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1. Overall Description:

During GERAN#10 TSG GERAN identified potential problems with the definition of the CBQ2 parameter and its usage. Unfortunately TSG GERAN came to the conclusion, that if the specification was left unmodified this could lead to different MS implementations and potential interoperability problems which would make the use of the CBQ2 parameter unfeasible. Reviewing the different options for resolving the identified problems TSG GERAN found that it would require rather complex changes to the standard to repair the functionality. This causes concern as R99 mobile stations are already manufactured or are close to be introduced to the market. Reviewing the overall requirements which originally lead to the introduction of the CBQ2 parameter, TSG GERAN came to the conclusion, that CBQ2 is not strictly necessary as the requirements in TS 22.011 is believed to implicit be met by the fact that the physical layer allows the mobile station to identify a GSM COMPACT network which does not support voice services.

On this background and in order to ensure rapid introduction of R99 mobile stations (e.g. dual mode GSM-UMTS, EDGE capable MS) TSG GERAN chose to delete the CBQ2 parameter from its GERAN specifications. However in order to keep the specifications consistence and the requirements in 22.011 understandable in relation to the detailed technical specifications, TSG GERAN found that it would be necessary to amend 22.011. A proposal for change requests providing the necessary amendments to 22.011 are attached for your consideration.

TSG GERAN can confirm that the chosen solution would not have any negative effects on already implemented R99 mobile stations, as the removal of CBQ2 has been done in a backwards compatible manner, i.e. the MS behaviour would be exactly the same as in the case of a pre-R99 network.

TSG GERAN is looking forward to a quick treatment of the issue by TSG SA1 due to the urgency of the matter. 

2. Actions:

TSG SA1 is asked to review and hopefully approve the attached CRs and inform TSG GERAN as soon as possible about the outcome.

