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Work on the standardisation of features to enable special treatment of early UMTS terminals is undergoing in TSG CN, TSG RAN and TSG SA and some of their Working Groups. As indicated in the Work Item Description for Early UE [1], some impact on the GERAN (WG2) specifications is foreseen.

The WID states:

· “[…] The candidates identified by TSG RAN, as a complement to the new TR (equivalent to 09.94), were: […] 3) IMEI-SV solution to the CN, with an indication to the UTRAN and GERAN; indication may be derived from IMEI-SV or may be IMEI-SV itself. The GERAN impacts are expected to be linked to inter-RAT handover […]”

· “[…] Unless there is a specific request from TSG-GERAN, this stage 2 will not deal with A/Gb issues apart from GSM-UMTS handover […]”

· “[…] Affected existing specifications: […] 48.008 / GERAN 2 / [Carriage of UESBI in BSSAP and] definition of Handover Reject cause and related BSS behaviour / GERAN #14 (April ’03) / For possible influence of GSM to UMTS handover […]”

It has been suggested during the discussions in SA2 that:

· The UESBI, whether IMEISV or bitmap, may need to be added on the A interface so that it is propagated to and from the BSC when inter-system handovers take place.

· Alternatively, the UESBI may be provided by the CN to the RNC in all cases, including handover, in which case it may not be necessary to make it known to the BSC. In this scenario, it is possible that handovers from GERAN to UTRAN are rejected by the RNC, as the RNC knows, from the UESBI received from the CN, that the terminal does not implement GERAN to UTRAN handover or other feature correctly.

In the latter case, a new reject cause may need to be added to the inter-system handover procedures. The subsequent behaviour of the BSC would also need to be specified (e.g. do not attempt further handovers towards UTRAN, remove the UTRAN cells from System Information Type 5, inform other BSCs at external handovers about this condition…).

The Technical Specification that SA2 maintains covering all architectural aspects is attached for information [2].

As rapporteur of the Work Item, Vodafone kindly asks TSG GERAN for comments on the possible impact of the proposed solution(s) and its/their feasibility.

TSG SA WG2 meeting schedule

SA2 meet the same week as TSG GERAN #14 in South Korea and then the week before GERAN2 #14bis (19-23 May 2003) in San Diego.
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