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Since March 2003, the Certification of GPRS terminals in GCF has included NC2 (Network Control Cell Reselection) as part of the GCF Recommended set.

According to the understanding of GCF, NC2 has not been activated in any live networks. Furthermore, there is a huge lack of sufficient testing possibilities in IOT environments and the 3GPP test specification are insufficient and partly erroneous.

As NC2 is a large and complex GPRS feature, GCF would kindly like to understand the impacts of the outstanding issues of NC2, before NC2 can be a final requirement for GCF Certifications in a safe way and in order to avoid any possible legacy impacts.

Since discussions have been, and still are on-going for the 3GPP core specifications and test specifications on NC2, GCF would therefore kindly like  to ask GERAN for the following:

· To clarify the severity (operational impacts) of the on-going discussions in GERAN and recently submitted corrections to the core specifications on NC2. E.g.:

· handling of failed network commanded cell change, which was changed quite recently (handled at GERAN#14)

· conflicts between network commanded cell change and MS autonomous cell change

· criterias when network commanded cell change is successful or not

· To clarify a date when the issues can be regarded by GCF as solved in the 3GPP core specifications and when the testing of NC2 is sufficiently covered by 3GPP TS 51.010 in a proper way.
GCF is of the opinion that in order to successfully deploy and reach commercially maturity for a large and complex feature like NC2, sufficient test environments and test scripts are highly important.
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