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INVITATION TO THE 3GPP CT1#106, CT3#92 AND CT4#80 MEETINGS
OCT 23 - 27, 2017
KOCHI, INDIA

Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of Telecom Standards Development Society, India (TSDSI) and Indian Friends of 3GPP (IF3), I am pleased to invite you to the 3GPP CT1#106, CT3#92 and CT4#80 meetings at Kochi, Kerala, India. 

The meetings will be held at the Kochi Marriott Hotel, Edappally, Kochi. A block of rooms have been reserved at this hotel at discounted rates. Please read the general meeting information section of this document for details of these rooms, room inclusions and registration details. The cut-off date for hotel booking is 18:00 Hrs IST on 22nd September 2017. The hotel has included complimentary lunch into the room rates for 3GPP participants. 

The following information is important and we thank you in advance for reading this new section and complying with our requests: 
Please make your reservations and stay at the meeting hotel, booking your room using the reservation link provided in this invitation to insure that the hotel knows that you are with our group. This is essential for the meeting hosts, who guarantee a certain number of rooms at reduced rates, provide food and beverage, internet in your sleeping rooms and meeting space, along with Audio Visual equipment and other business equipment and services for the attendees of this meeting in order to have a productive and successful meeting, which enables everyone to do their job at a reduced cost to their company. Our ability to sustain hosting 3GPP meetings in India is 100% dependent on meeting attendees supporting the meeting hosts by staying at the contracted meeting hotel under the appropriate provisions (corporate rates or internet reservations outside of the block do not achieve the goal of supporting the meeting or the host). For details on how 3GPP meetings are structured and hosted, please refer to the 3GPP website.

In addition to making your hotel reservation, it is also very important to register for the meeting on the 3GPP website. This provides the MCC and meeting planners with important planning information. The registration form can be found on the 3GPP website. Please take a moment after making your hotel reservations and visit www.3gpp.org to register on line. Please be sure to print your name badge prior to the meeting. Name badges will no longer be provided at meetings. Meeting directions and general information are provided in the following pages of this invite.

You may be required to obtain a visa for admittance into India. As of date, India allows citizens from most countries to apply and secure an eVisa. Please check with the Indian embassy website in your country for more information. You might need an invitation letter from TSDSI for visa purpose. Please complete the details in Annexure 1, and follow the procedure mentioned in there for Visa Processing. Request for Visa invitation letters should be sent to the points of contact as mentioned in Annexure 1 before 22nd Sept 2017. 

We are looking forward to seeing you in Kochi.

Sincerely,
Harsh Arora, On behalf of Telecommunications Standards Development Society, India (TSDSI) and  “Indian Friends of 3GPP” 
harsh@tsdsi.org 
 
The “Indian Friends of 3GPP” –Ericsson India, Intel India and Qualcomm India.
General Meeting Information

Meetings and Dates: 
3GPP CT1#106, CT3#92 and CT4#80 Meetings Oct 23 - 27, 2017
The meetings will start on Monday, 23 October at 09:00 and end on Friday, 27 October by 17:00, IST. 

Location:
Kochi, India
	
Hosts: 
TSDSI and Indian Friends of 3GPP

Please direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements for this meeting to TSDSI, the Meeting Coordinators:
Mr Harsh Arora
Phone: +91 124 4201759 
Cell: +91 9911319995 (preferred)
Fax: +91 124 4201759
3gpp_support@tsdsi.org
[Please note: we encourage sending an email in order to receive the fastest reply.]


Meeting Venue:
Kochi Marriott Hotel 
Lulu International Shopping Mall
Edappally, Kochi – 682 024, India

Phone:	+91 484 7177777
Fax:    	+91 484 7124000
 
Hotel Address and Contact Information:
Kochi Marriott Hotel 
Lulu International Shopping Mall
Edappally, Kochi – 682 024, India

Phone:	+91 484 7177777 /+91 8589989058 
Fax:    	+91 484 7124000
Email: 	< Arunima.Pillai@marriott.com>

Room Rate: Kochi Marriott Hotel, Kochi


	OCCUPANCY
	EXECUTIVE(MAPAI)
	DELUXE(MAPAI)

	SINGLE
	INR 7250 MAPAI per room per night
	INR 6750 MAPAI per room per night

	DOUBLE
	INR 9000 MAPAI per room per night
	INR 8500 MAPAI per room per night



Notes:
· The group check in time is 15:00 hours and check out time is 12:00 hours. Early check in/late check out will only be possible subject to availability
· Room rates are inclusive of taxes prevailing during the preparation of this invitation. 

Deluxe Room Inclusions:

· Well- appointed room.
· Buffet breakfast at designated venue
· Usage of the conference hall.
· Conference lunch with two services of Tea/ coffee with cookies.
· All currently applicable taxes.
· Complimentary usage of swimming pool & gym.

Executive Room Inclusion:

· Well-appointed room.
· Buffet breakfast at designated venue
· Usage of the conference hall.
· Conference lunch with two services of Tea/ coffee with cookies.
· All currently applicable taxes.
· Complimentary usage of swimming pool and fitness center
· Wi-Fi
· Access to executive lounge
· Two way airport transfers.


Reservation Link:
Please follow this registration link for booking:  Book your group rate for 3GPP - Working Meeting 
Cut-off Date: 
A certain number of rooms have been secured based on inputs from 3GPP, and will be available till 22nd  Sept 2017, or until they are all run out – whichever happens first. Please make your reservation before the cut-off date to ensure hassle free booking. Rates may be significantly higher after the cut-off date, and is subject to availability. Should you face any problem please mark an email to Mr Harsh Arora, via email at 3gpp_support@tsdsi.org for assistance.

Cancellations:
Cancellations made within two weeks of the meeting will attract penalty.
Please note that TSDSI and IF3 are not responsible for reservation confirmations, cancelled or changed reservations, or no-shows. Please contact the hotel directly to make any changes to your reservation.

Airport: 
Cochin International Airport (COK)
Directions to the meeting venue: Please refer the Kochi Marriott link for directions.

This airport is served by several international carriers, and is operational throughout the day. Please refer to the Wikitravel link and Wikipedia link for details.

This airport is served by Chauffeur driven rental cars to be booked at the arrival terminal, by Radio taxis waiting outside the arrival terminal and by App aggregators (Uber Cabs and Ola Cabs).
Please note that Kochi Marriott has offered complimentary return trip chauffeur service for guests staying in the executive rooms.


Wireless LAN:
This will be a paperless meeting. Meeting coordinators will provide and administer a Wireless LAN for document distribution. Please be sure to bring your wireless LAN card to the meeting.

Mobile Coverage: 
There is GSM, CDMA, HSPA and LTE coverage in Kochi 

Time Zone:
Indian Standard Time (IST) 
GMT +5:30

Voltage:
Please be sure you have the correct adapter. Voltage converters will not be provided at the meeting. India's A/C supply is 230V-50Hz. The plug is a "Type D." The image below is a visual representation of the adapter you will need if your equipment does not have the correct plug.

[image: plug_d]

About Kochi:

Kochi (formerly Cochin) is a cosmopolitan city in the Indian state of Kerala, with a bustling commercial port. Kochi is also the financial capital of Kerala and with a population of about 2 million is the biggest urban agglomeration in the state, and a major tourist destination. Kochi merchants began trading in spices such as black pepper and cardamom with the Arabs, Dutch, Phoenicians, Portuguese, and Chinese more than 600 years ago. This helped Kochi to prosper and to become the gateway to old India. The foundations of modern Kochi city started when Sir Robert Bristow, a senior Royal Navy Engineer felt the need of a modern large port after the opening of Suez Canal. This made creation of the largest man-made island of the country, the Willingdon Island to house new Kochi Port. Since the formation of Kerala in 1957, Kochi has been the commercial capital of Kerala as well as the seat of the Kerala High Court. Since 2000, Kochi has revitalized its economy, with a focus on tourism, information technology and the port.

Kochi has a typical tropical climate. Temperatures range between 30°C and 35°C during daytime and around 24°C during night. From September to early February, the weather is fine, marked with cool winds and light showers in between.

Like many other fast growing cities, Kochi also has its traffic woes. Its roads can get very crowded during the peak hours of the day. This may be kept in mind while planning any travel inside the city.

Kochi has a cosmopolitan culture, highly influenced by historical trading partners, Portuguese, Dutch, Arab, Chinese, and Japanese. Kochi is the seat of the Latin church of Kerala and has many Catholic churches and followers. You can get more information about Kochi tourism here: http://www.cochin.org/tourism.htm 

Please don’t hesitate to direct any questions regarding the logistical arrangements of this meeting to the Meeting Coordinators.
 

Annexure 1: Visa Information

Should you need a visa support letter, complete the information below, print on your company’s letter head, scan and email to Mr Harsh Arora at 3gpp_support@tsdsi.org. Please make your request for the invitation letter as soon as possible (preferably before Sept 22, 2017, accounting for holidays). Letters will be processed within 14 days of receiving an email request. Scanned copy of the invitation will be sent to you via email and be sent only via Speed Post upon special request. If you have not received your letter within 14 days or have any changes after receiving an email copy, please contact Mr Harsh Arora again, via email at 3gpp_support@tsdsi.org. Please do not contact ETSI or the meeting chairman for a visa letters.
--

	Title / Salutation:
	Example: Ms/Mr/Dr/Prof

	Family Name:
	Example: Mitchell

	Given / First Name:
	Example: Victoria

	Father’s Name / Husband’s Name (First, Last):
	

	Gender 
	

	Date of Birth (DD/Mon/YYYY):
	Example: 01/Jul/2016

	Place of Birth:
	

	Nationality: 
	Example: Indian

	Passport Number:
	

	Passport Issue Date:
	

	Passport Expiry Date:
	

	Place of Passport Issue:
	

	Name of the Delegation:
	Example: TIA

	Affiliation/Company:
	Example: National Informatics

	Function / Designation: 
	Example: Sr. Project Manager

	Company Mailing Address:
	


	Postal Code
	

	Country
	

	Email Address:
	Example: abcd@xyz.com

	Cell Phone No:
	

	Phone Number:
	Example: + 91 124 420 1759

	FAX No:
	

	Arrival Date (DD/Mon/YYYY):
	Example: 24/Apr/2016

	Departure Date (DD/Mon/YYYY):
	Example: 26/Apr/2016

	Applicable Embassy / Consulate etc.:
	Example: Embassy of India, Washington, D.C.

	Copy of passport: 
	Attached

	Courtyard by Marriott, ORR, Reservation Number:
	




CERTIFIED THAT ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE IS ACCURATE AND WILL BE VALID AT THE TIME OF THE MEETING

Authorized Signatory

Date: 

Organization Stamp (if any) 

Annexure 2: Explore Kochi, by Marriott Kochi

The following events and programs are offered by Marriott Kochi at a special discounted rate for 3GPP participants. Guests are hereby requested to coordinate with the hotel and / or the event coordinator for additional details.

· Sunset Cruise – Mid sea cruise at Kochi Marine drive (08 KMS drive from Marriott)
Boat charges will be INR 80,000 + 27.50%  taxes for 02 hours with DJ and light snacks. Transportation charges to the boat jetty will be extra. 
· Dinner at Backwaters – Back Water cruise at Kochi Marine drive (08 KMS drive from Marriott)
Boat charges will be INR 50,000 + 27.50%  taxes for 03 hours and transportation charges to the boat jetty will be extra. 

· Yoga Session – A special yoga session can be arranged for the group at INR 20,000 + 27.50% taxes per session (Minimum group size of 30 people).

· Sadhya Lunch  at Cassava -  A special Kerala style Sadhya lunch (Veg Meal) can be arranged at the specialty restaurant Cassava during the lunch time at an additional cost of INR 850 + 26.38% per person ( Minimum group size of 50 people).
· Sheesha Lounge -  A special dinner with Sheesha and Mediterranean cuisine can be arranged at the poolside at additional cost of INR 50,000 +27.50% taxes. 

· Sight Seeing Option - Trip to Fort Kochi and Mattanchery (23 KMS from hotel) where the guest can explore fort Immanuel, Dutch cemetery, Thakur House, David Hall, Parade Ground, Church Road, Vasco-da Gama square, Chinese fishing nets, Bishop’s House and Princess Street (For transportation charges, please enquire hotel).
· Sight Seeing Option - Trip to Athirappilly Water falls (57 KMS from hotel) the very sight of this waterfall refreshes and rejuvenates an onlooker’s body and soul. Flowing through the Vazhachal Forest toward the Arabian Sea, the waterfall cascades along offering the most bewitching sights you have ever seen in your lifetime (For transportation charges, please enquire hotel).
Please note that the taxes may change. The taxes applicable at the time of billing shall be charged.
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