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11.1
Handover to A/Gb mode MSC

After a handover from an Iu mode MSC or an A/Gb mode MSC to an A/Gb mode MSC the user plane between the anchor MSC and the visited MSC shall comply to:

-
 the standard A-interface protocols if both MSCs are connected via a TDM interface, i.e.:

-
A-TRAU or modified V.110 frames as defined in 3GPP TS 44.021 [27] and 3GPP TS 48.020 [28];

-
up to four 16kbit/s substreams are multiplexed in one 64kbit/s channel (Split/Combine function and Multiplexing function as defined in 3GPP TS 44.021 [27] and 3GPP TS 48.020 [28]).

-
the Nb UP protocol if the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW are connected via an ATM interface or IP interface. The NbUP shall be configured in support mode, the data is transported in a 64 kbit/s bit stream, formatted in SDUs of 40 octets and transmitted every 5 ms, in accordance with Annex P of ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 [81]. PDU type 0 is used, i.e., payload CRC is applied. This is needed for the framing to be handled the same for all transports. The data is encoded between MSC-B/MGW-B (non-Anchor) and MSC-A/MGW-A (Anchor) as for the TDM case. Furthermore, Clause 11.6.3 is applicable.

11.2
Handover from A/Gb mode MSC to UTRAN Iu mode MSC

After a handover from an A/Gb mode MSC to an UTRAN Iu mode MSC the user plane between the anchor MSC and the visited MSC shall comply to:

-
 the A-TRAU' protocol if both MSCs are connected via a TDM interface except for FNUR = 56 kbit/s (ITC=RDI) and FNUR = 64 kbit/s (ITC=UDI). For both exceptions a plain 64 kbit/s channel is used between the MSCs.

-
the Nb UP protocol if the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW are connected via an ATM interface or IP interface. The NbUP shall be configured in support mode, the data is transported in a 64 kbit/s bit stream, formatted in SDUs of 40 octets and transmitted every 5 ms, in accordance with Annex P of ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 [81]. PDU type 0 is used, i.e., payload CRC is applied. This is needed for the framing to be handled the same for all transports. The data is encoded between MSC-B/MGW-B (non-Anchor) and MSC-A/MGW-A (Anchor) as for the TDM case (A-TRAU’ protocol or plain 64kbits/s). Furthermore, Clause 11.6.3 is applicable.

The A-TRAU' protocol is defined as follows:

-
A-TRAU' frames are transmitted in regular intervals of 10ms;

-
an A-TRAU' frame consists of two consecutive A-TRAU frames (as defined in 3GPP TS 48.020 [28]) each with a length of 320 bit;

-
the A-TRAU' protocol is used on a plain 64 kbit/s channel without substreams;

-
the same A-TRAU' format is used for the transparent and non-transparent transmission mode;

-
in transparent mode the number of data bits in an A-TRAU' frame depend on the user rate only, each user rate corresponds to a fixed number of data bits (see below);

-
in non-transparent mode A-TRAU' frames contain always complete RLP frames, rate adaptation is performed by means of the M2 bit;

-
the M1-bit is used to identify 1st and 2nd frame in both transmission modes.

*************************************** NEXT CHANGE *****************************************

11.3
Handover from A/Gb mode MSC to GERAN Iu mode MSC

11.3.1
User plane for transparent services

After a handover from a GERAN A/Gb mode MSC to a GERAN Iu mode MSC the user plane for transparent services between the anchor MSC and the visited MSC shall comply to:

-
 the A-TRAU’ protocol except for FNUR = 32 kbit/s (ITC = UDI), FNUR = 56 kbit/s (ITC=RDI) and FNUR = 64 kbit/s (ITC = UDI). For these exceptions a plain 64 kbit/s channel is used between the MSCs. The rate adaptation between 64 kbit/s and 32 kbit/s is based on ITU-T Recommendation I.460.

-
the Nb UP protocol if the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW are connected via an ATM interface or IP interface. The NbUP shall be configured in support mode, the data is transported in a 64 kbit/s bit stream, formatted in SDUs of 40 octets and transmitted every 5 ms, in accordance with Annex P of ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 [81]. PDU type 0 is used, i.e., payload CRC is applied. This is needed for the framing to be handled the same for all transports. The data is encoded between MSC-B/MGW-B (non-Anchor) and MSC-A/MGW-A (Anchor) as for the TDM case (A-TRAU’ protocol or plain 64kbits/s). Furthermore, Clause 11.6.3 is applicable.

11.3.2.
User plane for non-transparent services

After a handover from a GERAN A/Gb mode MSC to a GERAN Iu mode MSC the user plane for non-transparent services between the anchor MSC and the visited MSC shall comply to:

-
the A-TRAU’’ protocol as defined below for the RAB subflows with 12 kbit/s, 24 kbit/s, 36 kbit/s and 48 kbit/s and the A-TRAU’ protocol for the RAB subflows with 14,4 kbit/s, 28,8 kbit/s, 43,2 kbit/s and 57,6 kbit/s,  if both MSCs are connected via a TDM interface.

-
the Nb UP protocol if the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW are connected via an ATM interface or IP interface. The NbUP shall be configured in support mode, the data is transported in a 64 kbit/s bit stream, formatted in SDUs of 40 octets and transmitted every 5 ms, in accordance with Annex P of ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 [81]. PDU type 0 is used, i.e., payload CRC is applied. This is needed for the framing to be handled the same for all transports. The data is encoded between MSC-B/MGW-B (non-Anchor) and MSC-A/MGW-A (Anchor) as for the TDM case (A-TRAU’’ or A-TRAU’ protocol). Furthermore, Clause 11.6.3 is applicable.

*********************************** NEXT CHANGE *****************************************

11.4
Handover within Iu mode PLMNs

After a handover from an Iu mode MSC to a UTRAN Iu mode MSC the user plane between the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW shall comply to:

-
the A-TRAU' protocol if both MSCs are connected via a TDM interface except for the transparent case FNUR = 32 kbit/s (ITC = UDI or RDI), FNUR = 56 kbit/s (ITC=RDI) and FNUR = 64 kbit/s (ITC=UDI). For these exceptions a plain 64 kbit/s channel is used between the MSCs. The rate adaptation between 64 kbit/s and 32 kbit/s is based on ITU-T Recommendation I.460 [2].

-
the Nb UP protocol if the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW are connected via an ATM interface or IP interface. The NbUP shall be configured in support mode, the data is transported in a 64 kbit/s bit stream, formatted in SDUs of 40 octets and transmitted every 5 ms, in accordance with Annex P of ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 [81]. PDU type 0 is used, i.e., payload CRC is applied. This is needed for the framing to be handled the same for all transports. The data is encoded between MSC-B/MGW-B (non-Anchor) and MSC-A/MGW-A (Anchor) as for the TDM case (A-TRAU’ protocol or plain 64kbits/s).

After a handover from an Iu mode MSC to a GERAN Iu mode MSC the user plane between the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW shall comply to 

-
the A-TRAU’ or A-TRAU” protocol or a plain 64 kbit/s channel if both MSC are connected via a TDM interface. The A TRAU’ protocol shall be used for transparent services except for the transparent cases FNUR = 32 kbit/s (ITC = UDI), FNUR = 56 kbit/s (ITC=RDI) and FNUR = 64 kbit/s (ITC=UDI). For these exceptions a plain 64 kbit/s channel shall be used between the MSCs. The rate adaptation between 64kbit/s and 32kbit/s is based on ITU-T Recommendation I.460. For non-transparent services, the A-TRAU’’ protocol shall be used for the RAB subflows with 12 kbit/s, 24 kbit/s, 36 kbit/s and 48 kbit/s and the A-TRAU’ protocol shall be used for the RAB subflows with 14,4 kbit/s, 28,8 kbit/s, 43,2 kbit/s and 57,6 kbit/s.

-
the Nb UP protocol if the anchor MSC or MGW and the visited MSC or MGW are connected via an ATM interface or IP interface. The NbUP shall be configured in support mode, the data is transported in a 64 kbit/s bit stream, formatted in SDUs of 40 octets and transmitted every 5 ms, in accordance with Annex P of ITU-T Recommendation I.366.2 [81]. PDU type 0 is used, i.e., payload CRC is applied. This is needed for the framing to be handled the same for all. The data is encoded between MSC-B/MGW-B (non-Anchor) and MSC-A/MGW-A (Anchor) as for the TDM case (A-TRAU’’ protocol, A-TRAU’ protocol or plain 64kbits/s). Furthermore, Clause 11.6.3 is applicable.
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