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The purpose of the conference call was to discuss and clarify the differences of an INVITE based to a MESSAGE based solution. This call was on Thursday 22. Sept. 2011 at 16:00 CEST (= 14:00 UTC) and last approximately 1 hour:
Participants were:

Alcatel-Lucent (Keith, Milo), Ericsson (Christer, Jan, Evo), Mavenir (Glen), Orange (Youssef), NSN (Peter), Samsung (Ricky), Qualcomm (Supra, Roozbeh), Mortorola (Jerome), Deutsche Telekom (Reinhard) and … (pardon me, if I have forgotten to list your company and name).
Related Documents:

- Deutsche Telekom: Presentation on "USSD Requirements"

- Ericsson: Presentation on "Optimized INVITE/INFO mechanism"

- Huawei: C1-113128 "Disc on how to transport USSD messages in SIP protocol"

- Intel: C1-113454 "USSI MESSAGE based solution"

- Ericsson: C1-113033 "USSD transport in INVITE"
Highlights of the discussion:
· Orange said; the advantage of MESSAGE is to save messages and fears traffic issues with the INVITE solution. The reason is that the main usage is for prepaid customers and there are in several networks a high percentage of prepaid subscriptions. On the other hand most of the USSD dialog is a single request and response.
· Deutsche Telekom agrees with Orange analysis on the prepaid usage, but there are other use cases and USSD dialog must be supported. For the traffic issue Deutsche Telekom beliefs there is not really a big problem, because USSD in IMS is restricted to MMI mode (no application mode) and comparing to voice-signalling or SMS traffic USSD traffic is minimal.

· Qualcomm mentioned that USSD in TS22.090 is dialog based and therefore INVITE is the adequate solution.

· Deutsch Telekom has concerns on the MESSAGE solution because it cannot be guaranteed that all USSD requests and responses belonging to the same dialog can be routed to the same AS and back to the originated UE. Therefore GRUU is not a practical way forward because GRUU is not part of the IR.92 profile (not mandated for the UEs or networks).

· Ericsson proposes an optimized INVITE solution where the USSD responses are send in 603 (DECLINE) response, INFO request and BYE request. It was agreed that this could be a good way forward to find an optimal USSD solution.
· It was clarified that the INVITE session starts with the initial USSD request of a USSD dialog (orig. from the UE) and is closed by the AS after the last USSD message of the dialog or by a timer on the AS (like in CS USSD).

· On charging there was clarified that USSD is not charged by USSD request or response message, but by the whole USSD dialog belonging to the connected application/feature.

· A common view was that the SDP in INVITE shall not trigger resource reservation (possible solutions could be bandwidth=0 or inactive).
· Samsung said that including the ROSE layer and mapping SIP to MAP will not work so easy. Deutsche Telekom’s mentioned that how the AS will process the USSD is out of scope of the WID and operator implementation depending.

