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7.2
TBF establishment initiated by the network on PCCCH

The purpose of network initiated TBF establishment is to establish a TBF to support the transfer of upper layer PDUs in the direction from the network to the mobile station. The procedure may be entered when the mobile station is in packet idle mode. Network initiated TBF establishment can also be done on PACCH if a TBF for transfer of upper layer PDUs in the direction from the mobile station to the network is already established (clause 8.1.2.5).

If the mobile station is in dedicated mode and both the network and the mobile station support DTM, the establishment of a TBF shall be performed by the DTM assignment procedures on the main DCCH, as defined in 3GPP TS 44.018.

7.2.1
Entering the packet transfer mode

The procedure is triggered by a request from upper layers on the network side to transfer an upper layer PDU to a mobile station in packet idle mode. The request from upper layers specifies an optional priority level, a QoS profile including the requested RLC mode, optional DRX parameters, an optional IMSI and an optional MS Radio Access Capability, multislot class and mobile classmark to be associated with the packet transfer. The request is implicit when receiving an upper layer PDU to a mobile station not already having any assigned radio resources. Upon such a request, the network shall initiate a packet downlink assignment procedure as defined in clause 7.2.1.1.

7.2.1.1
Packet downlink assignment procedure

The network may assign a radio resource on one or more PDCHs to be used for the TBF. The amount of radio resource to be reserved is a network dependent choice.

The allocated radio resource is assigned to the mobile station in a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message to the mobile station. The PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message is transmitted on the PCCCH timeslot corresponding to the PCCCH group the mobile station belongs to. The appropriate PCCCH group is calculated from the IMSI (see 3GPP TS 45.002). The behaviour of the network when the IMSI is not provided by the upper layers is implementation dependent for the calculation of the PCCCH group where the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message has to be sent. If the mobile station is in non-DRX mode or if the IMSI or the DRX parameters are not provided by the upper layers, there is no further restriction on what part of the downlink PCCCH timeslot this PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message can be sent, provided that this part corresponds to one or more blocks where paging may appear. If the mobile station applies DRX, this message shall be sent in one or more PCCCH block(s) corresponding to a paging group determined for the mobile station in packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state (see 3GPP TS 45.002). The multislot capabilities of the mobile station shall be considered.

Initial timing advance can be provided in the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message as Timing Advance Value field. In case valid timing advance for the mobile station is not available, the network may use one of the following two methods to trigger the mobile station to transmit a PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message:

-
if the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message is not segmented and the CONTROL_ACK_TYPE parameter in the System Information indicates acknowledgement is access bursts, the network may set the poll bit in the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message.

-
if the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message is segmented or the CONTROL_ACK_TYPE parameter in the System Information does not indicate acknowledgement is access bursts, the network may send PACKET POLLING REQUEST message with TYPE_OF_ACK parameter set to access bursts (see clause 11.2.12).

The mobile station shall then send the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message as four access bursts in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field as defined in subclause 10.4.5.The reserved block is considered as a one block PACCH allocation. The PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message is used to derive the timing advance.

Thereafter, either the timing advance in the mobile station is updated with a PACKET POWER CONTROL /TIMING ADVANCE message or a continuous timing advance procedure is used. If a Timing Advance Index is included in the assignment message, the mobile station shall use the continuous update timing advance mechanism, using its allocation on PTCCH (see 3GPP TS 45.010). Otherwise the continuous update timing advance mechanism shall not be used. For the case where Timing Advance Value is not provided in the assignment message, the mobile station is not allowed to send normal bursts (e.g. PACKET DOWNLINKACK/NACK message) on the uplink until it receives a valid timing advance either through the continuous timing advance procedure or in a PACKET POWER CONTROL /TIMING ADVANCE message.

The mobile station shall use information received on the PBCCH to decode the channel descriptions contained in the assignment. If frequency hopping is applied, the mobile station shall use the last CA received on PBCCH to decode the Mobile Allocation. Alternatively, the network may provide a Mobile Allocation in the assignment. The radio resource is assigned to the mobile station in a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message. On receipt of a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message, the mobile station shall switch to the assigned PDCHs.

A PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message may indicate an assignment starting time in the TBF Starting Time parameter. The mobile station shall monitor PCCCH until the point in time denoted by the TBF Starting Time. If the mobile station receives more than one PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message while it monitors the PCCCH, it shall act upon the most recently received message and shall ignore the previous message.

When the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message is received and after awaiting the point in time denoted by the TBF Starting Time, if such is indicated, the mobile station shall switch to the assigned PDCHs and start timer T3190. The timer T3190 is restarted when receiving the first valid RLC/MAC block.

When the mobile station switches to the assigned PDCHs, it shall take the power control parameters received in the PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message into account, perform signal strength measurements and apply output power control procedures as they are defined for packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

On expiry of timer T3190, the mobile station shall abort the procedure and return to packet idle mode or MAC-Idle state.

7.2.1.2
Packet downlink assignment procedure completion

The packet downlink assignment procedure is completed when the mobile station receives a valid RLC/MAC block. The mobile station has entered the packet transfer mode or MAC-Shared state.

7.2.1.3
Packet polling procedure

The network may send to the mobile station a PACKET POLLING REQUEST message. If the MS has received a PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT message with no starting time or with a starting time that has already elapsed, the PACKET POLLING REQUEST message shall be sent on PACCH. Otherwise the PACKET POLLING message shall be sent on PAGCH. The mobile station shall be addressed by its TLLI (A/Gb mode), G-RNTI (Iu mode) or TFI.

On receipt of a PACKET POLLING REQUEST message, the mobile station shall respond to the network with the PACKET CONTROL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT message in the reserved uplink radio block specified by the RRBP field as defined in subclause 10.4.5. The reserved block is considered as a one block PACCH allocation.
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