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9.1.8.2 Starting sequence number (SSN) and received block bitmap (RBB) in EGPRS TBF

The EGPRS Packet Ack/Nack message contains a starting sequence number (SSN) and a reported bitmap (RB). The EGPRS Packet Ack/Nack message is sent by the RLC receiver and is received by the RLC transmitter. The SSN and RB are determined as defined in this sub-clause and transmitted in both RLC acknowledged and RLC unacknowledged mode (note the SSN is calculated differently in EGPRS (refer to table 8.1.1.1) and GPRS (refer to sub-clause 9.1.8.1)). The SSN and RB may be ignored by the RLC transmitter in unacknowledged mode.

The BSN values specified in the RB are interpreted by adding the bit position in the bitmap to the starting sequence number (SSN) modulo SNS (where the first position of the bitmap has index '0'). A valid BSN value in the RB is one that is in the range [ V(A) £ BSN < V(S) ] modulo SNS. These inequalities shall be interpreted in the following way: BSN is valid if, and only if, [BSN - V(A) ] modulo SNS < [ V(S) - V(A) ] modulo SNS.

 ….

9.1.8.2.3 Generation of the bitmap

First, a Full Received Bitmap (FRB) is built from the receive state array V(N) by extracting the part between V(Q) and V(R) similar to the GPRS case: it is assigned the elements whose indices in the receive state array V(N) at the receiver range from [V(Q)+ 1] to [V(R) -1] (modulo SNS). For each bit in the bitmap, the bit is assigned the value '1' if the corresponding element in V(N) indexed relative to SSN has the value RECEIVED. The bit is assigned the value '0' if the element in V(N) has the value INVALID.

From the FRB, a reported bitmap (RB) shall then be generated. The FRB shall be recalculated before each RB is generated. Different lengths of RBs exist (see clause 12). For uplink TBFs, the network may transmit any RB size to the mobile station. For downlink TBFs, the network may order the mobile station to transmit a certain RB size through use of the ES/P field. The bitmap size may be selected based on e.g. risk of protocol stalling. The RB is one of the following types:

a)
Uncompressed reported bitmap:


If the range of indices from SSN to the end of FRB is less than or equal to N bits, where N is the reported bitmap size, the RB starts at SSN and covers the range of indices from SSN to the end of FRB. If the range of indices from SSN to the end of FRB is greater than N bits, the RB is assigned the first N bits of the FRB starting at SSN.

b)
Compressed reported bitmap:


Using the compression algorithm, the receiver generates RB of length N bits starting at SSN, where N is the reported bitmap size used.

If the compressed reported bitmap covers more blocks than the uncompressed reported bitmap, the receiver shall send the compressed reported bitmap, otherwise the receiver shall send the uncompressed reported bitmap. As an exception, if the FRB length or the range of indices from SSN to the end of FRB is less than or equal to N bits, the receiver may send the uncompressed reported bitmap without attempting compression.

The BOW (begin of window) bit shall be set if SSN = [V(Q) + 1] modulo SNS, the EOW (end of window) bit shall be set if [V(R) -1] modulo SNS is explicitly included in the bitmap.

If V(Q) equals V(R), then SSN shall be set to the value SSN = [V(Q) + 1] modulo SNS, BOW bit shall be set to the value '1', EOW shall be set to the value '1' and the reported bitmap size shall equal 0 bits.

For uplink TBFs, the reported bitmap is sent using the PACKET UPLINK ACK/NACK message corresponding to the used RB size.

For downlink TBFs, the reported bitmap is sent using the EGPRS PACKET DOWNLINK ACK/NACK message. 

When polled within a downlink RLC data block, the mobile station shall acknowledge all the RLC data blocks that have been correctly received up to and including the radio block where the MS is polled. As an implementation option, the MS may also acknowledge as many as possible of the RLC data blocks that are correctly received after the radio block where the MS is polled.
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