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1. Overall Description:

Support of legacy transceivers is considered of utmost importance by GERAN, as the installed base of GSM/GERAN transceivers is very large, and it is therefore essential that introduction of new services does not require replacement of this hardware.

GERAN liaised with you on legacy transceivers for speech (GP-012644, attached). GERAN would like to provide one clarification on this LS. EFR and AMR 12.2 kbps are the same speech codec, but the channel coding is different, with the AMR 12.2 being significantly more complex. Therefore a network supporting EFR cannot be considered to support AMR 12.2. This explains why GERAN would prefer to see EFR in the mandatory set for GERAN MS supporting Iu mode.

GERAN has liaised with RAN3 and CN3 on legacy GERAN transceiver aspects of data services for the Iu interface and 2G – 3G interworking. In these LS GERAN raised the issue that most GERAN networks use data services based on 9.6 kbps and multiples of 9.6 kbps, as well as 14.4 kbps and its multiples. RAN3/CN3 replied that even though the Iu interface is capable of allocating these data rates, these services have not been defined by SA1.

Most GSM/GERAN networks have been planned to provide contiguous service for voice and data with either 9.6 or 14.4 kbps. Higher data rates are available, but with reduced coverage. If these data rates are not specified for GERAN using Iu mode, this would either force operators to an expansive denser network roll out, or a situation where Iu mode support would be limited to parts of the network.

GERAN asks SA1 to consider defining these data rates for GERAN Iu mode.

2. Actions:

GERAN asks SA1 to consider defining these data rates for GERAN Iu mode.

3. Date of Next GERAN Meeting:

15.04.02 – 19.04.02

