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Packet Assignment on SDCCH
1. Introduction

This contribution discusses clarification related to DTM mode.
The clarification is signalling related.

2. Discussion
Current Requirements:
R1: 3GPP TS 44.018 Release 6 version 6.7.0 section 3.4.22.1.1.3.1 “Packet assignment”

Extract:

“On receipt of a DTM REQUEST message the network may allocate an uplink packet resource. The packet uplink resource is assigned to the mobile station in one of the DTM assignment messages:

-
DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND; or

-
PACKET ASSIGNMENT.

These messages are sent in acknowledged mode on the main DCCH.”
Issue:  
Actually, PACKET ASSIGNMENT message can not be received on SDCCH which is the main DCCH in the case of a 51-frame multiframe in dedicated mode ; it can be received only on the FACCH which is the main DCCH in the case of a 26-frame multiframe in dedicated mode.
The reason is that PACKET ASSIGNMENT assumes that there are already CS resources allocated on a 26-frame multiframe.

Current 44.018 specification does not indicate how the MS should behave on receipt of a PACKET ASSIGNMENT on SDCCH.
DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message can be received as well on SDCCH as on FACCH. 

Proposal:

It is proposed to clarify MS behaviour when the MS receives a PACKET ASSIGNMENT message on SDCCH in specification 44.018 release 6 .section 3.4.22.1.1.3.1 “Packet assignment”:
It is also proposed to precise in 44.018 same section that a DTM ASSIGNMENT COMMAND message can be received as well on SDCCH as on FACCH. 

A CR is proposed to take into these changes.
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