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GERAN Performance and Service Evolution

GERAN is a result of over a decade of evolution of radio interface that is still ongoing, e.g Downlink Advanced Radio Performance (DARP). 

While GERAN is or is being deployed worldwide also in emerging markets, the sourcing companies believe that the need for further evolving the GERAN radio interface needs to be discussed to ensure not only that the same services are available regardless of the underlying radio technology UTRAN or GERAN, but essentially that the service continuity exists across these radio technologies supported by core network evolution e.g. IMS. Such an evolution is also needed to maintain GERAN competitiveness as well as UTRAN competitiveness. 

The sourcing companies believe that significant performance improvements, similar to EDGE and DARP are seen possible with relatively small impact to the existing GERAN BSS and NSS. Key improvement areas to be considered are for example:

· spectral efficiency, 

· average data rates,

· coverage and

· latency.

The sourcing companies propose to open discussions on the possible need for further evolving the GERAN radio interface.
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