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4.11
Priority mechanisms

In support of priority, the IM CN subsystem uses the mechanisms of RFC 4412 [116]. The request for prioritisation of a transaction / dialog may, for some deployments, be marked with the Resource-Priority header field by the UE. For other deployments, the request is not marked for priority by the UE, but the request is instead identified as a priority request and marked for priority (via a Resource-Priority header field) by a functional entity (e.g., P-CSCF) within the network. Subsequent to successful authorisation at an authorisation point (e.g. AS), request is considered to be authorised.
The characteristics of any priority scheme is defined by the namespace that is used. This determines how priority is applied to the SIP signalling, to the bearer carrying the SIP signalling, and to the bearers carrying any media. Different priority levels exist within each namespace. Priority levels in one namespace have no relationship to the priority levels in any other namespace, i.e. priority level "1" in namespace "A" may have an entirely different level and characteristic of priority treatment to an identically labelled priority level "1" in namespace "B".
A network can support multiple namespaces. It is up to the network operator (potentially based on regulatory or contractural obligations) to define the relationship between the priority mechanisms for each namespace, and indeed with calls that are not given any priority. It is normal that prioritised calls do not have access to 100% of any available resource and indeed are limited to a much lower figure. Priority is optional, and this document places no requirement on a conformant IM CN subsystem implementation to support priority, or indeed any namespace in a priority scheme. Regulators can however place their own requirements on an operator. Emergency transactions or dialogs (see subclause 4.7) can also have their own priority scheme.
Several ways of using priority exist, depending on the authorisation mechanism adopted. These are identified as follows. In each of these authorisation means authorisation to use the service, the namespace, and the priority level within that namespace:

1)
Authorisation based on subscription in the IM CN subsystem only, priority requested by the UE using the Resource Priority header field. Whether the user is allowed to use priority or not, and the appropriate namespace and priority levels, is stored as part of the user profile in the HSS. As part of the reg event package subscription, this information is given to the P-CSCF when the contact information for any public user identity changes, and based on this information, the P-CSCF acts as the authorisation point for priority on individual requests. At the P-CSCF, when a Resource-Priority header field is received from the UE, if the requested priority equates to a value (namespace and priority level) that the P-CSCF knows is allowed for that public user identity, the the priority is authorised.
2)
Authorisation based on subscription in the IM CN subsystem; priority requested by the UE using specia dialstrings. Whether the user is allowed to use priority or not is supported by the user profile in the HSS (including iFC to allow for triggering to an AS). A specific dialstring used to identify priority calls is configured in the P-CSCF. When a request is received from the UE by the P-CSCF, if the request contains a specific dialstring that is recognised by the P-CSCF as being eligible for priority treatment, the request is marked for temporary priority (via insertion of a Resource-Priority header field), subject to subsequent authorisation by an authorisation point (i.e., AS). All such requests are routed to an AS, based on iFCfunctionality that exists at the S-CSCF. Final authorisation is granted by the AS (based on the user profile). Subsequent requests or responses are only given priority by the P-CSCF and S-CSCF if some backwards indication is received for that specific dialog. The definition of this backwards indication is outside the scope of this document (because non-standardised mechanisms have already been implemented in association with this approach).
2)
Authorisation based on a database deployed by an AS; priority requested by the UE using specia dialstrings. In this case the user requires no priority subscription information in the HSS. Specific dialstrings are configured in the P-CSCF. When a request is received from the UE by the P-CSCF, if the request contains a specific dialstring that is recognised by the P-CSCF as being eligible for priority treatment, the request is marked for temporary priority, subject to subsequent authorisation by an authorisation point (i.e., AS). And all such requests are routed to an AS. Final authorisation is granted by the AS, based on a PIN or password exchange with the AS. Subsequent requests or responses are only given priority by the P-CSCF and S-CSCF if some backwards indication is received for that specific dialog. The definition of this backwards indication is outside the scope of this document (because non-standardised mechanisms have already been implemented in association with this approach).
Contributor's note: What priority is given by the S-CSCF in this case and based on what?
3)
Authorisation based subscription in the IM CN subsystem on a database deployed by an AS; priority requested by the UE using specia dialstrings. Specific dialstrings are configured in the P-CSCF. When a request is received from the UE by the P-CSCF, if the request contains a specific dialstring that is recognised by the P-CSCF as being eligible for priority treatment, the request is marked for temporary priority, subject to subsequent authorisation by an authorisation point (i.e., AS). Based on iFC functionality that exists at the S-CSCF (from the users subscription in the HSS), such requests are routed to an AS. Final authorisation is granted by the AS, based on a PIN or password exchange with the AS. Subsequent requests or responses are only given priority by the P-CSCF and S-CSCF if some backwards indication is received for that specific dialog. The definition of this backwards indication is outside the scope of this document (because non-standardised mechanisms have already been implemented in association with this approach).

Contributor's note: In this case, does the dialstring recognition apply to all calls, or only those with the IMS subscription, downloaded from the HSS at registration time?
Contributor's note: What priority is given by the S-CSCF in this case and based on what?
Contributor's note: Can multiple approachs be used within a single namespace, or does the namespace define the approach that is used?
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