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1. Overall Description:

SA5 replaced the System Type parameter with the RAT type parameter in Rel-6 for the identification of the access type. The following parameter description was proposed to clarify the different usage of Iu and Gb mode for GERAN and UTRAN:

The field ‘RAT Type’ indicates the Radio Access Technology (RAT) type, e.g. UTRAN or GERAN, used by the Mobile Station as defined in TS 29.060 and provided by the SGSN as described in TS 23.060. Currently it is only possible to detect the difference between GERAN and UTRAN when Iu mode is used. If Gb mode is used, then an SGSN may not provide the parameter. 

During the discussion of this issue we found the following descriptions in the corresponding specifications:

TS 23.060 (Clause 5.4.6) states the following:

An Iu mode MS operates in one of three modes of operation. However, these operation modes are different from the ones of an A/Gb mode MS due to the capabilities of an Iu mode RAN to multiplex CS and PS connections, due to paging co-ordination for PS services and CS services that are offered by the CN or the UTRAN/GERAN-Iu, etc. 
All combinations of different operation modes as described for A/Gb mode and Iu mode MSs shall be allowed for GERAN and UTRAN multisystem terminals. 
TS 29.060 (Clause 7.7.50) states the following:

NOTE:
 Currently it is only possible to detect the difference between GERAN and UTRAN when GERAN Gb mode is used. If GERAN Iu mode is used, then an SGSN may not be able to detect the difference between GERAN and UTRAN.

At this point it is not clear which differentiation is currently supported in Rel-6. 

2. Actions:

To SA2 and CT4 groups
ACTION: 
SA5-SWGB asks both groups for clarification and alignment in the affected specifications.
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