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1 Discussion
RILTE would like to thank i3 Forum for sharing their considerations on “IMS interconnection Routing”. 

RILTE has discussed the considerations in the Liaison Statement from i3 Forum Technical WS and would like to make the following comments:

· Today routing for the international voice services is based on an E.164 number in the Request-URI. The i3 forum deliverables are in line with this principle and, as a result, specify the SIP “Route” header as not applicable in the scope of the documents. In addition, today i3 forum does not support the Route header because, so far, IMS roaming is not in scope.

RILTE comment: The number LTE networks that have been commercially launched is growing fast and many MNOs are putting a lot of effort to be ready in the next few years for deploying Voice over LTE (GSMA PRD IR.92) as a “telco-grade” voice service at least as good as, if not better than, legacy circuit-switched voice services. RILTE believes that in this scenario the support of IMS roaming is key requirement for a successful commercial launch of VoLTE.
· i3 forum Technical WS assumes the Route header is applicable on the roaming leg only, i.e. between a visited network and a home network (could be originating leg, or terminating leg).

RILTE comment: When the Public User Identities for the VoLTE subscribers are in the form of MSISDN represented as a SIP URI (sip:+447700900123@example.com;user=phone) or represented as a Tel URI (tel:+447700900123) the Route header is applicable on the roaming leg only. However RILTE would like to draw the attention of i3 Forum Technical WS to the fact that according to the current version of GSMA PRD IR.92 (v7.0, section 2.2.3) also an addressing scheme based on Alphanumeric SIP-URIs (sip:voicemail@example.com) is allowed, and therefore the same routing mechanisms (e.g. DNS) used for the Route header may be applicable on the voice interconnection leg as well.

· Routing and charging based on Route header means that what we call “destination” could be not only information found in the Request-URI, but also information found in the Route header (with regards to charging based on destination). This will require  important upgrade of the carriers’ network, which depending on specific implementations, can affect switches, routing systems and charging systems and in general all systems related to the management of “destination” information. Consequently, the support of this specific signalling capability will have capex and opex impact, the amount of which depends on carriers.

· In the future, with VoLTE and IMS roaming, we recognize that in this very specific case, the support of Route header will be needed, unless another technical solution is available.

RILTE comment: The introduction of VoLTE will have impacts (and costs) for both the MNOs and the carriers, but this is inevitable when launching a brand new “telco-grade” voice service over IP. RILTE is confident that the close collaboration of MNOs and carriers will turn the VoLTE deployment into another success story.

· i3 forum Technical WS assumes no more than one entry in the Route header is needed. Therefore it is not expected that a carrier would ever receive multiple entries or multiple Route headers. It is welcome and highly appreciated if GSMA aligns the content of all their relevant deliverables to this principle.

RILTE comment: RILTE understands the need for the carriers to retain the full control on how the intended destination is reached (arbitrage). However, after discussing the i3 Forum proposal (also in relation to the THIG functionality) RILTE concluded that the relevant specifications (3GPP TS 29.165 and 3GPP TS 24.229, with the mandatory support of the IETF RFC 3261) must not be changed. RILTE believes that a satisfactory solution for all parties should be found within the framework of the bilateral commercial agreements between MNOs and carriers.

2 Requested Actions
RILTE kindly asks i3 Forum Technical WS to take the above comments into consideration.

3 Next meetings
RILTE#32
11 July, 2013

Location TBC
RILTE#33
12 Sept, 2013

Conference Call
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