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Following the discussion on TFTS / GSM-A at the last ERM RM´s meeting, Reg TP has been informed that a number of issues related to GSM-A may not been considered in depth.

These issues are related to licensing and radio interference.

GSM frequencies throughout Europe are licensed to national operators, and only these are allowed to use the GSM frequencies on the respective national basis. Reg TP invites information on how this is addressed in the specification, and whether this has been discussed with the relevant European Regulatory Bodies in CEPT ECC.

A GSM BTS (base transceiver station) in an airplane transmitting on GSM frequencies can be regarded as an uncoordinated (i.e. not carefully RF planned) interferer to BTS outside the airplane.

The same is true for an onboard MS connected to a ground-based BTS interfering with the onboard BTS.

It seems difficult, if not impossible, to guarantee that all onboard MS call via the onboard BTS, and interference to the outside would be limited.

This would also imply cell reselections and handovers into the onboard BTS, which only works if neighbour lists for frequencies used, are known and broadcast by national GSM networks, and if the onboard BTS is connected to the Core Networks of all national GSM networks. At near-the-borderline-airports, this can become tricky as well.

Reg TP would appreciate information whether this has been considered, how it has been solved, and whether the analysis has been discussed with the GSM experts in 3GPP TSG GERAN.

Therefore, we invite the ERM RM to consider sending a liaison statement on the above concerns to 3GPP TSG GERAN as well as TG25. We also consider the above-mentioned committees to discuss the matter in common as this would be beneficial for all parties involved.

