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Annex F (normative):
Antenna Feeder Loss Compensator Characteristics (GSM 400, GSM 900 and DCS 1800)

F.1
Introduction

An Antenna Feeder Loss Compensator (AFLC) is physically connected between the MS and the antenna in a vehicle mounted installation. It amplifies the signal received in the downlink direction and the signal transmitted in the uplink direction, with a gain nominally equal to the loss of the feeder cable. Unless otherwise stated, the requirements defined in this specification apply to the full range of environmental conditions specified for the AFLC (see annex D2 of 3GPP TS 45.005).

This specification details the minimum radio frequency performance of GSM AFLC devices. The environmental conditions for the AFLC are specified in annex D.2 of 3GPP TS 45.005. It also includes informative guidelines on the use and design of the AFLC.

The following requirements apply to AFLC devices intended for use in the GSM 400, GSM 900 and DCS 1 800 frequency bands. For GSM 900, the requirements apply to an AFLC intended for use with a GSM 400 and GSM 900 class 4 MS. For DCS 1 800, the requirements apply to an AFLC intended for use with a DCS 1 800 class 1 MS. For compatibility reasons, a GSM 900 AFLC is required to support the Extended GSM band.

The requirements apply to the AFLC, including all associated feeder and connecting cables. A 50 ohm measurement impedance is assumed.

When referred to in this specification:

-
the maximum rated output power for a GSM 400 and GSM 900 AFLC is +33 dBm and for a DCS 1 800 AFLC is +30 dBm;

-
a GSM input signal, is a GMSK signal modulated with random data, which meets the performance requirements of 3GPP TS 45.005, for an MS of equivalent output power. The power level specified for the GSM input signal, is the power averaged over the useful part of the burst.

F.2
Transmitting path

Unless otherwise stated, the requirements in this clause apply at all frequencies in the transmit band 450,4 MHz to 457,6 MHz for a GSM 450 AFLC, at all frequencies in the transmit band 478,8 MHz to486 MHz for a GSM 480 AFLC, at all frequencies in the transmit band 880 MHz to 915 MHz for a GSM 900 AFLC, and at all frequencies in the transmit band 1 710 MHz to 1 785 MHz, for a DCS 1 800 AFLC. For a multi band AFLC, which supports more than one, the requirements apply in any transmit bands implemented.

F.2.1
Maximum output power

With a GSM input signal at a level of X dBm, the maximum output power shall be less than a level of Y dBm. The values of X and Y for GSM 400, GSM 900 and DCS 1 800 are given in table F.1.

Table F.1: Input and output levels for testing maximum output power

	
	GSM 400 and GSM 900
	DCS 1 800

	X
	+39 dBm
	+36 dBm

	Y
	+35 dBm 
	+32 dBm


F.2.2
Gain

With a GSM input signal, at a level which produces the maximum rated output power, the AFLC gain shall be 0 dB with a tolerance of ±1 dB, over the relevant transmit band.

For a GSM 400 and GSM 900 AFLC, with the input level reduced in 14 steps of 2 dB, the net path gain over the relevant transmit band shall be 0 dB, with a tolerance of ±1 dB, for the first 10 reduced input levels and ±2 dB for the 4 lowest input levels.

For a DCS 1 800 AFLC, with the input level reduced in 15 steps of 2 dB, the net path gain over the relevant transmit band shall be 0 dB, with a tolerance of ±1 dB, for the first 13 reduced input levels and ±2 dB for the 2 lowest input levels.

In frequency bands which are not supported, the gain shall be no greater than the maximum value in the relevant transmit band.

F.2.3
Burst transmission characteristics

With a GSM input signal, the shape of the GSM AFLC output signal related to this input signal shall meet the tolerances of tables F2a and F3. With a DCS input signal, the shape of the DCS AFLC shall meet the tolerances of tables F2b and F3.

NOTE:
The tolerances on the output signal correspond to the time mask of 3GPP TS 45.005, with the input signal in the middle of the tolerance field.

Table F.2a: Timing tolerances between input and output signals for a GSM AFLC

	Input signal level
	Input signal time
	Output signal level
	Tolerances ‑ output signal time

	‑59 dBc (or ‑54 dBm whichever is greater)
	t59
	‑59 dBc
	t59 ± 14 µs

	‑30 dBc
	t30
	‑30 dBc
	t30 ± 9 µs

	‑6 dBc
	t6
	‑6 dBc
	t6 ± 5 µs


Table F.2b: Timing tolerances between input and output signals for a DCS AFLC

	Input signal level
	Input signal time
	Output signal level
	Tolerances ‑ output signal time

	‑48 dBc (or ‑48 dBm. whichever is greater)
	t48
	‑48 dBc
	t48 ± 14 µs

	‑30 dBc
	t30
	‑30 dBc
	t30 ± 9 µs

	‑6 dBc
	t6
	‑6 dBc
	t6 ± 5 µs


The input signal time is the time at which the input level crosses the corresponding signal level. The above requirements apply to both the rising and falling edge of the burst.

Table F.3: Signal level tolerances for both GSM and DCS AFLC

	Range
	Tolerances ‑ output signal level

	t6..........t6 ± 5 µs (rising edge)
	‑6..........+4 dB

	t6..........t6 ± 5 µs (falling edge)
	‑6..........+1 dB

	147 useful bits
	± 1 dB


All input signal levels are relative to the average power level over the 147 useful bits of the input signal. All output signal levels are relative to the average power level over the 147 useful bits of the output signal.

F.2.4
Phase error

The increase in phase error of a GSM input signal, which meets the phase error requirements of 3GPP TS 45.005, shall be no greater than 2 degrees RMS and 8 degrees peak.

F.2.5
Frequency error

The increase in frequency error of a GSM input signal, which meets the frequency accuracy requirements of 3GPP TS 45.010, shall be no greater than 0,05 ppm.

F.2.6
Group delay

The absolute value of the group delay (signal propagation delay) shall not exceed 500 ns.

F.2.7
Spurious emissions

With a GSM input signal corresponding to an MS transmitting at +39 dBm for a GSM 900 AFLC, and at +36 dBm for a DCS 1 800 AFLC, the peak power of any single spurious emission measured in a bandwidth according to table F.4, shall be no greater than ‑36 dBm in the relevant transmit band.

Table F.4: Transmit band spurious emissions measurement conditions

	Band
	Frequency
	Measurement bandwidth

	
	offset from test signal freq.
	

	relevant transmit band
	( 1,8 MHz 
	30 kHz

	and < 2 MHz offset from band edge
	( 6,0 MHz
	100 kHz


Outside of this transmit band, the power measured in the bandwidths according to table F.5 below, shall be no greater than:

‑
250 nW (‑36 dBm) in the frequency band 9 kHz ‑ 1 GHz;

‑
1 µW (‑30 dBm) in the frequency band 1 ‑ 12,75 GHz

Table F.5: Out of band spurious emissions measurement conditions

	Band
	Frequency offset
	Measurement Bandwidth

	100 kHz ‑ 50 MHz
	‑
	10 kHz

	50 MHz ‑500 MHz
	‑
	100 kHz

	above 500 MHz but excluding the transmit band
	(offset from edge of the transmit band)
	

	
	
	

	
	(   2 MHz
	30 kHz

	
	(   5 MHz
	100 kHz

	
	(  10 MHz
	300 kHz

	
	(  20 MHz
	1 MHz

	
	(  30 MHz
	3 MHz


In the band 935 ‑ 960 MHz, the power measured in any 100 kHz band shall be no more than ‑79 dBm, in the band 925 ‑ 935, 460.4 – 467.6 MHz and 488.8 – 496 MHz, shall be no more than ‑67 dBm and in the band 1 805 ‑ 1 880 MHz, shall be no more than ‑71 dBm.

With no input signal and the MS input port terminated and unterminated, the peak power of any single spurious emission measured in a 100 kHz bandwidth shall be no greater than:

‑
2 nW (‑57 dBm) in the frequency bands 9 kHz ‑ 880 MHz, 915 ‑ 1 000 MHz;

‑
1,25 nW (‑59 dBm) in the frequency band 880 ‑ 915 MHz;

‑
5 nW (‑53 dBm) in the frequency band 1 710 ‑ 1 785 MH;

‑
20 nW (‑47 dBm) in the frequency bands 1 000 ‑ 1 710 MHz, 1 785 ‑ 12 750 MHz.

F.2.8
VSWR

The VSWR shall be less than 1.7:1 at the RF port of the device which is intended to be connected to the MS. The VSWR shall be less than 2:1 at the RF port of the device which is intended to be connected to the antenna.

F.2.9
Stability

The AFLC shall be unconditionally stable.

F.3
Receiving path

Unless otherwise stated, the requirements in this clause apply at all frequencies in the receive band 460.4 – 467.6 MHz for a GSM 450 AFLC, at all frequencies in the receive band 488.8 ‑ 496 MHz for a GSM 480 AFLC, at all frequencies in the receive band 925 ‑ 960 MHz for a GSM 900 AFLC, and at all frequencies in the receive band 1 805 ‑ 1 880 MHz, for a DCS 1 800 AFLC. For a multi band AFLC, which supports more than one of the GSM and DCS bands, the requirements apply in all of the receive bands supported.

F.3.1
Gain

With a GSM input signal at any level in the range ‑102 dBm to ‑20 dBm for a GSM 400 and GSM 900 AFLC and ‑100 dBm to ‑20 dBm for a DCS 1 800 AFLC, the gain shall be 0 dB with a tolerance of ±1 dB.

For test purposes, it is sufficient to use a CW signal to test this requirement.

F.3.2
Noise figure

The noise figure shall be less than 7 dB for a GSM 400 and GSM 900 AFLC and less than 7 dB for a DCS 1 800 AFLC.

F.3.3
Group delay

The absolute value of the group delay (signal propagation delay) shall not exceed 500 ns.

F.3.4
Intermodulation performance

The output third order intercept point shall be greater than ‑10 dBm.

F.3.5
VSWR

The VSWR shall be less than 1.7:1 at the RF port of the device which is intended to be connected to the MS. The VSWR shall be less than 2:1 at the RF port of the device which is intended to be connected to the antenna.

F.3.6
Stability

The AFLC shall be unconditionally stable.

F.4
Guidelines (informative)

The specifications of the AFLC, have been developed to ensure that a generic AFLC causes minimal degradation of the parametric performance of the MS, to which it is connected.

The following should be clearly marked on the AFLC:

‑
The intended band(s) of operation.

‑
The power class of the MS, to which it designed to be connected.

When installed correctly the AFLC can provide enhancement of the MS to BTS link in vehicular installations. However, it is not guaranteed that an AFLC, which meets the requirements of this specification, will provide a performance improvement for all of the different GSM MS implementations and installations.

Some MS implementations significantly exceed the performance requirements of 3GPP TS 45.005, e.g. with respect to reference sensitivity performance. A purely passive feeder of low loss cable, may provide the best performance for some implementations. The benefits of installing an AFLC in a vehicular application, can only be assessed on a case by case basis.

When used, the AFLC should only be installed in the type approved configuration, with the minimum amount of additional cabling.

When designing an AFLC to be used with a GSM MS, the best downlink performance will be obtained if the low noise amplifier is situated as closely as possible to the output of the antenna. 
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