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10.1.1.2
Packet transfer mode

Whilst in packet transfer mode an MS shall continuously monitor all BCCH carriers as indicated by the BA(GPRS) list and the BCCH carrier of the serving cell. In every TDMA frame, a received signal level measurement sample shall be taken on at least one of the BCCH carriers, one after the another. Optionally, measurements during up to 8 TDMA frames per PDCH multiframe may be omitted if required for BSIC decoding or multi-RAT measurements.

RLA_P shall be a running average determined using samples collected over a period of 5 s, and shall be maintained for each BCCH carrier. The same number of measurement samples shall be taken for all BCCH carriers except, if the parameter PC_MEAS_CHAN indicates that the power control measurements shall be made on BCCH (see subclause 10.2.3.1.2), for the serving cell where at least 6 measurement samples shall be taken per 52-multiframe. The samples allocated to each carrier shall as far as possible be uniformly distributed over the evaluation period. At least 5 received signal level measurement samples are required for a valid RLA_P value.

In some allowed multislot configurations (see 3GPP TS 45.002) the MS is not able to perform normal received signal level measurements within the TDMA frame. In this case, the MS shall perform the measurements whenever possible according to its measurement capability (see 3GPP TS 45.002). For downlink packet transfer using any medium access mode (see 3GPP TS 44.060), the MS shall perform the measurements during the block period where the polling response is sent (Tra shall apply). For downlink or uplink packet transfer using fixed allocation medium access mode, the MS shall perform the measurements during inactivity periods defined by the assignment command (MEASUREMENT_MAPPING or ALLOCATION_BITMAP respectively, see 3GPP TS 44.060).

NOTE 1:
The network is responsible for providing the necessary opportunities  to ensure that the MS will perform the required number of measurements.

The MS shall attempt to check the BSIC for as many non‑serving cell BCCH carriers as possible and as often as possible, and at least every 10 seconds. A multi-RAT MS is allowed to extend this period to 13 seconds, if the neighbour cell list contains cells from other RATs and if indicated by the parameter 3G_SEARCH_PRIO. The MS shall use the two Idle frames of the PDCH multiframe for this purpose. These frames are termed “search” frames. A list containing BSIC and timing information for these strongest carriers at the accuracy required for accessing a cell (see 3GPP TS 45.010) including the absolute times derived from the parameters T1, T2, T3 shall be kept by the MS. This information may be used to schedule the decoding of BSIC and shall be used when re-selecting a new cell in order to keep the switching time at a minimum. When a BCCH carrier is found to be no longer among the reported, BSIC and timing information shall be retained for 10 seconds. (This is in case a cell re-selection command to this cell is received just after the MS has stopped reporting that cell, see subclause 10.1.4.2).

In some allowed multislot configurations (see 3GPP TS 45.002) the MS is not able to perform BSIC decoding or multi-RAT measurements. In this case, the MS may delay the requesting of uplink packet resources, skip the last transmission burst in the frame immediately preceding the idle frame or not receive some allocated downlink packet resourcesin order to comply to the requirement to search, verify and decode BSIC information, or in order to perform multi-RAT measurements.

If, after averaging measurement results over 4 PDCH multiframes (1 sec), the MS detects one or more BCCH carriers, among the 6 strongest, whose BSICs are not currently being assessed, then the MS shall as a matter of priority attempt to decode their BSICs.

In the case of a multiband MS, the MS shall attempt to decode the BSIC, if any BCCH carrier with unknown BSIC is detected among the number of strongest BCCH carriers in each band as indicated by the parameter MULTIBAND_REPORTING (see subclause 8.4.3), broadcast on PBCCH, or if PBCCH does not exist, on BCCH.

Thus an MS shall, for a period of up to 5 seconds, devote all search frames to attempting to decode these BSICs. If this fails then the MS shall return to confirming existing BSICs. Having re‑confirmed existing BSICs, if there are still BCCH carriers, among the six strongest, with unknown BSICs, then the decoding of these shall again be given priority for a further period of up to 5 seconds.

The MS shall be able to send the first packet random access (PRACH) at the latest 5+x seconds after a new strongest cell (which is part of the BA(GPRS)) has been activated under the following network conditions: Initial serving cell at RXLEV= -70 dBm, with 6 neighbours at RXLEV= -75 dBm. Then the new BCCH carrier is switched on at RXLEV= -60 dBm. x is the longest time it may take to receive the necessary system information on PBCCH in the new cell.

Note: Because of test equipment limitations it is acceptable to activate the new carrier to replace one of the 6 neighbours.

If either no BSIC can be decoded on a surrounding cell BCCH carrier, or the BSIC is not allowed, then the received signal level measurements on that channel shall be discarded and the MS shall continue to monitor that channel. 

If a change of BSIC is detected on a carrier, then any existing received signal level measurement shall be discarded and the carrier shall be treated as a new carrier.

If the BSIC cannot be decoded at the next available opportunities re‑attempts shall be made to decode this BSIC. If the BSIC is not decoded for more than three successive attempts it will be considered lost and any existing received signal level measurement shall be discarded and the MS shall continue to monitor that carrier.

When PBCCH is not present in the serving cell and the network controlled cell reselection mode (see subclause 10.1.4) is not set to NC2, the MS shall attempt to decode the BCCH data block that contains the parameters affecting cell reselection for each of the strongest surrounding cell BCCH carriers for which BSIC has been decoded and is allowed, and for which cell selection parameters have not been provided in a Packet Measurement Order,  Packet Cell Change Order or Packet System Information message, at least every 5 minutes. When the MS recognizes that a new carrier which meets these criteria has become one of the strongest, the BCCH data shall be decoded for the new carrier within 30 seconds.
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