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Introduction

This contribution provides comments ob TDOC C3-070073 that suggest rewriting the core of TS 29.164, the Clause about control plane interworking, from the scratch.

Comments on Reasoning for the Restructuring

Siemens believes that this quite unusual procedure (rather than the established successful working procedure of 3GPP to gradually stabilise draft specifications by discussing changes on top agreed text) should be considered with due caution. It bears the risk that the specification is destabilised rather than stabilised at a point in time when it is scheduled for approval by the CT plenary and the Rel-7 freezing is imminent. Furthermore, a discussion of technical differences becomes very complicated due to the overwhelming amount of new text.

At the last CT3 meeting several companies suggested to describe deltas against ITU-T Q.1912.5 and it was agreed that proposals to attempt a rewriting in such a direction could be discussed during the present meeting. However, contribution C3-070073 does not aim to do a revision in this direction but copies in text from TS 29.163.

Contribution C3-070073 argues that the requirements of TS 29.163 and TS 29.164 are different and expresses the concern that changes to TS 29.163 might imply unintended impacts against TS 29.164. While such problems can indeed not be ruled out completely, Siemens expects that they occur relatively seldom and can be handled by CT3 easily, as this group (as well as the Siemens rapporteur) is in charge of both specifications. Being available since Rel-6, TS 29.163 is quite stable (expected impacts due to Multimedia interworking are expected to be included in a separate Annex, see C3-070088). 
Should there be corrections to TS 29.163, many of those corrections are likely to be beneficial for both specifications:

The authors of ITU-T Q.1912.5 felt that the requirements of profile A (3GPP IMS) and profile C (SIP-I) were sufficiently similar to allow the description of procedures for both profiles within a single specification. The technical background is the SIP-I principle that information derived from SIP headers (which may have been modified by SIP proxies not inspecting the encapsulated ISUP) takes precedence over information in the encapsulated ISUP, and the encapsulated ISUP is therefore only used to derive additional information – thus interworking to SIP-I rather than SIP mostly means additional procedures to handle the encapsulated ISUP, which can be described easily as deltas against the basic procedures.
For the corrections to TS 29.163 that are also beneficial for TS 29.164, the current delta specification description of TS 29.163 is well suited.

As another aspect, delta specifications also are well suited if a company intends to implement both the functionality within TS 29.163 and TS 29.164. The analysis work required for the implementation is simplified, and unnecessary differences between both specifications are avoided.

Comments on the proposed text
The proposal is incomplete. No text about the outgoing call interworking from ISUP to SIP at the O-MGCF is provided.
A Similar rework would also be required for the BICC interworking part, but is not provided.

There are many editorial problems wrong cross-references and reference numbers in the new text. Furthermore, impacts on the existing text due to the restructuring are not corrected.

More text from ITU-T Q.1912.5 is copied than the current v020 that rather uses cross-references to ITU-T where possible.

The notes pointing to the source of the text in ITU-T in v020 are helpful for comparing the specifications. Such notes are missing in the new proposal.

Some technical errors were also detected.

A version of C3-070073 with technical and editorial issues highlighted (yellow) is attached.

Summary

There are arguments for and against writing 29.164 as delta specification against 29.163.
However, at this point in time, when Rel-7 freezing is imminent and TS 29.164 is scheduled for approval, it is not acceptable to replace complete text with incomplete text of poor editorial quality.
