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Introduction

During the standardisation of MBMS in GERAN the inclusion of Allocation/Retention Priority for MBMS was not discussed and was therefore overlooked.

Allocation/Retention Priority

The inclusion of the Allocation/Retention Priority as part of the MBMS Session Start procedure would be a useful to allow the BSS to prioritise services/users in a congested network. For this reason the requirement for the inclusion of this functionality was included in the Service Requirements by TSG SA1 for MBMS Rel-6.

	From SA1s stage 1 TS 22.146, sub-clause 5.1.1

“The home environment shall be able to set priority to select which simultaneous broadcast services are supported when there is a limit on the resources available.”

And in sub-clause 5.2.1

“The home environment shall be able to set priority to select which simultaneous multicast services are supported when there is a limit on the resources available.”


TSG SA2 had this in mind when they included the following in their specifications:

	From SA2s stage 2 TS 23.246, sub-clause 6.3

“The Allocation and Retention Priority of the MBMS bearer service allows for prioritisation between MBMS bearer services, and between MBMS bearer services and non MBMS bearer services.”


It would seem that RAN2 shared the views of SA2 and included the following in their specifications:

	From RAN2s stage 2 TS 25.346, sub-clause 5.2.8

“The CN may assign the Allocation and Retention Priority for the MBMS bearer service. The Allocation and Retention Priority allows for prioritisation between MBMS bearer services and between MBMS bearer services and non MBMS bearer services in the UTRAN.”


It would seem that it is only GERAN where this functionality has not be described.

Summary

Vodafone believes that similar functionality to the Allocation Retention Priority functionality defined in GERAN for normal GPRS operation should be defined in GERAN as part of MBMS.

Vodafone has provided CRs to this meeting to incorporate the ARP functionality into the GERAN specifications for MBMS, to align the GERAN to the functionality defined in the rest of the MBMS specifications.
