example.

At this stage it will be a fairly substantial effort to identify all radio band independent test cases, and ensure they are specified in the prefered manner.  There would be little real gain from this substantial effort, since anyone attempting to implement the first example for T-GSM810 would quickly identify that the test case is band independent, that suitable default conditions are specified, and would treat the non-inclusion of T-GSM810 in “Type of MS” as an oversight in the update.

Proposal

CRs have been presented for GERAN #30 to make the above changed to the test cases in clauses 41, 42 and 43, however it is proposed that further individual test cases are not identified and corrected, since it is difficult to justify the effort based on achieving only improved clarity.

GERAN WG3 should agree a way forward for these types of radio band independent test cases to ensure it is clear to 51.010 users that they are indeed band independent, perhaps by making some suitable statement in one of the early sections or in a small number of suitable places.  Most importantly we need to ensure that the same problems do not reoccur should there be a requirement to add further radio bands.

