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1. Overall Description:

At the 17th meeting of the GCF Steering Group (SG#17), it was agreed that testing of some R99 mandatory features was not essential since there were no plans to implement these features by Operators and support from Infrastructure Manufacturers was either completely lacking or minimal.  The decision to agree that these features were not essential for GCF was made following several ad-hoc meetings within GCF and liaison with Operators within both the GSMA TWG and the PTCRB.  

These mandatory features were thus excluded from GCF R99 Certification; they will not need to be tested. 

Excluding these features from GCF testing ensures that valuable resources and efforts are not wasted on features that no one plans to implement operationally.

The following functionality areas were agreed for exclusion from R99 testing in GCF:

1. GPRS Extended Measurements

2. Short Access

3. NC1

4. Idle Interference Measurement

5. Cell Notification (it’s accepted that this is not a GERAN feature.  It is included in this LS for information).

6. Unsynchronised (Blind) Packet Cell Change Order (2G to 2G part)

The analysis was conducted and agreed by all members and observers of the GCF community, additionally the GSMA TWG and the PTCRB were consulted and their views were taken into account during the process of forming and agreeing the proposal within GCF.

2. Actions:

To TSG GERAN group.

ACTION: 


Following significant consultation within the industry, the members (Operators and Manufacturers) of GCF have not uncovered any plans to implement the 6 features listed above. GCF has consequently excluded these features from GCF R99 testing.  The GCF SG would kindly request TSG GERAN considers whether the 5 relevant features should also be removed from the Core Specifications preferably from R99 onwards, or failing this which ever release TSG GERAN deems appropriate.

GCF SG acknowledge that removing these 6 features does not exclude bringing similar functionality into the specifications at a later date if a renewed interest is seen in the areas these features addressed;

3. Dates of GCF SG Meetings:

GCF SG#18
9th – 10th February 2004
Irvine, CA

GCF SG#19
April 2004
TBD

